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to whom, 


A his 


evil gers: 


| poor, purpoſe, to know. what others. ae, if we ae 


In paſſing: through the different periods of ſcripture 
_ hiſtory, we do not ſtop to contemplate every minute 
Tana din, ar inreitigate the charafters of all thoſe, 


N have endegvoured to ſelect ſuch, as are of pecu 
iar eminence, and afford the moſt uſeful Lites 6 of 


Little, indeed, is told us concerning the 


FCC but we 


max learn much from his example. ELI, we believe, 
. was pallefied of real mewy. huts „ 


appear 
A conſpicuous and OO ight. In ſome parts 
conduct, at leaſt, as a Parent, a Magiſtrat 
and a Pnieſtzihe was ſhamefully remiſs and negligent: 
n eh account,” he came under a dilpleature'of 


God, and is year ot 3 ert 
Not death Joſhua, there ht 
at" awful” in ern 


the Raster * "The worlkip "of God, which 


— for the pihent or lee ab 


F 
| pee was ee e Bier, 
stine as well as to repreſs their Heentiouſ- 


ruled Te hat Come 


eraſe, and frequently, 
e deliveran 


Pate + Ar, indeed, —— 
| j; and dire" the management. 9 


reference is made; for that would lead 
us into a field; far too extenſive for our plan. But | 


{ape into the hand of the 
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conduct, which! are truly honourable. It will 
pedient;” then; — our decifions, even . 
ſome /cireumſtances may — He Juſtify the harſheſt | 
ſentence; at-Jeaſt-rill the ſuf dean anſwer | 
. for themſetves., 4 — 5 0. N Nn 
Eli had vets pevefglantes but he was e jb 
Viction- Upon Hannah's declaring her inte egrity, and 
'/ the nature'of her ſitustion, „he was ready to recact his 
ungharitable vhbukegbitd þ t i 
here he. had doùght à heavy 'put 
Snelr candour in one'df an exaltei 
bo few are willing to 
taken, or to entertain a 1 
wn e conſider N 1 
2 ieſt diſeovered an af6@ionate n to” 
die par Samuel for de voting their firſt- born ſon 
— ſervice of de Lord. He bleſſed them 
| for them. This attention to them, 1 2 
religious account, Was a mak of real piety in hi 
For we cannot give a ſtronger evidence of unfeigned 
love to God; than by manifeſting an uniform and-diſ- 
re rage to thoſe, who are moſt zealous for His 


EB caſed — ths miniſtry of young: Sahiue}; 
Aerie in the ſanQuaty, to ick be he was de- 


dicated from his infancy. But what a contraſt did he 
vpehold in his own offspring, Hophni and Phinehas! 
„ indeed, were admitted into the ——— Meg al, | 
by cir profeſſion and office, were emp 8 
holy ching. But they 4 were ſons of Belial; they: 
knew not the Lord;“ that is, they were men of a '/ 
fierce and profane diſpoſition, and, * were 


1 c 
to inſtruct others in the true . . 


1 
| 


* 1 * . 2. 4 — Le «a+ 2 ol * _ ©, * 


G52. they were themſelves utter ſtrangers to 
deſeription is remarkable. Conſidering their education, 
and the facred traſt conmtind 40 then, we'might have 


expected a different character. Eli, we preſume, had | 


a ®* x2 Sam, il. 20. 
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4 God, that He would ſanctify 


- 


I eee 


5 

trot ns N 
religion, by his own. example, as 

e ee del them 6; to the practier or̃it. In 
fach a poſt as they ſuſtained, they could not but under- 
ſtand ſomething of Revelation, and the exterimls, at 
leaſt, of the divine ſervice. They worſhipped in the 
- tabernacle, and obſerved the rites! and ceremonies” of 
i the law and: they knew not the Lord. e 
Wich the beſt advantages of human learning, and 
ads the ſtrongeſt obligations to acquaint themſelves 


with God, men may remain in entire: gnorance of 


Him. The reaſon is obvious. A ſpiritual illumi- 

nation, and the continual influence of grace, are ne- 
ceſfary 60 fix. and maintain right ſentiments in the 

heart. We may be deſcended from excellent parents, 

- be brought up under cheir care, hear their inſtructions 

and 33 be placed in the moſt ſicred offices, 
be teachers of there; an e know the Lord. 0 
let us not reſt in any ou 


Hides, but earneſtly 
ſolicit thoſe communications Nt os _— 


. which. we ſhall « know: nothing, as we ou 
We ug the unhappineſs of Eli in a 
— an offs This indeed muſt have been a 
of the moſt di refling nature. For what is it that 
--good men defire, next wha their own ſalvation, but that 
they may (bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,“ and ſee them EY * 

- ſevere. in the way of righteouſneſs? . Ke 
vho are intruſted wi th that important 5 thould 
be moſt fervent and unceaſing in their applications to 

"by his Spirit thoſe, whom. 

He has committed to their eare. Together with their 
ardent — . — they ſhould likewiſe uſe all ſuitable 
ns; information, admonition, and correction, nor 
- ever — Farm their diligence and attention. It is true, 
that, after all their exertions, their hopes be -= 

appointed; for it is not in their power to below 

influence of the divine grace, which alone can be wag 


tual. But let them not be deterred from the 
ukargs 


| | "pou Eli. 34 : 
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þ eee 3 
' 206d, probably, in order that none may preſume; upon 
heir own piety, and that the work of converſion ay 
ee eee But moſt com- 
» Where the children of men are 4 ſons df 
Beis ; and know not the Loi ” ſomething or other 
des been vrong or defective in the ;condut of the 
parents. eee ee rae en 


- His two ſons. were guilty of . me flagrant abufe 
of the ſervice: of the tabernacle, and, through . theis 
ahameleſs Nolations: . A had bl are. reli- 

ous in their carriage, 2 or — —— .of 2 
ovrn ſenſual appetites, with vi iolent and rapacious hands 
e the facrificey, : which: they 
choſe. The conſequence was, hat might have 
| apprehended; the divine ordinances were neglected, de- 
- ſpiſed, and hated, and men were confirmed and hard- 
ened in their profaneneſs, while they beheld theſe 
| mormities in the ſanctuary. Such will ever be the ef- 
ect of an ignorant, careleſs, and wicked prieſthaod.— 
Not being reſtrained in their extortion. and their Jux- 
— ptoceeded to ſtill farther iniquity, and made 
of that influence, ban ar wt and em- 
ployment gave them, in order to e the women, 
- who for vaxious purpoſes. were engaged about the holy 
c place. What aggravated: guilt was this! We ccan- 
not conceive any ww eee eee 4h 
vor; more deſtructive in their tendency. 5 


But where was Eli — che facher, —ache prieſt. 
»the Judge? Could: he be ed A 


Iminatiens committed: in the very houſe uf God ? 
And did he not interpoſe his authority for: the preven- 
- tion of them? Did he not reprove, repreſs, and pu- 
n, Ati is m n 


it, 


2 


28 
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agr. the honour of A girls it 
dai been , the degradation of bis own. ſons. But 
here, alas ! we diſooyer a difgraceful neglect of duty. 
Though he did not countenance theſe borrid practices, 
he was timid, inactive, and averſe to trouble, and had, 
probably, been ſo accuſtomed to indulge his 


H 


kram their youth, that he had r All. his m_ 


rity, to them. At length, however, he was rouſech 

from his 7 the abuſes; were ſo public, the out- 

chem ſo general, and their fatal effects through 

N eg iy he could no er, be, ſilent. 

. he n the offenders, and 

the greateſt ſeriquſneſs. He 

e ry | Jane .anſwer. to the charges 

them, and repreſented the heinouſneſs 

ad the Gage of chr ca ct. He warned them, 

that they were — 4 to the ſins of r 
aged: by their ample; that. their: 

committed in n nd con- 


4 4 Ihe would have Pew as g ala to er- 


N oo hcget But it. had been delayed 
men were, become obdurate; 

2 that the Lord, in 
n of CO ng „ take 
vengeance. Therefore, being given up to them- 


ſelves, they utterly deſpiſed the Lacher s caution. 


The 
reproof, however, —— mild for the occaſion, and 
«argued a very blamable remiſſneſs. The ſinner, who - 
is cenſured in a ſlight manner, is thereby more con 
fired in his. affendes, as being, 3 to think fa- 
. yourably of them. But the caſe was, Eli. was con- 
tent with reprimanding, when he ought to have done 


more. The ſharpeſt, language not have .ſuf-- 
ficed him; but, by a vigorous exertion of his autho-- 


- _—— ſhould have ws Fl ede a0 u 
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The reſtraint not only cane too late, but was, 
then, "welt and ineffectual. Through a fooliſh 
neſs for his children, he did not puniſſi them; and thus it 
appeared, that he was not properly concerned for the 
' thonour'of God, and for the intereſt of religion in hÞ 


cou EF 
N Ve nent 4 that even a good man ſhould forget 
his place, and not faithful employ the power com- 
mitted to him. Vet, we fear, inſtances” of this kind 
ure frequent. It will become us to enquire, not o only 
Whether we diſcountenance fin by our example and 
advice, but whether we are doing our utmoſt to pre- 
vent it. How extenſive is your duty, who are in. 
truſted with the care of others, and are, in a meaſurs, 
2 for their conduct! Parents, Miniſters, 
Magiſtrates, the influence, you poſſeſs, is en 
you, not for your own fake, but for the directi 
© reftraint of thoſe,” who are under you; and if it be not 
- exerciſed with a ſupreme regard to the glory of Go, 
He will require it at your hands. While you are re- 
- miſs and negligent, you may be complimented, per- 
- haps; as benevolent; candid, and indulgent; but you 
betray your truſt, and 5 
and to the ruin of thouſands. 
- - The offence of Eh, and its awful conſequences, arg 
more clearly marked in the ſequel. Sin is a contem 
: of God, and an oppoſition to His government: It: 
overturns the order, which He has eſtabliſned, and 
introduces confuſion into the world. It is therefore 
the object of his abhorrence, and, by his righteous ap- 
pointment for che vindication of his on authority 
it 'draws aſter it, even here, a long train of the moſt 
tremendous calamities. Thoſe, who are deareſt to 
Him, cannot wilfully violate a plain command, with- 
out feeling, moſt painfully, the effect of his diſplea- 
2 and their deſcendants are often ü wk 
ſt diftreſs, through their folly. ? 


prophet was ſent with an expreſs cornynithdel"s 
EEE * 


Judge, 


ww on ww 
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Judge and the Uwe pe es d e 


addreſs, which was pronounced as from the Losd him- | 


elf, Eli was reminded of che diſtinguiſhed favour 
conferred upon his family, and of their baſe ingratitude 


in WR their privileges to the vileſt purpoſes. He 


was charged as an accomplice in the iniquity of his 
bd e ae denn Nee Re. 


He was condemned for « honouring them more than 
God, becauſe, through a fooliſh to their intereſt or 
reputation, he had not d raded them from their office, 


but had ſuffered them to the houſe and ordinan- 


ces 'of God into contempt. It was, therefore, de- 
clared to be the Lord's fixed determination to ſpoil 
them of their glory, of which the fond father had been 
ſo _ He was told, that, in conſequence of that 
s which had prevailed through his remiſlneks, , 
r — ſhould be witneſs to the deſolation of the 8 . 
and to a terrible deſtruction, both of the people in 
general; and of his own houſhold in particular j—= - 


4 


- that he ſhould ſoon be deprived of that power, which. 


he had neglected to uſe a0 we f the duties of his 
ſtation; — that his poſterity ſhould be reduced: to the 


woſt adject condition, and die in the lower of their 


age —— and that his two children, whom be had 


— ſhould by one awful n Wee, off 


together.. 19. nn 
05 What effect was produced in EI by 3 
dous denunciations, we ——— Probabſy, 
be had loſt all control over his wieked ſons, or was 
Fo too infirm to make the neceſſary exertibns. Ie 
ſeem, at leaſt; that no amendment n 
and it is thought, that ſome years ay ies 
which the divine judgments were re del and pore 
haps" a hope 1 might be entrained”? At 
length —— > — declarations of vengeanee 
were repeated, 1 was commiſſioned 


ove the made ay |.» The Lord appeared to 
heck, and Karre his firm Aer to execute 
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We of theo it was 2 'p | 
_ «thoſe heavy calamities, which would ſoon enſue, that 
: Ws, ſons made ae witty eee 7 


* 


A oetiah. he: big — e 
no * or 


SOD 47+ 2 


* 


mindful mindful of ia favours 4: 1 by our be. 
bee provoke him to withdraw them? Many per 

ons are fixed in places. of truſt, and poſſeſs various 
— - intp- the of which a ſtrict en- 


ſhould be glarified by a diligent 88 of 


| An cheir gifts? [4p cen honouring the near- 


eſt connections in life above Him. While they prefer 


che advancement of His cauſe to every wor y con- 
fideration, and are willing to do or to ſuffer any thing, 


ſo that He may be exalted, they are moſt likely to 
ſecure reſpect to themſelves. But if, through cove- 
- touſneſs, pride, or cowardice, they are more concerned 
for thłir on ſupport and promotion, than for the in- 
tereſt of religion, nnn py Gs _—_—_— 


ꝛempt thoſe ver | 
"aro ache, Ter e ep nc 


it to be his eneral rule of proceeding, „Them, that 
Ert. me will honour and hey thu dſl, ar 
A particular kindneſs, we allow, 7s due 10.chibak; £ 
for hey haves ave a He. claim to Op me 
av our „to 


<< v7, 


iche hands of the wieked, and brit 


vitious inclinations and vain ſchemes of y 
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8 eee eee 


-without: raſtraint, we are admaniſhed by this hiſtory, 
;that we ſhall provoke Gd, betray His 
A curſe, upon our 


—— —— 8 


Jon anfwenale for their Fe 
travagance, and profaneneſs 


of, Fray * 
youre power to prevent, or to gorr abuſes in 
them, which are an offence ta the Church uf God? 
Are you not -partakers of Eli's guilt, becauſe 4 your 
"= ee Aalen 
du reply We bade 
„and our tender; regard for 3 
— not allo us. to adopt any rigid diſcipline.” 
is, you ſpare the rod, and, hate the child; and, as 
Solomon expreſſes it, you Will not « deliver his foul 
from hell.“ Do: you believer the depravity. of our 


nature; and do. you not therein perceive the 5 
of ſomething more than inſtruction and advice ? 


muſt be oppoſed and repreſſed; and you — 1 
with authority for that very purpoſe. Are you aware 
of the deſtructive 9 rag of ſin, both here and. 
| for. ever? Surely, then, you will exert utmoſt 

[ rength to preſerve, or to reſcue thoſe, are com 


to them: for to leave them to their own. management, 

is cruelty af the moſt horrid k ind. By indulging their 
ſolly and vanity, you will moſt eff y defeat your 
on plans for their advancement. in le. 1 
through your fondneſs, taey may be reduced to infa 

and 3 and reproach and miſery may be 

upon your poſterity for ages yet to come. Nay, did 
"=p een only your Fe 3 eee 


4 It 
® Prov, Wit. 24. 4 12258 5 
55 | have 


mitted to your care. Otherwiſe talk-not of your lone 
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For ſo lots '& 


<, have your children in ſubje&tion.” 
their violente of temper 
muſt be full ef frife and confuſion, 8 | 


is unreſtrained, | your hodſes 


this, che curſe ef God will follow them; and could 
eyes behold all that fin and wretchedneſs,- which 
igence, eter 


K. 
may ariſe from your weakneſs and negli 
your hearts could endure. 
But, while we' cenſure the miſeonduct of Eli, we 


de more tlian 


for there are [r 


ä miſt vindicate his integri 
ſtances in this hiſtory, tact 


[or It muſt: 


which diſcover an unfeign 
have been very humiliating 
to hear 'the * of 


5 


himſelf, and his family, but to receive” the tre- 
mendous ſentence by the mouth of young Samuel, to 
-whom the divine revelations were then made in pre- 
But we'are ſtruck with his' meek 
We per- 
ceive no riſings of envy, anger, or impatience; but, 
on the contrary, an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to God, and 
juſtice, and 
pears to 
a owt ſuitably affected under a conviction” of his 
penitent, to have caſt himſelf at 


fſerence to Him. 
deportment i in that moſt afflictive ſituation. 


2 eee ac uieſoence in the wiſdom, 
is ſevereſt diſpenſations. 


; It, and, as a true 
he * of his offended God, not even dari 
He ſaid, «It is the Lord; let 


to aſk 
im da 


—-Here was no plea offered, 


to excuſe, or to extenuate his fault; he complained 
not ef the rigour of the ſentence, but ſurrendered 


: kimfelf to the diſpoſal of his Judge, from a full per- 
= 
Ir 1s THE LoRkD: and as He is the Almighty 
Governor, it is not for me to contend with Him, or 
He has an abfolute right 


_ | what n bim good.” 


ſuaſion of His ſovereignty, righteouſneſs, and 


to aſk; What doeſt thou? 
over me, and may, therefore, deal with me, according 


to the counſel of his own Will: nor ſhalt T have any 
reaſon to murmur, whatever I may ſuffer; for as He 
my puniſhment will be no greater 
claim to His 


is juſt and holy, m 
than I deſerve. I have forfeited every 


regard; but, ſo extenſive is His kindneſs, perhaps He 


a may 


— replied, « Good is the Fo 
of. - 


0:2 
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SAAT AHA in ag0-+ 
| remember meroy, I will at leaſt, oy; Fax 

— Him, and leave m 1 e ve, erh 

Him Do, WHAT SEEMETH HIM Goon,” - 

Such an entire reſignation we conſider as" 10 


favourable mark. Thus Aaron, in a ſituation” ſortie= 
vhat ſimilar, when his two ſons were lain in their im- 
2 by fire from the Lord, diſcovered the ſame'meek- 


r: He held his peace.“ „80 likewiſe, 
— — ah, when — with the 


— rene then, be propoſed as 
to thoſe who are ſu 

— ——— through the diſpleaſure of a | 
— But do we perceive no peeviſhneſs and anger 
in perſons ſo circumſtanced ? Din hear from them 
no loud complaints, no bitter accuſations the 
Lord? We would aſk them, From whom your 


affliction proceed? Does it become you to- quarrel 
with His appointment? Or can you not account for 
this treatment? Has there been nothing in your ſpirit 


or conduct to merit it? O conſider in whoſe hands 
are]! Submit to his authority; ; acknowledge his 


Juſtice ; be encouraged to hope in his mercy, and to 


depend upon his faithfulneſs in Chriſt Jeſus. He ſays, 
«Be ſtill ; and know that I am God. 1 From a re- 


9 ngke of lte) ſinfulneſs, let your mouths be 
ike 


ſtopped, while, ob, you « abhor Funn and 
repent in duſt and aſhes.“ 2 
Fear beſore We haſten to the cloſe: of i this: hiſ- 
> Chriſt, about tory, which is moſt affecting. Some time 
ane. after the denunciation of -wrath 
En, ther was war between the Iſraelites the 
Philiſtines, and the enemies of the Lord's people were 
permitted to. prevail. & Confounded by this . 


the elders of Iſrael with a mixture of i norance 


Jo e that the ark of ſhould wa 


e tene 19.) 2 Pr, abi, 20 | 
«SIO 2443 26012 $a Sine tes: . en een rep 
| ſent 
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| Tv 31, ale like all other truſt- 


| to the outward: token of the Lord's preſence, in- 
152 Kada i n 
e. 

Pinchas, 


3 — 
vrith an 3 conducted the 
 -ark5to the field of battle. "The -moſt conſident ex- 
pedctations of victory were entertained :-but alas "what 
_ could be looked' for, in ſuch an entorpriſe ! Eli, pro- 
bably, had; not been conſulted, or not-xegarded,: on 
- that oceaſion: and it appears, that he was filled with ter- 
rihle apprehenſions for the conſequence. | Every thing 
dear depended on the conteſt. 7999 
on, and their lives were all at ſtake. W hat anxiety muſt 
haxe poſſeſſed: thoſe eſpecially, who were concerned for 
the honour of God, when they ſaw the fymbob uf His 
favdur to Iſrael expoſed to the aſſaults of the Heathen! 
Such was Eli: He Ic had much to fear for himſelf, much 
for his b e much for his children; but euery 
ather thought was ſwallowed. up in his ſolieitude for the 
ö 2 od. He ſat upon a feat by the way - ſide, 
for his heart trembled for the ark of God.“ 
"Ar le the cry. of diſtreſs was heard, upon the arri- 
val of a meſſenger, who thus related to him the fatal 
event of the battle. Iſrael is Red before the Philiſ- 
tines, and there hath been alſo a great ſlaughter among 
the people, and thy two ſons alſo, Hophni. -and;Phine- 
has, are dead; and the ark of God is taken.“ 
What grievous tidings were theſe! It muſt have 
2 the heart of the good old man, to be informed 
of the ſlaughter of Iſrael, and eſpecially af the deſtruc- 
tion of his — who were cut off in their -— toy But theſe 
conſiderations were out- weighed by others: ſtill more 
afflictive. It was the cloſe of the — account, 
_ which excited the keeneſt anguiſh. «: The atk of: God 
- was taken:“ the Philiſtines —— ſcemed to triumph 
- over the God of Iſrael; the divine ordinances were 
removed; all, therefore, that was truly valuable, was 
loſt; and nothing then appeared deſirable. Add to 
but alſo, the painful . 4+ eat that the * 
70 en 


— 
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here dhall-we find ſuch an ardent concern for religi 
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been brought about by his own, duty. This 
a e than he bear. 2 
mad of the ark of God,” in the exceſs of this ſorrow, 
unable to ſupport himſelf, he fell backward, and his 
neck brake, and be died,” 1 
0 which he_bad.judg- 


bigbly, inſtructiye. We perceive the ſtrongeſt love 
ja God, even in his laſt: moments. Alas 


3 
as prevails above all other conſiderations? In times 
of publie calamity we fear for ourſelves, for our fami- 


lies, and for our country. But who tremhles for the 
ark of God? How many would be unaffected, the 

the ſanctuary ſhould be profaned,, and trodden dovyn by 
an enemy? Wx are favoured with the Goſpel: but 


it is treated with contempt. We need not wonder, 


then, if it ſhould be taken from us: and to many per- 


ſons, even this, the heavieſt of all misfortunes, would 


occaſion no grief. There are multitudes around us, 
whom any r profeſſion would pleaſe, as well as that 
of Chriſtianity. But we rejoice, that there are alſo 


thoſe, who value the houſe, the word, and the miniſ- 
try of God, above their richeſt poſſeſſions; and who 
dread: the loſs of theſe bleſſings, more than death itſelf, 
« O pray for the peace of Jeruſalem: they ſhall p roſ- 
per that love thee.” O pray, that God would ariſe, 
and maintain his own cauſe ; that his truth « may have 
free courſe, and be glorified.” Pray, that, as «a to- 
ken for good our ſpiritual privileges may be continu- 
ed: for the ark of God is the bulwark of the 


Z 


- 
4 


dee ſeen, ve evidence of his iety, | 
even_in the manner of his departure. But it frould 
not be forgotten, that he died by the judgment of God, 


and under ſtrong marks of His diſpleaſure. We doubt 


not, that he had obtained forgiveneſs: but he was 


. 


15 2 their rfl ect ei ſun may ſet 
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made to: know and ſeeh, 4 that it is an evil thing and 
bitter to. tranſgreſs à plain Al as an 
Tandem ce us, that we do. *« the work of the 
Name It is poſſble; chen, that good men 
may cloſe tir life —— ag he 1 

igence, as 0 ment 


sad, 
yet not be put out in final darkneſs. 
5 in aſked, Why ſhould God chaſten Gein 40 ſe- 

' verely It may 4 replied, He is God, and will do 
8 5 is right; and though for the preſent we may not 
diſcover the reaſons of his diſpenſations, He will make 

thom clear at the laſt. But the obvious anſwer is, He 
corrects his children, becauſe he loves them, and in 


order that he may purify them to bimſelf. By ſuch, 
a tremendous viſitation; beginning at his own ſanfu- 


- ary, he repreſents the odiouſneſs of fin, in a convinc- 
ing light, he warns this people to walk cireumſpectly, 
and proclaims an alarm to careleſs ſinners, that they 
may conſider their danger. For „ if judgment begin 
at the houſe of God, what ſhall the end be of them 


© that obey not the Goſpel of God? And if the righ- 
| teous e be ſaved, "where ſhall the” hr he and 
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HE word of God is a book of univerſal direc- 

tion; inaſmuch as it ſuggeſts ſuitable counſel to 

men of all ranks, and in all the various ſituations of 
Ife. If we poſſeſs fincerity of heart toward God, 
and an unfeigned deſire to pleaſe Him, it will not be 
difficult to diſcover, from the different examples as well 
as precepts of holineſs, 'what'He' would have us to do, 
in that particular place which He has affigned us. 
But if We are deſtitute of ſuch a diſpoſition, it is not 
probable, that we ſhall receive any real advantage from 
the reading of the ſcriptures. While, therefore, we 
are engaged in this employment, let us not forget to lift 

up our prayer, that we may learn, from the conduct of 
ancient faints, what is incumbent upon ourſelves, 

8 imbibe «meaſure of all that was excellent in 

A character is now to be exhibited, which may at E 
the ſame time humble us for our fad deficiencies, and | 
excite us to greater fervour and activity in the ſervice 
of God. SAmver will appear in an amiable light, 
on whatever part of his life we fix our attention: for 
we ſhall find him upright, meek, and devout from his 
very childhood, and diſcharging even to old, age, with 
diligence and fidelity, the important offices Which he 
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r oe we may not be called to ſo ex- 
to. ſuch 


| ſk, a he-was ;_ but if we be influ- 
ng ms wt like him we ſhall be a pu- 


: dle bl and generation. 
ry Nie det Ae bn ed, Þ eee 
, about nah, from the tribe of which was 


| 
| 
F 
1166. et . event 
E 1 attending his bi 


' which taifed the expeRtation of his being an extraor- 
dinary perſon. He was a child of prayer, granted in 
- - anſwer to the fervent ſupplications of his pious mother, 
a = Hannah; and named Samut, which is interpreted 
- A8KED or Gon, in remembrance of the divine con- 
Aieſecenſton to her Ile was, alſo, dedicated 
a8 a Nazarite to the ry from une Aceord- 
ing to bis mother's 7 | ot r.. I ſoon as, he was 
. weaned, it is old; he was 
preſented to the in Tl 5 e at Shiloh, with 
much religious ſolemnity,. and there n em oy 
ed in His ſervice, EY the care and direction of 
What could be hie work, at ſo tender 
we are not told: He was. indrudted.in good prin- 
Ie and: taught. LO, upon the Lord. In ſome way 
2 3 2 in the. offices of public worſhip, 
to hiv: abilities, conſtantly. attended upon the 
1 500 eres his eee. Thie read) 
e — 4 concerns it was 


== 


. mind, IA "gy + 
Fi N 
he, eſteem of den. 5 
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_ward of aſſuming but meck and teachable, di indie 

duty, he might have boen tempted — 
Noi whole profaneneſs «men abhorred the offering 
on, he, appeared etuinentiy holy; and a. very — 


work, reſpectful and ſubmiſſive ia 
| _ his Tutor, whom, For, his infirmities 
iſ 4 ſurro by bud les, and from 
ſituation neoeſſarily connected with the ſons of Eli, 
of s Len Vet, untainted by the general conta- 
vontraſt is pointed out between him and thoſe 
miniſte s. *. they were — 


from one de- 
bs ee of. i impiety to andther, He % — 2 in know- 
e , 90G! 1 82 en Lord . n 


| anal il 10 At an * be na — 
heist, abbut bee u. of the approbation 44 
WA" >... «mcg He was veured with an 
revelation, and, not. only preferred. to the- highaprieſt, 
[ates fam:God to ae e. | 
lemn reproof to him.“ While the young 1 — 
teady to attend to the call of Eli; oy nigh "by dy, 
the Lord condeſcended to addreſs: him by an audi 
voice, and to inſorm bim of thoſe — 2 Jjudg- 0 
ments which were ſoon to be ncomted un dad family'cr 
chat yery perſon, to hom he miniſtered. Such a com- 
- munication muſt have been conſidered as 2 peculiar 
' honour put upon him, but he ſeems not to have been 
elated with. it. He ſtil maintained a conſtant; r 
. to/the work; of:;his ſtation, performing the 
2 of the ee IRE bon was he from 
- any; contempt i, - for: ;thed heavy charge 
fought uae han that, through tendarneſs and ve- 
office, he Mus extremely unwilling to 
"relate. then bf the} viſion. Vet his modoſt 
r neee to «ſenſe of. A. and, when, proled 
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do it by his aged maſter, he was faithful and i 
- inoquatation him -witvovery” circumſtance in e di- 
2 ni (At ut PRI: tb 3310 1 
Ho muck have vn to learn from this Tm) 40 
1 dung perſons;' in particular: are re - 
ed ſeriouſly to — the piety of ane and 
they will be inſtructed from him to « remember their 
Creator in in the days of their youth.” It is oſten fup- 
poſed, that children are  incapable'of religion,” But 
many caſes, of indiſputable authorit bows rn 
notion. Jeremiah, ie} and his 
Timothy, and Samuel, were 2 for à ſpirit of 
- devotion at a tender age: and inſtances bf à ſimilar 
kind ma e re ed in modern times.. We 
ſhould, therefore, be encouraged to apply to God — 
.. our infant dre bring them, as ſoon as may be 
to. His hauſe, and dedicate them to Him. They can 21 
underſtand and retain ſome / of the moſt important prin- by 
eiples, in which they oughy to be inſtructed and they Han 
. are ſuſceptible of good impreſſions, at an earlier period er 
- than-is commonly imagined. * They ſhould be taught of 
to worſhip che Lord; as far as their faculties will per- in. 
mit; 1 reſented to Him, His bleſſing uit 
may reſt upon — emgedes aps e ed 
en ico hs n Arc 8 : 
pon this fubjet we would belpesk he l d 
children. We — you to Samuel for a proof, that 1 
your waiting on the Lord will be pleaſing to Him, and Wy, 
for a pattern of all thoſe amiable tempers, which will 
be your brighteſt ornament, and a ſure ſource of hap- 
pineſs. Learn from the young prophet, not only to 
de devout, but at the ſame time to be humble, ae 
and reſpectful i in your behaviour toward your ors, 
notwithſtanding any ny defech you ny” BY perceive: — their 
conduct. Be ligent i in your place, 'and you Wi 
bably, be raiſed to greater privileges, and —— oh 
wiſdom and in every good attainment, as increaſe 
in ſtature and in years. 'Fhis example will teach you 
i meek and obedient regard to the call of God Bag 
* 
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= 7 in the Church of God. 
1 8 conceited and overbearing % voy X (hight ot * 
ee juſtly ſet aſide for their -negligenc e. Ahr 
modeſty, and your tender coneern for others, muff not 
Ln bas to be unfaifhiful't6' theni. © Tour duty t 
Lay require you to db that, / which" is very pain- 


to our. own feeli ſhould fear, or partialit7 
0 . "friends, * CE; os be conceal any one wy 
ce which ir is Heurhbent upon you to declare 


— jul — Samuel continued to receive ſuch © 
tron orig as fully proved to the whole 
N of Iſrael, that he Wd eſtabliſhed to de 
6phet of the Lord.” "Theſe revelatiotis, confirmed” 
by: the'ſix6hgeſt evidence, he delivered tothe people,” 
and tlius performed them the office of z preach- ' 
er, with great zeal and uſe 5. Yet he lived in a time 
of extreme tegeneracy.' He ſaw the ark of God carried 
into un enemp's land, Shiloh deprived of the public 
miniſtrations of religion, with which it had been ear 
ed ciree hundred years, and the ordinances intertupted 
for à long „ 17 _= this dark pr the Bur 
peared to ignorance der ut 
ut lat à glorious and — revival too pro- 
bably — the-unwearied labours of the Prophet. 
«<All the houſe of Ifrael” were brought to a de 
ſenſe of their lol, and © lamented after the Lord? 4 
they mourned for His departure, and carneſtly wiſhed 
or'the reſtoration of their former privileges. Was 
de very effect, which Samuel had endeayoured' to pro- 
duce; and therefore, with gent” 3s eagerneſs, he ſeized 
the opportunity of Na matter upon their con- 
ſciences, that they ſhoul not reſt in n profeſſions, but 
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Ne 2 21 by Winz — 
f ms, 18-T % the pure 
ed amuel was: d nen con 

e d rnb ia — bh 

; congregation, 

: php was. called ed cather. at: Miaprh, chat they: 


i | 
and, . at le, proud orer dew wane 
2 But, 1 in Ne midit N - -tranſ-\ 
e n 2 ir ad ver- 

ſaries ms: ſtines, and filled tenror. Their 
be am,” color eee of the — 
Samu advan xelying wholly on he 
the Lord. Th eur 99. Lover ore te hag T3 
cede for benz — uf he appeared as their medi- = 
ator, with a burnt offering and with! earneſt ſuppliea- 
tion, deliverance was. 9988 to thomo and an ſuch iti 
A Way 2s. to prove, that their an r . Ini 

Ide Philiflines were confounded, by amok - | 

able 52 thunder . he rg geo 1 * 
Pf to Uraclites,;. * | 
Feat ho Be Was preſerved. 1 
Samuel erefted, and to. which he gave the ſignificant ti- 
Go of 5 s, de ther Lord! 
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| cars Tap perous. For, during Dia ad- 
miniſtrati ne SIE no more daxed: to: Tos) 
- their hoff es: and, ace 


to the 1 
deen he was. invariably au Ee ir 
- . intereſts. As a e, he conlud . their ir evil. a 


with e nn 


els 1 25 2 « there DO LE 


loubtlels, public ordinances inances were celebrated, though: 
Shiloh was deſerted. n 1 er 


erits univerſal I 


ele 


n= ow in oy water their ſeed with 
2 8 Te: and wire e not be loſt. They 
. live * ſce it ſpring up, and HERS: 
plorious or if not, poſte 7 
eſit. Their e with the Lords Ike 7 


. exper xpect, that, eee 


s of Chrift, eſpecially, fl 
ourable moment; when good i | 
hen redouble their aſhduity, in order to confirm 

= Tho y ſerious convictions and deſires in their — 4 
le. eee real change may be effe&tel | 
110 5 Oo e, 
0 abl 18 


8 n yl. d. 
dhe who or muted EO -1 
ur 


1 State r p- 
)oſ- ion wore r influence and abilities, a —.— 
heir | proſpect would ſoon open upon us. But reformation 


airs 
Xe- 


cod 


not the concern of governors alone: it is the duty 


* 


We 1 
ike Samuel, muſt, be a K 7 to any nation, 


Lord; and 1 , 


and intereſt of all to promote it. And were indivi- 


* 


— 


„ SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


| duals, thou of. leſs extenſive er and in private 
= . nite Sir 'endeayours Er this purpoſe, very 
25 N e e eee. 
"I | oe 8 benumbed our 
* b To be age for the of God,” and the 
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may at laſt be caſt off, and delivered up to Satan?” 
But the caſe before us will not warrant ſuch a conclu- 


ER trot 
* but, is whole life, he had nevet 
been t under the influence of true religion 
The Spirit of God, we have obſerved, was beſtowed 
upon him, not to ſanctify his heart, but to qualify him 
for the office of a king, to make him a wiſe gover- 
nor, an active, prudent, and valiant commander, 
Thus alſo the Spirit of the Lord came upon thoſe; who 
ore called The Judges, to endue them with ſuit- 
able abilities for their particular department, and to in- 
ſpire them with c and zeal for the defence of 
9 of the ites. This Spirit departed from 
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_.« And an evil ſpirit from the Lord troubled him.“ 
The Lord, in righteous j nt deſerting him, ſuf- 
fered him to be expoſed to the ſnares, and carried away 
E. influence, of a wicked ſpirit. - Alas! wher 
God quits his reſidence in the human heart, all good 
is removed, and the door is for the /admiffion 
of every evil. If left to ourſelves, weſhould immedi- 
ately proceed from ane iniquity to another. A foreign 
enemy, likewiſe, is ready to take the advantage, even 
4 the adverſary,” . whoſe employment it is to © deceive 
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zu Wl the rations,” and who d walketh about, ſeeking whom- 
u- be may devour,” We do not wonder, then, that, 
od, WM when the Spirit of the Lord departs, an evil ſpirit en- 
vill ers in. But the Devil is under control, nor can he: 
il exerciſe any power, or ſuggeſt any temptation, farther 
ill chan the Lord its. We are accordingly taught to- 
art WT aſcribe to the divine permiſſion the. aſcieniey-of hes" | 
dan over Saul.“ | | 5 4 ' 1 ? 
This by no means implies, that God is the author: 
of any moral evil: but, in order to manifeſt his abhor- 
rence of ſin, He is pleaſed to with- hold the benefits- 
of his protection from perverſe and obſtinate offenders, 
and, for their contempt of his word · and command 
ment, to remove from them that influence, whereby 
they had been reſtrained and affiſted-. Shall we com- 
— that „ His Spirit will not always ſtrive with 
man? Is it not a righteous thing in Him to with 
draw 4 preſence, repeated inſults and provo- 
Let us attend, then, to the ſequel of Saul's-hiſtoryz 
which exhibits: a diſmal. picture indeed. We ſhall find 
him, from'this period even to the cloſe of his life, de-- 
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deceit, hatred, malice, can and murder... 
He was ſeized, it ſhould. ſeem, with a deep melan- 
choly, which oppreſſed bim, at Jeat by intervals, and 
from which he ſought relief by the help of muſic. The- 
harp and the company of David, who was ſent for to 
Court on this gh 244 alleviated 'the . king's diſ- 
treſs for a. ſhort ſeaſon, While David took his harp, 
and played with his hand, Saul was refreſhed, and was 
well, and he evil ſpirit departed from him.” We 
read not, that he ever applied unto God for peace, or 
defired His return.——And alas] how many under the 

| rs 8 of mind, ao in like manner «re. 

un prayer!“ They are unwilling to attend to 
religious Dons, an therefore, by various 3 
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Chris, about fence, trembled at the one of his ene. 
163. mies. He had collected a numerous 

to oppoſe his inſulting neighbours; but, when Gdlj 


| ws iſ with his og and e probably 48 Saul | 
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ſureſt to poſſeſs a firm and unſhaken fortitude, 


is, to ſeek reconciliation . ths | 


or, while they | dis th 
and David his ten 71 Jeal 


g man's ſuperior glory, and te 
e loſs of his kingdom. 1 
day and fo He terrible are | 
envy! Its eyes are ever wandering abroad, to ſeek 


es of diſtreſs to itſelf, in the excellence or happi- 


HEY ns... "Thoſe, therefore, * 


But . lafting-comfort cannot poſſibly be obtained 


the effect of 
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Teng ek even a on 
ing object around them, wr ts 
y it to the baſeſt ſchemes of iniquity, eee 
ware, leſt, 8 ence of this paſſion, we « 
| e to the Devil!” For no ſooner is'envy ch 
in the heart, than a free admiſſion i ae tots. 
vileſt affections. 
E To'the gratification of this malignant diſpoſition Int. 5 
Saul, we aſcribe the ſucceeding — of his con- 
duct. The Lord, in judgment, permitted Satan to re- 
turn, and to gun 4 N greater aſcendency oyer him: 
in confequence of which, the king commenced a furi- 
ous utor, and entertained the deſigns of murder. 
Twiee together his intentions of killing David were 5 
fruſtrated. Vet he repented not; but, perceiving the 
awful change, which had taken lace in himſelf, and. - 
the divine bleffing upon David, he was afraid of the - 
harmleſs youth, and could not bear him in his fight | | 
There is ſomething in the preſence Makati ä 
good man, which will oſten ſtrike a terror into 
oppoſite character. Are not you, who hate the _ 
company of truly religious perfons, b feet of 
them; becauſe know that the me in with them, 
you Jo rſelves — nat not the fame exated 
holy Xt, rr mage e 
a ence 
e thr h l you, hd bs hit bs e wed.” a 
Your very enemies, in the midſt at of all their male 


' * 


—y ww 3 — 
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Men of bad deſigns are generally reduced to the 
meaneſt as well as baſeſt artifices, fo Lee 


ment of their purpoſes; and yet, ene 5 
dme and malice, thy are often. oil 4 
diſconcerted and baffled in their ſchemes. 

tended a favour to David, but was ſeeki = 
tion. To remove him out of his fight, 
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friendſhip, but extreme malignity. 
impoſed, that David ſhould under - 


againſt the 


to ſubſide, _ he lenny Nie, that. David ſhould 
not die. Accordingly, 2 iliatian took place, 


paſt. But it is not enough, tt that good reſolutions 
are formed, or even adhered to for” 2. ſhort ſeaſon. 
There are few perſons, howeyer confirmed in wick- 
edneſs, who do not ſometimes relent, and who are not 
cConſtrained, on ſome occaſions or other, to make the 
ſtrongeſt proteſtations of amendment, and realy * 
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look up with confidence to Hi engaged by hia 
own Covenant to order their affairs for them, to T 
ſerve and to ſave them! Their deepeſt aſſſictions can- 
not ſeparate them from His love; nor will He hide his 
face from them, when they « pour out their complaints 
before him, and ſhew him of their trouble.“ Nor 
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ſhould any real penitents be diſcouraged by the caſe of 


Saul. He was not humbled : he did not cry for miercy.. 
If then, who have long maintained an i 
to God, are convicted of your guilt, and with a con- 
trite ſpirit are 3 — and peace; if you. 
feel your ſins as a heavier {7 pain=, 
ful ſufferings, ſhall obtain your deſire. Thou 
Saul was rej in righteous judgment, through the, 
grace of Jeſus you ſhall be received to favour. % 
Whitfier, then, did the wretched king betake him= 
ſelf?- Alas ! how infatuated are the counſels of impe= 
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ention to x foreerels, and thus ſeemed to 
direction and aſſiſtande from the Devil, 
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be expreſſed no ſigns of. contrition, concern. for 
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ſings deſigned for him, and for the Church through 

his poſterity, appeared. Yo, — and excellent to 
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- he: could: ex for them. 
ouraged and by theſe gracious: afſu, 
rances, he intreated God to fulfil his own Wa 
of mere * ta glorify Himſelf by the | 
ment of his kingdom throughout all generaſions. a 
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of hvel Hach and hope, attended with the — 
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de as arhxious to- proyide for the adrhiniftration of 
che divine ſervice, 8 for ei cen "private" accom- 
modations? Alas l do not no cell in 

| houſes of Cedar, deſpiſe” God's? — 5 aid 
wountenanee chis contempt in others 7. Few per- 

ſone, of any rank; care about me ark; but almoſt 
_ Ware” "eager to increaſe thei? owe! 2 aL. 


5 Sf * 222 
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— wo 
et of this eve ipl 
and orig 2 had, ſhall 4, the appro- 
bation of your Judge. He will fay to you, n He 
did to David, „Thou didſt well, that Ku in thine. 
deart “ But it is poſſible, that, th de 
voted to God, you may miſtake the line of duty 
W er bade and attempt that, for "which you 
are unfit, and in which you are not meaht to de em- 
ployed. Do not overlook, - or deſpiſe the poſt. 
aſſigned you. Be thankful, aig Rt Joa. 
can promote the intereſts of reli eview the 
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— Be 200 own un w els 
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tion and gratitude, Who am I, O Lord God? and 
what is my houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto? : 
. Have you not alſo; in the Goſpel of Chriſt, c ex- 
ceedin great and precious promiſes, by which 
| yoo! err 5004 himſelf to bleſt you, 
en to the end? Theſe will enliven your hopes, 
and embolden your requeſtes. O praiſe the Lord, 
who has dealt fo bountifully with wn For «He 
hath ry has vt What: honour, and comforted you 
on ce? Firm) thanks, and loye, 42 obcdi- 
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ERVOUR . 
conſidered as inconſiſtent with the active duties 
a General or a Governor. But we ſee them 
nid; in the very eminent clfaracter we are now 
contemplating. id was ardent in his addreſſes 
to God; on, ſome occaſions he conducted the reli- 
gious ſervices of the people, as a prophet and a 
"ee © teouſneſs ; r 

public worſhip, as his higheſt pri- 
+ cs — = | delight. But he was net thereby unfitted: 
for the vigorous exertions, required in a  inkekman, 


and a Soldier, He could preſide in the Oy 


direct the movements of a numerous army, and with 
an undaunted courage march forth to the. field of 
battle. In thefe ſeveral employments, alſo, he ak. 
played very great abilities: yet not to his qualifi- 
— but to the divine blefing, we are taught to 
aſcribe his remarkable ſucceſſes in war.. 
Years before He turned his arms againſt the Philiſ- 
Than, about tinee, the Moabitee, 4 Syrians, the 
1040 Edomites, the Ammonites,. and the Ama- 
Huw and obtained the moſt —— victories e 
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we" utter — others were diate 
to him. Such: extendive ee 


> riches into hit 

name illuſtrious far and wide. te Lord 

_ him} / whithetfoever he 1 He was the Lord's 
ſervant, pers þ under his | expreſs commiſſion: and 
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_ this conſideration may juſtify his treatment of ſome 
whom he had fubdued, which var nh 8 us, the appeat- 
He ſought the 

us venge- 


before devoted to deſtruction. The ſtroke of juf- 
ae ris: at laſt it will fall upon the 
the rebellious: and the Almighty Governor, 


ancient — — a nkiderable exiend of 

dominion, till — time of David: for 8 

ſpared;* among other” reaſons, that thi might A 

teſt and a ſcourge” to Iſrael, ! as 4 pricks in their 5 

2 and thorns in their ſides” f But at laſt che s 
granted his e the entire poſſeſſion of the 

country, according tu his word; and not one of 'th 

enemies to ſtand before them. Fhus 

alſo He with his ſpiritual Iſrarl. They 

are the Os of His care and love; ad Ale has . 

gaged to upon them an inheritance of un- 
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n fruits of all thine i e. recen STA Ju 
| | The king of Iſrael was not inattentive als to the 8¹ 
ighteous adminiſtration of government among his ta 
5 e i CO ee 
all his people.. W are thankful, not only for ap 
the! advantages we epjoy under our civil conſtitution, Fu 
but for the excellence- of that ſpiritual: Kingdom” of hi 
-which David's was's type: 3 216 195 19190 207 2 an 
We admire che meekneſs and Venevoletice of MF ef 
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in 
honourable light ; and. here we might wiſh to ph. 
| thera - The ſequel presents us with 2 5 
' melancholy ſtory," | 


mou _ 'tarniſhes che luſtre of R 
reputation, and ma excite in us many fears" for 
: ourſelves. We throne conc what Gas n 
. pleaſed to declare; and we are | at i 
-moſt- inſtructive leſſons are to be learned 
mournſul tranſaction. But we confeſz that we, 
_.ceed to the relation with much 
with a fad: apprehenſiom, ar: Were ajat 
will hereby encourage and harden” themſelves" in 
ales aer perdition. The men - preg 
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to view: the grievous fall of the man of God, we 
tremble, — ine carſtives, leſt we alſo be tempt- 
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Leave us not, 
neither forſake us, O God of oi Benden 5. | 
„With what-onwillingneſs, wick what fear? ay 
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us attention to religion and: adopted the plan of 

Werra 9 + Stang: is 
therefore. remarked; that in an evening tide he 
uoſe from off his bed, and, having, addicted himſelf / 

to ſloth, was the more readily carried away with 
As he was walking upon the roof of his 
was ling herſ al and, through he un: 
| ; the un- 
eye, the ſire of luſtu 
he formed 
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dy impure deſires, to the perpetrating of g moſt 
24 enn 0 IRS eV”, * 
- - - 1 Aﬀter ſome time it was found, that*Bathihebs had ' 
conceived by this adulterous commerce, and therefore, 
that it was likely to become matter of publie notoriety. 
The king, who appears not to have felt 
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Wut, then, was the | lead af MP 
the royal culprit? He wat pd fairly awakened from 
his lumber, IG and humbled” in the duſt. 
en: 2 and horror, of ſhame and ſelf-abhor- 


. than wy 5 5 could utter, he 
3 his heart this ſhort 
frank confeſſion, I have finned the Lord.“ 


He did not offer the leaſt excuſe,” or plead Wen thi 
in extenuation' of his offence, arid, probably. 72 
not to hope, that there could be forgiveneſs 'for ſuch 
ed wickedneſs. ' A hypocrite, indeed, may 
the ſame and acknowledge his crime; 
fo ſo did Saul: but the Lord diſcerns an Went 
difference between the two characters. Ther dif- 
fembler may be” terrified with apprehenſions of his 
danger; but the real penitent. poſſeſſes an utter de- 
teſtation of himſelf, and can Juſtify, God i in his ever 
laſtin vondemnatien. 
. tile David was L with a delle 
his own baſeneſz, ne expecting to be ſud- 
denly deſtroyed for his iniquity, the Lord, Who was $ 
privy. to the inward contrition of his foul,” command-" 
oat gs 9 gh comfort him, that he might not be 
« — up” with over much ſorrow.” Nathan, 
therefore, inftantly replied, be Lord hath pe. 
iway thy fin ;—thou' t not die- et, thou 
the ſtroke of divine ice, was averted from the 
king, and he was to be a monument of mercy, 
it "ks 80 n reproach” 
which he had ht upon religion, the child, + which 
was the fruit of W connection, ſhould 
ſurely be cut ofl. 
© fears of his own deſtruction were hereby 
quicted; but he felt the chaſtiſement moſt painful to 
him; white he beheld the infant fickenin * and expi- 
hy. for his tranſgr tl He mourned, he faſted, 
x ; teſtifying 8 humiliation, and in- 
t Vol. II dulging 
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death of the chil d, he gave thanks, and r. One 
2 of meeting 110 a better world. His con- 
. 
| le. our r even in ch 
=> own FARES 'have 1 8 we ſhould be encou- 
raged to olter importunate ications; 
for .< who * ns God will be gracious 
= us? And though He take from what we 
deſired to retain, we ſhould cheerfully ſul and 
Jove and praiſe Him. 
Do you aſk for a clearer evidence of David 
2 05 200 uel of the hiſtory will 
ih to know the tate "bis 
mind, won 1 review of his late awful miſcarri- 


e? of his palms deſcribe his feelings; and, 
2 for public worſhip, they were an 
| open te of his _—_— contrition. Probably, 
| ſoon after Nathan's departure from him, he retired, 
and breathed out his diſtreſſes before God in the 


penitential language of the fifty-firſt Which 
Was was. qrmporys ed for this mournful There 
the king e in the duſt, « diffolved ; in 
GT the life of his ſoul, With 
unutterable he looked back on what he had 
done, and m_— the dreadful conſequences, and 
heinous nature, of his ſin. He faw the difhonour 
brought upon religion, the righteous grieved, 2 
wicked triumphing, the Spirit of God 3 
and depriving him of thoſe lively 
forts he had once enjoyed. He 1125 1* betrayed his 
truſt ; he had committed an irreparable injury to ſo- 
ciety; — but he had alſo deſpiſed the authority and 
glory of the great chovah; and this conſideration, 
above all others, filled his conſcience with horror. 
Pet he did not therefore ſorrow, 4 as thoſe who have 
no hope.” He was + perplexed, but not in diſpair; 
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iquity in man? Do 


recovered ſooner?” 


vou enquire, 9 


ar —— 22 ſhameleſs 2 


yay. 
'with want of foreſight, or | 
to Him the ſecuring of his own-glory, and believe it 


to be his prerogative, - to bring much good out of 


evil. Let it ſuffice--us,; that He permitted it to take 
8 and, ſince He has recorded it for our benefit, 
e it our concern to profit from it. Away with the 


ſneering infidel, who treats all ſanctity as a mere pre- 


tence! Away with the unſound pr flor of religion, 
and hardens 


himſelf, - in his " wickedneſs! ! Theſe perſons, who 
read the Bible, only to find out excuſes for their un- 
godlineſs, exult in the fall of ſo 8 a N 
and what a holy man once committed, 


heſitate to practiſe. Would you 
enormities from Barde example ? How —.— 
is this? O conſider, that 9 abhorred u 


and dared. not to defend it, as you do. The very te- 
collection of it - occaſioned him the moſt pufigent 
diſtreſs, even to the laſt, > What will it avall you, 
that David once 3 you, unleſs you ee 
ed 
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| Kored' to repentance} and // obedience; a be was? 
While you are ſtrangers to godh forrow, and remain 
careleſs and impenitent, whatever you may plead of 
the ſtability of | the Covenant; and the perſeverance 
of the ſaints, we cannot addreſs you otherwiſe, than 
aut expoſed 0 his Beg W b ates of His law, 
to hery i gnation- ever. turn 

to Him with WING and with ſupplication; for c why 
will ye die? Let there be . over re 
ue Fat po neartk! *—DONGA.. s 
We learn indeadys froni FP ne before FY 
4 raſhly to give up thoſe, who have departed from 
heir, religious profeſſions. Their caſe is moſt awful; 
but wWe ceaſe to wonder, and we are able to  ſugge eſt 
ſome encouragement, while we are ſtu 7 
ſacred records. We are diſtreſſed, and alm 
founded, hen we: obferve 2 2 who! have elit 
{maintained the cauſe 7 of God, and Kſcemed to be 
Pillars“ of his Church, diſgraceotheir! character, and 
violate their moſt ſolemn engagements. But would 
vou, on this account, reproach the truth of God, 
+which they embraced and defended? Surely your 
cenſures are unjuſt. The: principles of the Goſpel, 

| though ſome men deſert them, -are not therefore leſs 
Certain, or leſs excellent; and, though in many in- 
ſtances they appear to have ep of — effect, 
their tendency is to produce a hol We 
do not, then, vindicate the wrong — 0 thoſe, 
Sho have been reputed ' pious z: but we ſeverely con- 
demn it, and warn them, not to deceive their own 
| fouls, or preſumptuouſſy reſt on their former high 
eſtimation! among men. Do you aſk, what we con- 
dclude reſpecting their ſtate? "We [anſwer that we 
5 . of them. Perhaps, they have been 
but we would (rather ſay, 

Fon wile, e and the event will declare it. On the 
pſition! of their ſincerity, ; their dectenſion may 
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own ſtrength-. Look at whe man ter" e 
an heart, and be awure of danger. What ſe- 
curity have you, which he had Sl d But his? 
fall may ben the means of preſerving you's while 
you are dy it to walk hl, not ot 
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through ef fear of diſhonouring ybur profeſ- 
8 by ndalous immoralities. Tou will, hefe 
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a bs A to reſiſt temptation 
whe you you ruſt peace, n. el oP kane 


But have e A be; bod wa 
of Gods: ee been eſtabliſhed in Ne 
Your caſe indeed is meſt melancholy; and,” i 

you are ſincere, you will, probably, ſee the ag. 
garatins of your wickedneſs in a ſtronger light” 
any other erſons ean repreſent. Wen are 
Ber A 2 concl then, e There is no hope.“ 
the» inſtance before us -will* forbid you 
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unciation, 2 The backlider in heart. ſhall be fille 
Now unto — that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only: 
wiſe” God our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, do- 
. both now and ever !” Amen. 
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HE extreme depravity of human nature has 

appeared in the declenſion of David; and 
we have ſeen the grace of God diſplayed in his par- 
don and recovery, He had incurred the divine diſ- 
pleaſure; but reconciliation was obtained, and, as 
a token of renewed favour, a ſon was born to him, 
named The beloved of the Lord,“ to whom the 
promiſes were made.“ In the midſt of judgment, 
the Lord remembers mercy. Logs 05 


The protection of Providence alſo was continued 


to David, notwithſtanding his late ſhameful miſcon- 
duct. His armies proved victorious, and terminated 
the war againſt the Ammonites in a ſucceſsful man- 
ner. He himſelf attended at the reduction of the 
royal city, in order to ſhare the triumph, and adorned 
his own head with the crown of the conquered mo- 
narch. The inhabitants were plundered, and placed 
in a ſtate of loweſt ſervitude, if not deſtroyed by a 
miſerahle death. (He brought forth_thg,people that 
1, were therein, and put them under a and, under 
res of iron, _— them paſs through the 
in.“ This t&eatment of his enemies has 
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inſtructions, they were inclined toi think . 
vourably of ſin, and to gratify their ſenſual ä 
This very circumſtance muſt have been an” addi- 
tional diſtreſs to his mind, when he ſau them har- 
dened through his miſconduct. Alas! we know naß ! 
how np: miſchief of one crime may extend. 


. See Chandler's life of David, and Letters on Infidelity. 
I See the caſe of Adonibezek, Judges, i. 6, 7. 
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ready to ſubmit to His ſtroke, .\ 
ever it e be On this ground, he would not 
ſuffer. the ark and the prieſts to accompany him, 
though they would «wg been a. comfort to him 
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"Os and takes fire at every trifling affront! But, 
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ties of bis people, who only toon to him 
the miſertes which his death might occaſion, prevent- 
ed him from taking the field. He Gong heh 
to remain behind in Mahanaim, waiting 4 

anxiety the event of an en Wan, om 
his extreme affection for his obdurate bl, de he ſeems 
ſcarcely to have wiſhed for ſucceſs. He was blamable, 
doubtleſs, in his tal fondneſs; yet he ' exhibited 
a beautiful example of Kindneſs * iveneſs to 

2 ys whe} he charged the Teaders of his Fr 


« Deal gendy for my fake with the young man, even 


e ſat between the gates of the city, looking 
with the utmoſt ſolicitude towards the ſcene' of action: 
and, when one meſſenger after another artived with 
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— great, it EA you to repreſs 11 
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of God, to be filent in the duſt before Him: 2 
« TN art thou, that replieſt againſt Him ?” In 
LTE and the hopes of forgiveneſs 
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2 exceſſye ns of David were alſo 
tic, and might have been fatal to his intereſt. 
e very men, h had fought- and conquered for 

him, were on the point of de erting him, when they 


received no thanks for their ſervices, and obſerved 
tat the defeat of the rebel, army was bewailed as the 


heavieſt . Upon the cope of b 
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to conſider what effect our ' behaviour may produce 
upon the minds of hers or. elſe, our imprudence 
my] cauſe irre miſchief. Nor "ould we be 
g. to liſten: 5 ee .of. an inferior 


Gough conveyed to us in a rough manner. 


David was not precipitate in returning to the exerciſe 


of government, for he waited, in order to be aſſured of 


the good diſpoſitions of the people toward him: In a little 


1 5 he was recalled by the general voice, and conducted 


k over Jordan, with numerous attendance, and with 
all the marks of - honour and eſteem. Vet, 


| "* in the hour of his triumph, we behold a ſingue 
Aer meekneſs and moderation. Shimei, 

e. profane Benjamite, Who had lately treated him 
with the utmoſt 1 9 and contempt, came with 
on of penitence) to intreat his forgiveneſs. 
he. offence. was heinous, and David was urged to 


make him an example of juſtice: but he. forbore, 
laring | that his authorty was ſo! perfeMy., re-eſta- 
blithed, it could | Ars neceſſary to put any M0 ty 
death: on this groun he ſuffered. Shimei to e . 
with impunity. Do not our hearts adyiſe; like 
hogs. of Teruinh, to take, vengeance. of an enemy? 
Let 'us not pre! 55 the chriſtian, precept, „Be not 
overcome of eyil; but overcome evil with good. f“ 
Me hiboſheth, the ſon. of Jonathan, came 100 
to offer his [FPngratulatiqns on dhe king 8 u 
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Whatever opinion we may form of the jon, 
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to beware of ſin, leſt we eave an inheritance of 


wrath and miſery to our children. 
David continued. to reign and proſp' er. The Phi- 
liſtines, indeed, chalk Wh not. to him as they 


could; but their various aſſaults afforded ſo many 
proofs of his martial abilities, or rather, of the Lord's 
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| very flouriſhing condition of his ſub- 
Satan, who watched the opportunity, ſuggeſted 
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that no prince poſſeſſed larger inions, or com- 


SB Tr a EIT òN1ni . . 


® 4 Sams xxii, 1, Ge. + xiv. 2, Kc. 1 Chron, XXI. 2, ad 


neſs 


| 
| 
| 
; 
| 


. ͤò Ms” 
— F wmüA . R= — 
' 
Es 
GE = 4 * 
- 
2 
* 


SCRIPTURE: CHARACTERS. 
devices af our grand adverſary: for: be . 


* 
= 
o 
o 


7 
11 
FEAR 
TP 
l 
Lo 
Ky: 
4 


are roogeft believers, when ler to 
e At « tis ty It 421 © {7 *IIic +435 10 * 178 T7 
ne accqunt of this tranſaction, it is aſcribed; 

„ and in another to Satan. Rut the ſolution 
Ohm on x 1 hqutthe- ſcriptures, the Lord:is ſaid 
He permits to be done. The ſins 
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conſiſtently with his -righteous: perfetions; He may 
ceaſe to reſtrain the corrupt deſires of our hearts, 
and may ſuffer them to have their full effect. In this 
very way he carries - government over our 
rebellious Lr ſo even the moſt +iniquitous 
ns. form a of His plan 2 and yet He con- 
tinues holy juſt, and good. He might have 
prevented he pen ambition of David from -break-- 
ing forth. into any outward act, or defeated the ſtra- 
tagems of Satan; but He permitted the ſcheme to 
proc 2600 in order that the king might be mote. d 
3 evil of his nature, and that, F 
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Se it; and earneſtly remonſtrated 

for the king's word was abominable to 
Zut, as the err 
this inſtance, to his own devices, and the machina- 
| tions of Satan, the prince obſtinately perſiſted in his 
l ſcheme. At length, however, his conſcience bein 
0 2 he was aſhamed and humbled for the folly 
> = pqganir wickedneſs of his heart: he felt and - confeſſed 


t and importurately deprecated the divine 
Here, then, we behold him in a imoſt diſ- 
treſſed ſituation; we perceive,” from his -examiple, 
n and lers to walk r 
Oi To het Gad rats to him, by revelation, 
to delare. Jo Jehovah's ' diſpleaſure and determination to 
puniſh him; at the 1 it to his choice, 
whether he and his people ſhould uffer by famine, 
y war, or by e The propoſal was afflict- 
ung in every but, as the peſtilence muſt 
proceed e from a hand of God, and the 
king himſelf could no more be ſecured from it than 
the meaneſt of his ſubjects, this was preferred. 
The utmoſt. meekneſs, abraſion,” and faith are 
obſervable in David's er « T am in a great ſtrait: 
let us fall now into the hand of the Lord (for: his 
mercies are great) and let me not fall into the hand 
a man.“ — The fin, doubtleſs, was forgiven: 
but, as it had been of a publio nature, the Lord 
. vould- manifeſt his. abhorrence of it before all the 
nion. Commiſſioned Him, therefore, the 
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God, & Repent, and turn yourſelves from all you 
ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin.“ 
juſtice of God in taking v e has been 
1 ut do we not learn 


O let 
us" be. encouraged to cry earneſtly to God for our 
own nation, rn We 
tave contributed to the eral maſs of guilt: 
about the conſequence? 
Olet us lie in the duſt, or ceaſe not to lift up our 


hands with importunate petitions ! 


Has deliverance been granted? Has the deſtroy- 
ing Angel ſheathed his ſword? Then why is not 
the gracious interpoſition acknowledged? Are facri- 
ices of praiſe offered to God on this account? Do 
we, with overflowing gratitude, record His mercies ? 
What altar have we erected ? or what oblations have 
we preſented to Him? Are we glad to bear our part 
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: meditations; to the cloſe of David's life: 2 
life of uncommon activity and zeal in the cauſe; of | 
God, and! of ſingular utility to His Church! OO - 
are the laſt ſcenes of it the leaſt int intereſting or inſtruc 
tive. This eivitent ſervant of God vi teach us 

| how to die, as well as how to live. :- ++ 17 

þ "Yeaſbelege © Tomant the end of bis ige diebe 

| ſeems: to have 

5 weng fle was, probably, ſtruek [with a kind of 


| dead yall which made it difficult for him-to'fetain 
our yy ker —— — = 
| in 
7 
with his es. He married the young Abiſbaꝑ, 
for the — frame, of fupporting and invigo- 
* =>" Longer nen mann. grati- 
% Hadan unte 
. Whilſt his indiſpoſition unftted him \for 1 
buſineſs, his tranquillity was diſturbed by the 
ambition of one er This, alred, 
e e i EO Or denunciation for his baſs 
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' miſcondud ; and therefore. evil was ſtill *«raiſed-up i © 
out of his on hunſe. It as alſo the IN ac 

; conſequence of his imprudence in not properly re- fi 
| ftraini the cotrupt inclinations . of hid offspring. gr: 
eſſects of is fooliſh-tenderneſs had appeared i pa! 

in Abſalom! s rebellion. ” And” now, Adonijjah, che 

and ſimilar in temper to 'Abſalom, . a WU us* 

if adted boats,” whoa 15 farhior Hol heme he 
2 Te at any mime,” aſpired to the i for 
throne, and aſſi the reins df government. The ere 
fond parent is generally puniſhed. in the ingratitude W fon 
and oppoſition — thoſe very children, whom he has ed 
moſt indulged. For they cannqt be influenced by IU Ne 
any ſenſe of obligation or duty, Who have been ac - dea 
cuſtomed.to be gratified in every wiſh of their hearts. I cail 
By how many are we taught, that the I ren: 
$ rod and reproof give wiſdom; but a child leſt to him- IF the 
1> ſelf His mother to ſhame: Correct thy ſon, i ther 
—— ann, 7 

% 

ogy > af attempt, which ut firſt appeared . erhe 

. dable, was — by the timely interpoſition of the * 
Wag, udo declared it to be the appointment of God, r 
2 ſucceed to the crown, and com- le 
their 

vice 

for 1 

Ive 

xe f 

impri 

wp 

| to le: 
oubtleſs the. Lord will perform all his counſel, nor and | 


enn any human. oppoſition prevent it. But it is our I Aer 
duty, in expectation of the event, to adopt and vigo- © P. 
e e ee 12 
duc #174 | its 
$4 — 5 * Prov 1x. 15 on th 


Fre * 
- 


. 2 4 v 1b 2 149+ 


note it: as if our « are permitted to ſee the 

accompliſhment of the divine declarations, our hearts 
ſhould be fired up. e lively -exerciſe of 
gratitude and praiſe. / "Can we not, from our own en- 
penence, «ſet to our ſeals, that God is true? 
The ſtrength of David was impaired by diſeaſe;. - 
wwell as by old age: yet, according to his — 

he” continued active and inceſſant in his ex gr 
or che glory of God and the benefit of the Church, 

even to the by Much had his 
former part of his life, but a peculiar ſplendour ſeem—- : 
to adorn this bright luminary towards the decline. 
Neither the infirmities of body, nor the oach- of 
death, foreſeen and felt, damped his ardour, ö 
caſed the flame of holy love and zeal to burn with 
1 vigour. © Inſtead of being diſcouraged by 


6 thar he was quitting his place; and ano- 
to ſucceed bins, he appeared determined 


able manner, and by his wiſe regulations and. earneſt 
akortations to extend his influence even to future 
1 

jon, and che proſpe all were, 
. David, faithful and diligent, to the utmoſt orf 
their abilities! Do vou not refuſe your proper ſer · 


wax 8 Ge with ſome paltry excuſes. i 


you ſhould not 
wi to 10 bee th e benefit 2 mf though you 
1e ſoon to lie down in the e, yet ceaſe not to 
improve your talents, that — * ſurvive, may 
be che better for you; and eſpecially be concerned 

w leave a favourable teſtimony to the truth of God; 
nd ſo ſhall your name be had in e- long 
er your departure. 
Perhaps he recovered famnewhat. of his bodily | 

tren h; but, however that be, his mind , retained 
is full vigour to the end. We look with reverence. - 
on the wiſdom and * of the Nn as well as on 
H 3 ' *. the 
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light ſhined in the 


— 9 2 period, allotted him, in an honour- 
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the--authority'.of.. the King, ; while, we. obſerve; him, k 

with aſtoniſhing: care and exafine(s, ſettling; the order bye 

the di Trades and. appointing 

and: employ- | * 

" * Wick 

eminent Reformers in = 

were-a blefing in their 2 8 wor 

whoſe:: zealous. exertions- we derive. 6 i Salo 

benefits, even at this day. The, Lord has a fayour * 

| wh " i 
ſ 

1 

the. 

conſ 

Lor 

T 

the: 

g 

* C 


e. deſi whi elf 
2 i — — houſe for the | 
God's ſervice;: and with the revelation he had recei- 
ved, over-ruling his purpoſe, deputing Solomon to. 
that work, and promiſing to ſecure: the kingdom to. 
his poſterity. He — — therefore, to adhere 
as they 


FA S KFF 


DET 


ſteadfaſtly to God, expected the continuance 
of —— and then, in the preſence of, them all, rl 
'4 1 : : , 1 


*' x Chron, . e + xxviii, and xxix, | 


"1 


ke 


- — * 
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dS. 4-4 a. 
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deſcription of 2 M 2 
mparted from heaven, and ſupplied him with immenſe 
en che building and the ar Difficult 
8 chis 8 mi - appear to one ſo youn as 
Salomon, bis er encouraged: him — the 
conſideration Fe. 5 promiſes, which engaged 
for his n with much energy be 
eſted the elders before him to lend their influence =. 
Ee Having ſet. them the example, he was 
the. — to prevail in — pon them to 
e e their ubſtance to dhe 


The whole company, being inſtantly fired with. | 
mm poly $50 contributed — an .aſtonuſh-- 
vg liberal was done, „net grudgingly,. 
of: of neceſity,” but of a-ready mind and with.great- 7 
madneſs: of heart, as if they accounted it a privilege. 
133 Work. The zeal of the people gave 

animation and delight to their aged monarch, 
ad conftrained-him to break forth, before the nume- 
us aflemblyt,'vinto; the moſt lively and devout acknowg—- 
for the exceeding grace of God in tem. 
praiſe to n he.ge id no vain com-- _ 
to them, but with pious — celebra- 


divine I none putting ſuch an honour. 
"th ag 1 5 . 
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he prayed; that Solomon mi be bene ih She 
adherence to his 1 execute his truſt with 
fidelity. Probably, the ſeventy ſecond palm was 
— — apon. Me 
imp 1 his 
eee ee aha forward, beyord | 
| the proſperous reign of Solomon, to the infinitely 
ſuperior advantages of the government of Meffiah, 
who was to deſcend from his family. He then called 
upon the whole congregation to join in the worſhip. 
Accordingly, wich one heart and voice they praiſed 
the Lord God of Ifraet: and, having done they 
expreſſed their reverence alſo for their pious and be- 
loved King. Very numerous ſacrifices were offered. 
to Heaven; a ſacred feſtival was obſerved; Solomon 
was again anointed to his office; and the regal 2 8 72 4 
rity reſigned to him. 
The effect of this ſolemnity upon the minds of the 
- e dh, have been great and laſting. They could 
not, fufely, but be forcibly impreſſed in favour 
religion, when they ſaw ſuch an amiable pattern of . 
in 2 moſt exalted | Ration, and heard ſo a teſ- 
timony of its reality and excellence from his lips, 
who was then quitting the world. David had fallen, 
and ears, the cauſe of God; but he had been 
ſpared to exhibit full proofs of his recovery; and now 
a , at the cloſe of life, after à long courſe | 
of ſt obedience, he ſhone brighter than ever. | 
—— An example of this kind, in the circumftances 
here deſcribed, eannot fail of being a public and an 
extenſive blefing, Who can withſtand its in- 
fluence? _ 22 
But how are we adde affected by it? What 
-_  'cqnclufion do we draw from this tranſaction? Is it 
- for kings and prophets only, to be zealous for God? 
Are not WE alſo . in our reſpective places, 
to promote the advancement of truth and righteouſ- 


neſs — Mat" 


! 


our families? The little ſtrength, which fickneſs or 
old gy $75 us, IT - 
ing them, n to-main< | 
tain the profeſſion of true in in pray⸗ 
ing for their eſtabliſhment and perſeverance. 7 2825 | 
A magnificent temple was to be raiſed, which call- - 
ed bar the moſt liberal exertions of David and his 
ſubjects. And are there no works ef piety, wich - 
demand our charitable aſſiſtance? Are we _ 
according to our ability, to contribute to the due al- 
miniſtration of the divine ordinances,” to the ſupport -- 
and e of the Goſpel? Ah ! where is our 
boaſted love” to God, if we determine that our reli- 
gion ſhall coſt us nothing? It will be to no purpoſe 
to exhort others « to. conſecrate their ſervice to the 
Lord, if we ourſelves are backward to do the fame: . 
Our own example will be the moſt perſuaſive: argue - 
ment to enforce. the duty. While we are «ready to 
diſtribute, willing. to communicate,” - many around 
us, who are witneſſes of our ardour, may catch the 


holy fire, and unite their zealous- endeavours to pro-. 


mote the honour of God. But let us render the. 
Gacrifice of a devoted heart, not from conſtraint, but 
Ad BEES us a & becauſe 


\ 


— 


mah firſt gi 
Jwur ſervices at His feet, and 


34 5 
4 

9 
"LE * 


bs; N 
ſuch inſtanc 
tude | 
Face 27 
He 
* thou 
portant duties of his ſtation, as the only way, in ö 
> which he could expect the continuance al the Lord's | 
favour,4 He gave him alſo ſome directions, of politi- ; 
Lal expediency, for the regulation of his conduſt toward |; 
certain 5 who wou be near him. He recom- ; 
mended to his friendſhip and patronage the ſons of 
Barzillai, in grateful remembrance of the kindneſs he 
had received from that family. But he warned him ; 
of Joab, as a dangerous impious character, and ; 
charged him to puniſh that inſolent, murderous, and L 
4 Rom. xi» 35, 0. f King, i, 2, & . 
$40 | RT, * adadiſaffected 


e er 265 ene (ra ants 
a repreſentation of che mattes, ich is fair 
and conſiſtent,” will ſufficiently- obyiate the c 

chat David in his dying moments evinced a n 
ſanguinary, and rev engeful diſpoſition. 
can properly be drawn from the hiſtory, than 
was influenced by a regard to national juſtice and 
welfare of the people, whom he was then leaving in 
with, an inerperienced youth. Various commands 
and actions are expedient, and even neceſſary in a ma- 
giſtrate, which in a private perſon might be condemn- 
ed as cruel and dene Unleſs we could diſcern 
che inward principles of thoſe, who are placed in a 
public ſation,” we are very 1ncompetent to decide on 
many parts of their conduct. Let every man prove 
his on work z“ and let thoſe, WhO are forward to- 
cenſure the king of Iſrael, not dare to juſtify vrhat is 
evidently wrong im their on tempers or practice, but 
« ju 2 themſcIyes, that 118 be rf r * 

iel Ul Ai by 

If we would form a fair opinion of this man "of | 
God in the cloſe of life, we ſhould accompany him 


= that falemn. ſeaſon, — he 6.9, to have uttered. 
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his c laſt words.. His dying 


of: his 


he cammemorated 


- ye, of holy obedience, He deſcri 
His appearance by the enlivening influence of the 
ſun, which with its unequalled ſplendour diſperſes the 
darkneſs, and. cheers univerſal naturez. and by the 
renovation of the face of the earth, which the refreſh- 
ing ſhowers produce in a dry ſeaſon. The venerable 


e 
4 
The paſſage has been ally allowed expreſs pro- 
| * of the Saviour; and thi; ere has been ably vindicated 
P tt Biſhop Chandler, in his defence cf Chriftiavity, page, 235. 
| ſtrongeſt 
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1 2 A * 1 . 19 
* ed much di r Ran bi chil- 
r foreſaw dreadful confuſion; * 
7 * teſtified his firm confidence, that 
ly: not withdraw his kindneſs from him, 
fil that ev Me CY I ws] 
rmitted to partake. , Of this Covenant, as the 
all. intercourſe; between God and ſinners, he 
igh eſteem, declaring; it to 1 N. 
* ground of all his 
object of his warmeſt affections. 405 
things, and ſure ;” faid the dying faint; 
is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire,”” His hopes 
might ſeem-to be checked by the very flow progreſs 
in the divine ife, or by the diſtance of 
time, h which, he looked to the incarna- 
tion of the . yet a belief of the faithfulneſs 
and love of God diſperſed his fears. He concluded 
his teſtimony 5 of the character and 
deſtruction of ungodly men. He had ſeen his own. 
throne eſtabliſhed; and he was confident that the 


r oſper, in ſpite of all o 
Such as refuſe 2 are & ſons of Seh 
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conceived. To ſuch caſes as this we are not afraid 
to appeal, for 2 full atteſtation of the reality and ex- 
cellence of religion. It is no «c ly deviſed 
fable of impoſtors, no pleaſing dream of viſionaries 
andenthuſiaſts. There is hatin, which can take away 


® 6c Although he make it not to v. g. m Ir 
either of theſe ſenſes ; the grace of Mo ot been in a vigo- 
E rheta he Fe ppg RP Surety of the Cars 
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| every bitter i dal Mieten, a and inſpire confi- 
dence and joy 1 | — * cons. 


do We por ting "What will pp in ie? 
8 vr ae e ee inen c 

e br learn from the king of © Iſrael, that 
e f flyer hep ay oe CY 
recollection of the 

5h e. we have performed, be 4 
of reliance: but the knowledge” of 
8 ee and à clear view of our intefeſt in 
8 everlaſting, Covenant” will make us more than 
nquerors. at ſhould caſt down the Believer 
No his Face nor his domeſtic troubles; Hot even 
his ſhame and diſtreſs for his miſcondutt and declen- 
fions. Let the merciful engagements of God in Chriſt 
bp properly apprehended and reſted in, and' it will be 
auh e ion for him to joice. Have we, then, 
4 3 the Saviour, according to this exalted de- 
= tion of him? Are we convinced of the Equity 
| is goverment, and become his obedient ſubjects 
48 ay felt che cheering beams ef this „ Fun of 


ghteoutneſs ?“ Have the refreſhing ſhowers of his 
| wen life and 'vigour to out” ſouis? He, to 
out y Jayid RS forward — . 4 2 of a 


r 940 0 
Fold of this S ce . do e eſteem 
It? Doe we atthire it, as ordered im al things 
* peffect and entire,” wanting nothing“ And can 
| we credit its promiſes, as ufo perf Ie this our whole 
| dependence towards God? And is it the defire of our 
IN. that we 7 gontinue to enjoy its bleſſings 
pon. earth, and obtain e completion of chem .ip 
Heaven ? This would be indeed to t eſemble the dying 
1 But how numerous are 8 2 
e 32 


e —_— * P 


h!” what, aggrayated ruin awaits cem! 
r 
hall reſiſt them, like the ſharp- pointed 

at, bas Ge executioners of the divine ven- 
geance ſhall be ſufficiently armed to deſtroy them, 
and ſhall « bind them in bundles to burn them. 
This eminent ſervant . of God, we have ſeen, 
had been obſcured by many a dark cloud, but at laſt 
his ſun went down with uncommon ſplendour. « He 
died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and ho- 
„ «After he had ſerved his own generation 
by the will of God, he fell on ſleep, was laid 
unto his fathers, and ſaw corruption.“ T In his 
life he had been actuated by an uniform regard to the 
will and the glory of God, while he ſtudied to pro- 
mote the bel intereſts of his people; and his end 
was in peace: the good man cloſed his d:y of labour 
with compoſure and ſerenity, juſt as the wearied 
go to reſt, Great and uſeful as he had been, he 
was not exempted from the ſtroke of death; but, 


=> 


like all his fathers before him, he rienced the 


original ſentence againſt ſin, « Duſt thou art, and 
unto duſt ſhalt thou return.” Such is the concluſion 
of all human 4 exp Kings as well as beg- 
gars muſt lie down in the grave, and ſee corrup- 
tion, Let us not covet thoſe. envied diſtinctions, 
which we muſt ſoon reſign, but ſeek for that true 
excellency of character, which alone will accompany 
us into the eternal world. Let us turn from the con- 
ſideration of David to a ſerious examination of our- 
ſelves. Are we ſerving God in our generation, as 
this illuſtrious Prophet tid? Or have we the fame 
bleſſed confidence, that we ſhall « behold the face of 
God in righteouſneſs, and be ſatisfied, when we 


| ® 7 Chron, xxix. a8, + Ads, xiii. 36, 
| awake 
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awake with His likeneſs e The 8 de- 
parture cannot be far diſtant. 'Ma ive dili- 
F Jeden ure, and 
count not our liyes dear unto ſo that we may 
finiſh/ our courſe with joy, 4 receive the pro- 
miſe of eternal inheritance, among the ſaints in 


| Aght Amen. 
| ü wit 4j 
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'DAVID a type. of CHRIST. 
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HE life and character of David are of ſuch pe- 
culiar eminence in the ſacred writi that 
— demand a large ſhare of attention in theſe 
practical obſeryations. It will appear, that he was 
much honoured of God, if we . remark the very high 
exaltation to which he roſe, the continual protection 
and ſupport he received from heaven, and the exten 
five conqueſts and dominion | beſtowed upon him. 
Nor did theſe conſtitute his chief glory: we admire 
the exceeding grace of God in his ſpiritual attain- 
ments ; and when we conſider the depth of his con- 
trition, the ſtrength of his faith, the fervour of his 
love, the activity of his obedience, we are not afraid 
to aſſert, that, in this ſenſe; he found favour beſore 
God, and was « a man after his own heart.“ * 8 
In another view alſo, we look up to him with ves. 
neration, as a preacher of righteouſneſs, a pr | 
of the Lord, and one of the inſpired authors of the 
holy ſcriptures. . His poetical compaſitions evince- 
the ſublimity of his genius: but they are to be regard- 
ed as ſuperior to the productions of mere human; 


1 Acte, vii. 46. xiii, 22, 
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abilities; for they are « the. word of God:“ it was 
the Holy Ghoſt, who ſpake by the mouth of 
Davide: Theſe divine Hymns were intended, not 
for inſtruction only, but as models of prayer and praife- 
for the Church in all ages, to aſſiſt us in our private 
addreſſes to God, and to enliven our public devotions. 
Many things, indeed, will be found in them, as might 
be Ave 4 unſuitable, to our caſe, ſince our cir- 
cumſtances widely differ from his. But they exhibit 
an excellency of, 

to imitate, '- a". Perhaps, their principal recommendati 


is, that they contain ſuch glorious predictions con- 


cerning the Baviour of the world. Some haye thought, 
that they all have a reference to Chriſt ; but, not to 
inſiſt on this opinion, a large part of them confeſſedly 
to Him. Even where . muſt be. a. literal. 
application to David, we are compelled to ſeek for 
a 'much/-nobler ſenſe, p16 i teeotrarte ner tiath 
great Redeemer. A 1 
P A 
tion of the old teſtament, Him who was to come, 
« the conſolation of Iſrael. There we perceive 
the high di 1 perſon of Chriſt, who 
is David's id's Son, and who, as: 
the ſupreme Ood, demands the love, truſt, and wor- 
ſhip: of bis people. We learn what offices: He fuſ-' 
tains for them, and behold him 28 cbeir Frorhet 
Prieſt, and King, their Shepherd, 7 
| ne We view him in all the: — 
of his iation, aſſuming our nature, 
his abode on the earth in circumſtances wn = 
meanneſs, contempt, perſecution, and miſt 


laſt: cloſing his ſuffering life by an  ignominic 

painful death. The Ty hs. (he in which be rem 
o de betrayed, mocked, ſcourged, crucified, is point- 
Fd out with" an x aſtoniſhing Gaines. We hear the 
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dexifigns;of. bis Se and. bis own. hea com- 
eee We 
with him to the . bat 0 e 


are les 


a. ſhall judge hs warts in 
t a chain of connected and valuable 2 

is $i 7 Shall we , not praiſe the condeſcenſion 

our God, i in iving ſuch clear information of the grace 


of the Goſpel to his ſervant David, and in preſervi 
theſe holy records for the confirming of our fai 
and enlivening of our hope? O let us ſtudy the 
plalms with an eſpecial regard to Chriſt, that we may 
view the Ea * _ ” * ha 
our knees, let us r «the Spirit of wiſ- 
Fi 4 and revelation in the knowlodge Him 
But, though David — deen elevated 
in his devotions, and favoured ich remarkable diſ- 
r of the character, the work, 45 ſuffe 
lory of the „En it 5 „ 
he wr I opt a bitter and implacable pit eaſt his 
| Ka fp and the imprecations, contained in his own. 
potions, are adduced in ſupport of the 
is an important ſubject; but our 
wil Reich er 14 Ka nor permit us to conſider it at 
large. Vet ſome things may be ſuggeſted in reply. 
It cannot be ſaid, ſur dy, that the preceeding hiſtory 
. exhibits him as a man © f ſanguinary, vindictive tem- 
r. Ho many proofs are given to the * 
Nay, we may venture to appeal to various 
of the pfalms themſelves, for an undeniable teſtimon 
of his compaſſion, lenity, and forgiveneſs towar 
the moſt injurious and murderous enemies. Theſe 
obſervations ſhould lead us to a more favourable con- 
ſtruction of ſuch parts, as wear de e 
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There are other folid reaſons, which incline us fo to: 


The Lord God himſelf preſided as the chief 1. 
trate, in the adminiſtration of the Jewiſh wel. | 
ment, which, has therefore been called ow bel 

CAT. To Him the in 1 1 Wi ſubject was taught 
to look up for redreſs, and Him the obſtinatel7 
rebellious were warned to expect condign puniſhment.. 
In this view, then, David might appeal to God, 
intreating Him to determine the equity of his Cauſe 
inf ing the threatened on his enemies. 
This at leaſt will 5 5 many of thofe places, in 
which he-appears to, pour forth bitter gc Thus 
he eciied in his 7 « Hear the right, O Lord, 
attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer that 
th not out X felg 104 lips. Let my ſentence come 
forth from thy pre KY let thine eyes behold. the 


R ſuppoſing a change 
t n n1 5 a . 
in the mode of which is 2 N 
brew language, the imprecations are no other than 
predictions of evil. e moſt calamitous events, 
| | then, which ſeem to be defired and prayed for, may be 
only foretold as about to happen: and when it is faid,- 
« it be thus done,” it may fairly be tranſlated, 
at leaſt in many places, «It ſhall be ſo accompliſhed.” 
Such declarations do no t imply, that the ſpeaker or the 
writer really wiſhed for thoſe events, or felt any im- 
patience, malice, or revenge. Otherwiſe, we muſt 
charge theſe deteſtable tempers upon the moſt holy 
men, at the very time when the Spirit of God reſted 
on them in an eminent degree. They uttered what 
* agreeable to His will, and by that particular form 
44 of ſpeech might deſign to teſtify their obedient ac- 
ans 


oY » Pal. xvii. 1, 2. 


— Taalage ö 
foture tenſe of the indicative, 
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quieſ- 


Ads, i. 16, 20,——Theſe-i 


* by One 3 an extraordinary character. 


E 


a A ena 


| bete Let it be allowed, then, that David, 


wrote under the divine inſpiration, and 
his moſt tremendous curſes muſt 
or who are we, that we ſhould pre- 


al orion 


12 4 to n 1 
It is evident that this is a fair ſtatement of the caſe, 
becauſe ſome of the moſt offenſive paſſages in the 


are in the new teſtament aſcribed to the H 

Compare Pſal. hcix. 25, and cix. 8, with 
recations, therefore, 
angry and malicious 


7 in defence 


words, ſince they are no patterns for our imita- 


tion,, being delivered on extraordinary occaſions, 


Or perha of them, che Lord Jeſus 
Chri, — bed M eſfiah, is the chief ſpeaker; 
and He himſelf, as the ſupreme and righteous Judge, 


paſſes ſentence. on his enemies, and demands their 


pon 
wrathful anger take hold of them!“ 


os an mien oe of 
Out and ac be fog 25 3 
y 


ta our plan, to enter largely into it; but, as 
hes is highly intereſting, and as it may tend 


* Plal, laix, 21, 24+ cix· 20 + Rev. xvi. 7. 
to 
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tion 

- For 

A inthe duſt, Ne doctard; that the n | 
be recovered from: their - captiv „ and te ſerve the 
Land their God and Dævm their ing.“ I The new 


\ 
1 


| nt, which" is careful to aſſert the completion 

ef the old, introduces to our view the glorious Per. 

kiſs to che Jews, as the Son And ſucceſſor 

Wir eir ancient ruler.” Thus dhe An Gabriel an- 

/ "n6unces his proach, | & The Lord. hall give 
Big nbd ne of his father David.“ T 

We ſhall hol ending vey, briefly, of What fort this 


5 lance is, and what inſtruction we mj 
eo © e den not, indeed, an on eit 
inſtance of Mes which 2 fruitful 

| E — but touch only on thoſe points, w. ich 1. 
e der and generally — It c t rike ure trifling WM 
ace, the town d 1 


| this circumſtance was the the of an nets pro. 


and effected by à very ſingular interpoſition ai... . 
f ==: Perhaps, alſo, it Cefe3ves' our notice. 
N. muy k MC twilg,cs | $i yada. | Feel. xxuiv. 23, 24. xxxvb, A 
44, 23. Bok is 5 3 Lake, L 3. Mic. v. 2. 
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. that David, 2 | he Fon 
andthe bl Hecke de ex- 
 hibited''2 the good ſhep- 
bed who = $A 
one of them ſho eth down his life 
for them. + How great is H N m un- 
Wee in His care! 46 CIT 


RE BE e e of God bs bis i 
" office, and'conlſecrated to it with che holy oil. 


4 


 caſe.of our exalted Leader is the fame. ough, in 


"a ah 
- deſeription, given of him by che Father, who, ge- 


e,; mean das a root out. of a 


neſs above. his fellows.” Such is the | 


mands our attention to bim on this ground-F, Herein - 


. , we: perceive the eminent qualifications of “ Meffiah 
the Prince, and admire. the harmony ;of- the three 
«Perſons, - A => and accompliſBing, the plan, of 


: 


"Ham, who, comes 0 over 28s « for Him b 


"David yas defgned for the k gee, 42d the, 
Cre, 10 im in it, Was ed 

before he received the full poſſeſion. He had to 
through a ſeries of painful and complicated trials, in 
1 to attain the promiſe. - Thus alſo the acceſſion 
of,, Jeſus to the dominion. 1 for him was long 
1 oppoſed. Thougb the Lord God had, declared his 
fited determination, to „ ſet his King upon his holy 
un of Zion, d He choſe to permit various enen, 


| ez. + John, x- 11 —13. 4 Pla atv 7. 
/, Y Aſa Ai. 2. Jaun, vi. . ; JPA. i. 6. ; 
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ö to his pu r 


our ſalvation 
SS 
Conſiderable portion of his life, in a ſtate of reproach, 
perſecution, and diſtreſs. But all iſon fails, 
hen we advert to the caſe of Him, in his tv 
any other, & A man 
ief,” + Vet a ſmi- 


miliation was more nfflicted than 
of ſorrows and acquainted with 
= 3 owed. * 
expectations avid probably ekpoſ hn 
to many envious cenſures. His own kindred, in par 
- ticular, reviled him, as acting from ambitious Tom 
and other corrupt principles. When firſt he diſcover. | 
eld his eminent abiliti — &T know thy pride, and the 
maughtineſs of thy heart, was the and 
cruel ſpeech of his elder brother;f - We remember 
Jieſus alſo, coming under the very fame malicious 
from his near relations according to the fleſh, 
When his divine power was manifeſted in his mira- 
Wor oe they ſu 32 — 1 
R eeking to be known | 
+ wel, thou do things,” aid they, 4 | 
yielf to the world.” „For neither did his — | 
ren believe in him.” $ Shall the followers of Chrif, | 
then, wonder or ſtagger in their minds, when the 
meet with ſneers and co ? «Tf they have called 
the Maſter of the houſe Beetzebub, how much moxe 
mall they call them e houſhold? ] Nay, we 
are taught to expect chis very treatment from 
3 we are moſt in intimately connfted. q. f. 
In the very 2 perſecution, which David endu- 
" "od from the 
reſemblance 


"the holy Chia of Saul, we perceive 4 
both Herod and Pontius ilate, with the 


child Jeſus, whom 
the people of Iſrael, were — togeth 


r . & ²˙ a... 


tiles aud 
. of 
en Ge; Lord intended to ſet upbn the throne 0 


. Heb. l. 10. m. m. 3. 1 18am. Wil. aß. 5 Jobo, 
. 3 — 5 | Matt. z. 25. 4 r. 36, „ Ad-, iv. 27. 
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Aint Maltiah." Not" only hape "the Othtiles been 
. ays E: 90155 His nent, but «he unto. 
„ e eee 
E ie | 

will ob hve Mi to reign over us.” + D 
55 was Ce: 2 rince” of life ; and ny 


ny, fa ed nini, 0 5 = 
E = Even his 5 . 
5 4 1 4 W de e Ken 1 Ore 
eſpecia 0 en a near attendant 8 
perſon, e with his — of a c er . 
A ſinilat eg that of Ahitophel, a baſe | 
: Him 755 the hands of 5 Ae It will 
not be overlooked; that the execrable wickedneſs of 
Ju is Eribed, and his awful ſentence denounced, 


1 47 ch might have | 
res e Ne ality FL 
vid in his deepeſt n | 
Ne ore; than any other example h us 
o ® poſſeſs our ſouls in * and to fay; The 
Which my Father hath given me, ſhall I not 

nk” it wes” Ah! how ide 


have we learned to 


Haid received, in fome bis halt bs 
rge meaſure of divine u Hoy But there were 


E 5 e We behold the N al 

.. thGugh ever es? ts God, under ſpiritual deſertion, 

"=> 3 with the dread of his Father's wrath, 

* 925 the Tock of tis cen ator, «My Got 
E 0 

{ hs” Bel thou elke mef bf * The 

N Got hay ſometimes de in A ſimilar caſe, 


Ft * John, I, 12. + Luke, xix. 24. 13 

$ Matt. xxvi. 46. I. 14, 48. ' Pil. liz. and cix. 
„ Toki; Wil. 11: f Pil. bib, 2. 2 46. 
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we may de alſo glorified together. oh 

„ . r 21 UE | 
armies of Iſrael, He ſtood forth 38 an 
champion in their cauſe, and conducted them 
one glorious conqueſt to another. He alone dared 

to enter the liſts, and maintain a ſingle combat againſt 
he proud Goliath. Not indeed by human means, 
or by mere ſtren of arm, but «in the name of the 

He fought, overcame, and deſtroyed the in- 

- ſulting ſoe. At length he ſaw the. perſecuting 
removed, the Philiſtines ſubdued, and all the nei 
bouring nations either deſolated, or made tri 
to him. . Thoſe, who had N to conſpire 
him, were utterly defeated, e with con- 
fuſion. Thus, es he had y endured; he 
obtained the 1 ria and od enemy a. very extenſive 
dominion. / was conſtituted ſupreme governor of 
all the tribes of Iſrael,” and, in a ſenſe alſo, « the head 
of the heathen,” + ſince many of them profeſſed al- 
legiance to him. | 

Such was the type, which exhibits a manifeſt re- 
ſemblance of Him, who (is 


Commander to 3 
rc others, © Fong 
lifted up an enſign to * e, and enc 

his fai ul ſoldiers with this. aſſurance, that he will 

go before them, and fight for them. He has ir 

taken with his own arm to ſubdue the proud ry 

bs ale pron 14 moe ig lg _ of Urael.. 

0 ailed againſt him; « through death 

has deftro ed him that had the power of death, 

2 the Devi * We rejoice in e 


mes, ret 9. f 
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the fey: IF nn 3 
wh his hig Yance- 
2 before his her 55 to 5 he faid, 

Ae ra dee and in 


3 E Ade Pell Hath it fet hm 2 s Own righ 
"hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, 
ind power, and might, and dominion,” and every name 
hat is named, not in this wo 


dut alfo in that 


which is to comet As yet, indeed, his fpiritual go- 


_ ernment has not attaine its utmoſt extent 0 


F&on; for it is in a ſtate of 
2 
A 
kings fhal 

2 l ere f., fer Pax © i int reign ct he a 


gradual increaſe. 
ement. _ ſubmiſſion to his yoke. But 
3 3 in the day of his mare * 
before him; all nations 


Put all enemies under his feet .“ This is that «root 
"= eſſe, which ſhall riſe to reign 


over the . 


im ſhall the Gentiles truſt . 


Jo ſtill perfiſt in their diſalfe 73 to, him, 
hoon row their arms, lux. 155 for mercy, 


and be ſub) 
the further progreſs of this 762 
Prord upon thy "thigh, O mo 
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— of the And 5 
n not perecive 2nd. on ON Motrious: Head, 
aſinilas care to promote che comfort and proſperity 
his. Church ? He requires our ſerious regard to his 


ught to look; as to the great . 
Fats and, from obedience to Him, 


his day, we frequent his houſe, | we . 
we 
pony Ty we Ae his fai miniſters, and 


kiten to „ the word of reconciliation ' We rejoice, 
allo, in the expectation of his | preſence. and bleſſing; 
for he has ſaid, Lo! M ee even 

unto the end of the world t. Nr T1 = 5 
4 * of 31: 17 ; 


ig ® Jer. xxiii, 3, 6. + Matt. xxviii. 20- 


1.3. Dayid 


n SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


venefs 'of his moſt violent "oppoſers.” But, though 
withed not their deſtruction, cheir continued difaf- 
fection made it necefſary-to inflit-the ſevsteſt puniſh- 
ments. Such alſo is the government of Jeſus. He 
« deſireth not the death of a ſinner, but that he 
may turn from hie wickedneſs and live.“ He weeps 
over the moſt obdurute, intreats them to be recon- 
tiled,” and offers them a full and free upon 
their unfeigned ſubmiſſion to him. But let not the 
rebellious, who perſiſt in their contempt of him, pre- 
ſume impunity. His enemies fhall lick' the 
tuft: He will deſtroy them that hate him: He will 


| break them with of iron: He will daſh them in 


eces like a potter 's veſſel.” How forcible, then, is 
SS e e «Kiſs the ſon, left 
He be angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his 
wrath is Kindled but a little. Bleſſed {ade ies that 


put their truſt in him. > 2 Fiothe 

4 The Lord Gol egen the covenine of roply 

with David, and, by expreſs „ enſured 20 his 
the poſſeſſion of the throne of Judah f. This 


was emblematical of the ev Covenant, 4 

8 
n Jeſus: 

_ thiough all generations; Such is the gracious: 
claration, addreſſed, indeed, to David as the type, bu 


in words which are ſuitable on] . 


My. merey I Leg for him for everaiore, and 
eovenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him. His ſeed alſo 
I make to ' endure ſor ever, and his throne/as the 
4550 of heaven'+.” Here then, we perceive our-own 
ſecurity under our-exalted leader. The Lord Jeſus 
reigneth: and ſo firm is the foundation on which his 
un rg rf Mr re rag 
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8 e entitled to the benefits of the 
ene "to whom the promiſes belong; and h 


1 .. e ee "ſhall live allo f. 


ee een e ſuperior! 


viour. Nor is it poſſible, that any 5 oa 
give us an adequate conception of his dignity and 
Perla In his human nature, He may be repreſented 


y a man like ourſelves ; but he poſſeſſes” Aide per- 
fections, and is above all deſcription, as —— 8 — © the 
nels of his Father's glory, ry the expr 

of his perſon!? The dominion alfo,. which. 2 ex- 
erciſes, gehe in its excellency, its advantages, its 
extent and duration, all the kingdoms which have been, 
or can; be eſtabliſhed on the earth. All others muſt 
 falliBefore it, and finally be ſwallowed up in itF; but 
_ Jeſus ſhalt reign for ever and ever |. 


cbligations to che Son of Ged. Shall we not, then, 
xo ˖ 2 * truſt, and obey” Him? 

we not 1 and triumph, white 
we'confide in "Hine? de LENT 
dis intereſts, and exert every faculty to promote” his 
cauſe in the world? Shall we not ſhout <*Hoſanna 
to his name, and pray that the whole earth be 


filled with his glory?“ M He take to himſelf his 
chat the king-- 
en 


eat power, and ſo extend hi 
2 of this world may become the ki 
Laender his Chit 21 Amen. R nam Ct 
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perſon, eſe life comes next in order, 
. Pda 3 at one time, in a ſtate of high- 
eſt advancement, and, en, reduced to extreme 

a man, ho was raiſed above 


ſpecies, not 'only by his rank, but by 


ho lev] of hs 
rated to a W of folly and ee 


ſuch an z inſtance, we ſhould have ſuppoſed impoſſible. 
Where, endept in our firſt parent, have we met with 


2 ſimila examples, the moſt eminent wiſdom diſgraced 
the baleſt apoltaly? Per ee e rn 
to pronounce concerning the final condition of Solo- 


mon, nor is it neceflary. The inſtructions, to be 
derived from this awful caſe, are neither doubtſul, nor 


unintereſting to any one. Let us ſet ourſelves to 
the conſideration of it with true ſerionſneſs of mind, 


, And with earneſt prayer, that, whatever might be the 
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W 0 mon ſplendour, at laſt ſet behind a cloud. 
1 r — recovered? * 10 
at a to ani wer. recovery is not &xpr 

elared; and perhaps the leſs — is taken of the flat 
in which he died, that we may be the more afraid of 
apoſtaſy. His backſliding, Which was very offenſive 
Ga, brought extreme diſtreſs upon himlelf, & The 
Lord was angry, with him; and, by an immediate re- 
velation, . his len ſunes and his determi- 
Fe — wo of the kingdom from tbe 
Various temporal calamities, 
2 imbi e the decline of his life. Oppoſition 
againſt him in different parts of his do- 
— through the righteous judgment of God; andhe 
—— the painful information, that his own ſeryant 
Jeroboam, by the divine appointment, would ſhorty 
rule over ten of the tribes of Iſrael. His envy and re- 
ſentment were therefore kindled againſt Jeroboam; 
and he ſought to kill him: ſo — for ſome time 4 
leaſt, he Fl not ſhew a any proper contrition for his of- 

Fence, ſince he warned with his puniſhment. - :. 
Vet it is generally ſuppoſed, that he died a true pe. 
nitent. It 10 preſumed, that One, who was named 
e Beloved of 5 Lord,” would not be finally abondoned 
to the "machinations of Satan, It is thought, that his 
very caſe was foretold, when the Lord ſaid to David, 
DANES Wee and he ſhall be my ſon: if he 
commit 
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commit iniquity,” I will chaſten him with the rod of 
men, and with the ſtripes of the children of men: but 
my merey ſball not depart away from him, as I took it 
from Sand, en! put away before thee.“ ?“ AN 
The ſtrongeſt proof of his repentance is the book of 
Eecleſiaſtes, which was evidently written in his old 
age, after a long experience of fin and folly. Here he 
confeſſes and deplores his madneſs ; and, in the cha- 
rater of The Preacher, warns others by his oπ⁹] jn 
example againſt the inordinate love of preſent things, 
and particularly againſt fleſhly luſts, which had brought 
him to the very gates of hell. Let us ſeriouſly attend, 
then, to this awful caſe, as deſcribed by himſelf. 
« Whatſoever mine eyes deſired, I kept not them; 
I withheld not my heart from any joy: for my heart re- 
joiced in all my labour, and this was my portion 
of all my labour. Then I looked on all che 


works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour, 


that I had laboured to do: and behold, all was vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, and there was no profit under 
the ſun.” + Indulge no longer the vain expectation of 
obtaining happineſs from any ſenſual gratifications. If 
the world, with all its advantages, were able to ſatisfy 
the ſoul, and afford real joy, Solomon would have found 
it ſo: For he gave full ſcope to his deſires, and: tried. 
every, poſſible ſcheme of pleaſure; yet he was diſap- 
pointed in all; and, for our admonition, he has left 


this inſcription on all-earthly- enjoyments, « VANITY 


In Arty 1 
Baſe as the e of Solomon was, the grace of 
God could recover and pardon him. To that grace, 
which is treaſured up in the Saviour, we refer all thoſe 
who are ready to deſpond under a ſenſe of their ; 
vated guilt. Far as yo have - wandered from 
232 N. none _ pager > 1-0 
| ements, Return, ye iding children, 
and the Lord will heal your backſliding,” But let 
5 23 * 2 Sam. vii. 14, 135. + Lecleſ. . 10, 11. ö ; | 
| Ko nous 
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. Hone- derive enchuragement from the mercy or the 
faithfulneſs of God, ſo as Ae 3 becauſe 


He is good. Say not, 

vile affection, « We mal l bi be e every 

We have once known. the pas pier er 

ſuffer one of his ſheep to periſh.” | Your, confidence 
is grounded on a fad 2 of an acknowle 

. truth, and is therefore ; 2 dangerous W eee 

You may be deceived in your opinion of yourſelves; 
and you may have deceived others by your religious 
Gone. Suſpect your boaſted experience. Many 
who were atterly unſound, have ſeemed, for a ſeaſon, 

to make conſiderable progreſs in piety. /. Search and 
try your hearts: and, whatever has been your former 
Nate, Do the firſt works: Repent, and turn your- 
ſclves from all your tention, ſo Ne 
not be your ruin.“ 

We cannot conclude our account of Solomon, 
without adverting to the more glorious e, 
. whom he in a very eminent manner. 
New T nt "declares, that - One greater than 


_, Solomon is come to reign over ue, and to poſſeſs the 


throne of his father David. May we not ſee ſome- 

thing of His exvellency, . repreſented to us in 
this figure? 

The enen W a wre exaed nde, the 

child of promiſe; and, by expreſs direction from 

e received an appellation, which implies 

he was « choſen of God and precious.” He alſd w 


- conſecrated to the regal office; and, hike the king of 
- Ifracl, though He be SEG „He will finally ex- 
ecute and ſtinate rebel againſt his go- 


vernment. He cannot nor bi impoſed on, by any ſpecious 
tales, but moſt accurately diſcerns deen different 

even as Solomon diſtin ed the real from 
the pretended mother. An hyporrite ſhall not come 


11482 Him“ Let us not dare, then, to put on 
£ counterfeit AT. of piety. The remarkable 
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fefigured eſt” 


r ſouls. — Phe 
David's immediate fucceſſor was appointed, in an 
zevial-matiner, to build the temple of the Lord. 


Therein alſo we perceive à repreſentation” of that in- 
finitely en work, which is committed to 


the Son of Concerning Him, too, we under-- 


roy. oy “ He ſhall build an houſe for my” 


name . !ritual edifice riſes from age to age, 
under his care; and whatever oppoſition be made, it 
ſhall receive continual increaſe. “ He ſhall bring forth 
the heaMone thereof with ſhoutings, crying, 2. 7 ˙4 
gtace unto it! He has laid the foundation, and His 
555 (milano re 1.45 How a —4 honour” 4 
ing à place in it! Happy who, & as liv 
"ain are built up a ſpiritual houſe, for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit.” T He calls upon us to 
aſſiſt in the arduous undertaking. Let us exert- our 
abilities, conſecrate all that we have to this ſervice, 
and account ourſelves highly favoured, in contribu- 
ting to promote the glorious plan. Who is there 


Loni? 


The moſt prominent feature in Solomon's charac- 


ter, we have ſeen, was his wiſdom ; and here again 


we diſcover the ſimilitude of Him, „ in whom are hid 
al the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge.” $ This 
wiſdom, he poſſeſſes without any limits, and diſplays - 
throughout the adminiſtration of his government: a 
meaſure of it, alſo, He imparts to his people. 
Let us attend to his ſolemn addreſs: « Unto you, 


Col. ii. 3. 
, © men, 


WRT, EVO M07 10% 7 
unquty, as well as equity of Solomon's. reign, . 


+ Zech. . 7,9. 11 Ne l. 3. Erb. l. a ·-— 
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Omen, I call; and. my voice is to the ſons of man, 
O ye ſimple, underſtand. wiſdom ; and ye fools, be ye 
of an underſtanding heart. Bleſſed is the man, that 
heareth me, watching + ly at my gates, waiting at 
the poſts of my doors. For whoſo findet 3 
eth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord. But he 
that ſinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own ſoul: all 
they that hate me love death 
. , Multitudes, even of the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank, 
reſorted to Solomon. But alas, this is not, as yet, 
fully exemplified. in Jeſus. He. has hitherto been 
« deſpiſed and rejected of men.” His glory, how- 
ever, ſhall ſoon appear; and then, © even the rich 
among the people ſhall intreat his favour.'”+ «All they 
from Sheba ſhall come : they ſhall bring gold and in- 
cenſe ; and they ſhall ſhew forth the praiſes of the 
Lord.” 1 May the, Lord haſten it in his time ! May 
the Glory of the Saviour be revealed, and all fleſh ſee 
it . N Hdſanna to the Son of David ! Bleſſed be 

the King of Iſrael, that cometh in the name of the 
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HE ere n which were MPT to „ N 
ſerve the hiſtory of the church, relate chiefly to 9 


But: others of à different deſcription are pecaſionally | (20 
brought before us and * demand our ſerious at- 4 
kentlen. Doubilds "we derive- much profitable " $337 
inſtruction from rr. 2 doned, as well as from / | | 
the moſt excellent characters. The former ae 1 
our nature in a ſtate of awful degeneracy, and call us Wi 
to humiliation, penitence, and prayer, The latter ex 
hibit a more pleaſing view; but they afford us n 2 511 
cauſe oft ing, for they.prove only, what the grace 
of God has done for our fallen race. 2 1 pe eee 
A ſinner of peculiar infamy, depraved beyond the | 
common meaſure of his ſpecies, is now propoſed. 0 
our conſideration. “ There was none lice unto Ahab, i 


who did ſell himſelf to work wiekedneſs in the ght 

of the Lord.“ May the odiouſneſs of his naine "I : jth ; 
ter us from the moſt diſtant imitation of his: ec. IM 
unple ! e * re 2 — „ <p REITtR 12 1 6 
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| After the death of Solomon, the kingdom was di- 
vided into'two - according to the divine threaten- 
Ten of the-rribey of Lrael revolted from Reho. 
boam, the ſon of Solomon, formed themſelves into a 
ſeparate government under the conduct of Je 
were ne yer ore ſubject to the hoùſt of David. 
pon this revolution alſo, they forſook the worſhip of 
the true God, and, probably from political motives, 
eſtabliſhed idolatry as the national religion. Jeroboam, 
their new leadety to prevent them from going up to 
the temple fervice, and to detach them more entirely 
from the kings of Judah, commanded them to.attend at 


Dan and and to bow before the golden calves, 


which 5 had haas. ſet up. Baar bad effects of the 


* en from Be be .and Tir princes were 


at 22 bile and abominable. 45 
ab was the, ſeventh in ſucceſſion; ; hd during 
whole ſeveral 10 Fi the vation made a continual pro- 
frefs in fin. t other conſequence can be ex- 
pected, when men forfake God, and are given up to 
2 45 es Nm ? 8 N of _ iter 7 Cod; 

e juſt judgment of an an od 

: 9 f — it not to Weds It 
bog er each reſolve | to tread in the ſteps of him, 
who had gone before, or rather, if poſſible, to exceed 
Him in wickedneſs. Such was Omri, the father of 
„ e ” oe t evil in the eyes of the Lord, 
and did worſe than all that were before! him *.“ What, 
then, could be looked for from the ſon of ſo abandoned 
4 father? We have known, indeed, inſtances of real 
and eminent piety, arhorg the deſcendants of profane 
parents. But ſuch is the influence of education, ſuch 
the evil teridency of human nature, that children are 
prbhe to imitate bad examples, and very a in learning 
the corrupt practices of their 1 leſs the grace 
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e bv iy mT not Lie Mem- 
ſelves the authority of their parents; for they 


hall anſwer for their ae hn og econhec 
expoſe them to r ers and tem 
W lit do not furniſh them with art excuſe.” Lo | 
Ahab warn them of the fad eo uences of imi 
the bremeneß of their neareſt, ions or progeni- 
tors. W 
Ves betre This impious prince was 15 ſooner in 
— 4 poſſeſſion of the government, than he ſhew- 
ed himfelf a decided oppoſer of true re- 
He not only caſt off all regard to the ſervice 
Faber but went farther than any of his predeceſi 
fors, inaſmuch as he introduced the deteſtable rites or 
the heathens, and erected a temple for Baal. Some 
part of his zeat in this buſineſs we are to aſcribe: to the 
alliance, which he had formed. He married Jezebel, 
the dau ghter of an idolatrous king a woman of a - 
fierce, nes peeing and abandoned diſpoſition : and it 
n compliment to his queen, or in- 
deen ey her inſtigations; he committed ſome atro- 
_crous andes, which; bad as he was, he would not 


* done. On her account, probably” he. 


„ Kings, xvi. 30, 33. 
FEY became 


an SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


berame an advocate far Baal, td bump the Lord's 
NF to deſtroy them; 22 2 . Ahrend. 


bel bon frequendy dors dhe, dear patiner; who 


. — and virtuous, prove a; tempter and a ſeduc 
ow 


tion of our readers. Your. future character 
and perhaps your eternal ſtate, may depend 
on | ON, - m You are 
to be united for life, Beware, leſt a- regard to world! 


proſpects, your ill- directed fancy, or the ſolicitation 
of your luſt, draw you into ſuch connections, as may, 


in "the iſſue, be fatal to your ſouls. | Suppoſe not, 

that you can withſtand every enticement to evil, 

while you ſee how many have been overcome. Nor 

1 that you ſhall convert her to the cauſe of 

truth, who is yet an enemy to it; but rather fear that 

Euer — would be more and more corrupted. 

| can you expect the bleſſing of God, if you 

- _ a&tincontradition to His will and command ? Is it 

for you, than it was for the Jews of 

N to be thus joined with an unbeliever? Or is your 

religion of leſs * than their's, that you: are not ſo 
concerned to maintain it? 

The Lord is patient and longſulfering ; 3 in the 
miſery, which. ſin occaſions, even here, we perceive 
an evident token of his diſpleaſure againſt it. The 

| prophet Elijah, whoſe miniſtry had been deſpiſed and 
oppoſed, was ſent ta denounce the judgment of God 

the king for his . and accortlingly, » 
long d t and famine. reduced the whole e le 
the utmo extremity,* Ahab himſelf felt the ſtreſs, 
+ | but was not humbled by it. He ſtill perſiſted, in 15 


ate, and hated, and perſecuted with murderous 


* x Kings, vii. and xviii, - 
denn l | rage 


Thould be the- counſellor: and favourer of every ming 


many have given up. their principles to pleaſe a 
wife "This. thought, ſurely; 2 engage the atten- 
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the faithful meſſenger of Heaven, He continu- 
e patroniſe and ſupport above eight hundred prieſts 
of Baal, and ſuffered the prophets of Jehovah (except 
a hundred, WhOm good Obatliah concealed) to be put 
to the ſword at the inſtigation of Jeze bel. 
The moſt calamitous events will not bring men. to 
a right mind: nay, ſome bold offenders become the 
more obdurate under the divine corrections, Such is 
the hardneſs and impenitence of the human heart, that 
neither mercies nor will, of themſelves, ſot- 
ten or ſubdue it. A 4 * * nal! 
Though woo'd and awd, 
Bleſs d and chaſtis'd, a flagrant rebel ſtill 1? # c- 
How many, like Ahab, Kaye deeply revolted from 
God] And has He not, in various ways, ſolicited 
your return? But, though He has afflicted you in 
your perſons, your families, or your ſubſtance, are 
you. not ſtill in league with fin? Is not the ſpiritual 
worſhip of God, and the miniſtry of his ſervants, of- 
fenſive to you? Numerous inſtances, at leaſt, occur 
of the very fame temper, which appeared in the king 
of Iſrael. Ed CHILES diving 954 hg 
Ahab had ſought for Elijah from one nation to ano- 
ther, it ſhould ſeem, with a murderous intent; and 
1 Ne the prophet voluntarily preſented himſelf be- 
ore him, he had no power to hurt him. He reproach- 
ed him, indeed, as the troubler of Ifrael, but ſtood to 
hear his faithful reproofs, and, as if he were won over 
to his fide, complied with his requiſition, in ſummon- 
ing the prieſts and the worſhippers of Baal to a gene- 
aſſembly. There he himſelf attended; and, when 
he had beheld Elijah's decided victory over the advo- 
cates of idolatry, probably under the conviction which 
that victory produced, he conſented to the death of 
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| four biomired and fy of the very prieſts,” whom he 
had introduced and fy | 
ef "Te $8 e ching We wer of we ald abs 
character to be ſtruck with profound awe, and reftrain- 
„ 
ious n. There is a power in odli- 
E. end the ee of Goſe who 
links it; and chis che proudeft finnets often fo far feel, 
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as to de 'uhable to on their violent 6ppoſition 
ann virigithang rn 
em. \ 


Perhaps ſome good peo dd; reſolutions, in 
fayour of the ele were produced in Ahab's 
breaſt by the late occurrence; and for the time he 
might have intended to baniſh idolatry. It mi 25 
dAlſc, wich a deſign to put his 9 to 5 the teſt, 
125 Lord 172975 him, and delivered, him from 6. 95 
famine. Thoſe, who kr are fan belt 1 — 
ae * intervals of ſerious reflection, 
under the painful viſitations of Providence, 
or; T5 lemn admonitions of a preacher, which may 
_ Conſtrain them to form ſchemes of amendment This 
has been the caſe of thouſands, who have "harp in 
their fins;. we ſhould, therefore, be warned from them, 
not to-trifle with our n. Our afflictions may 
be femovech as were thoſe of Ahab, on purpoſe to try 
us. O let us ſeize the convenient opportunity, 
prove chat we eee to flee rom the wrath 
to come.“ 

What, then, was the effect with Ahab 2 He re 
® ported thoſe remarkable tranſactions, which he had 
- himſelf beheld upon mount Carmal, t his queen Je- 

zebel: and this might bo ne AE he NY. ge 
N Bur her rage was excited, when ſhe heard that 
4 favourite prieſts were deſtroyed; and immediately ſhe 
' vowed to take yengeance on Elijah; nor did Ahab, 2 


1 Kings, xix. 1, &ec. 
11 he 
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Are there not. thofe, alſo, among 

with a full perfuaſion of the truth of 
afraid or 2 to ſtand up in its 
who therefore tamely acquieſce in the 

violent ſchemes of its oppoſers? What baſe cowar- 
dice and treachery is this? In fuch a cauſe, it is not 
ſufficient, - nor is it poſſible, to remain neuter. For 
thus the Saviour has determined, He that is not with 
me, is againſt me.“ „ 1 hs; 
" Ahab was not properly affected by the di- 


Nt Years before . A 
Eee. vine mercy in the removal of the famine; 
9. nor was any reformation produced in him or 


his people. We might therefore, have expected, that 
ſome heavier judgment would have been inflicted, and 
the protection of God entirely withdrawn from them. 
But, though impenitent, they were ſtill favoured, _'A 
very formidable attack of Benhadad, the king of Syria, 
threw them into the utmoſt confternation, and threat- 
ened them with inſtant deſtruction. + Yet Iſrael ob- 
tained a very ſignal deliverance: again and again their 
inſulting foes were overcome, not by their good ma- 
nagement, but by the gracious appointment of Hea- 
ven. This victory, indeed, was granted, not ſo much 
out of kindneſs to Ahab or his ſubjects, as to ſecure 
the divine gory in the puniſhment of, the Syrian king, 
who had blaſphemed the God of Iſrael,——lt is not 
uncommon, for one wicked man to be the inſtrument 
of chaſtiſing another. Sinners, you may be ſpared and 
ected by the providence of God, in preference to 
ome, not more leer than yourſelves. A longer 
time of trial may be allowed you: but depend not on 
your preſent eaſe and proſperity. For deſtruction 
ſtill be near, even at the doors. Or, what will it av! 
you, that your life be protracted, if you lengthen. out 
your days in iniquity ? Pap f 


* Matt: zl. 40, f 1 King, Kr. 1, c. 
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Benbadad was delivered into Ahab's power, for the 
expreſs purpoſe. of being made an example of juſtice, 
Ahab, however, neglected his commiſſion, and 
a Jn 2 lenity not only permitted the inſolent offender 
to eſcape, but treated him as his brother, and entered 
into a fooliſh covenant with him. This conduct was 
highly offenſive to God, who, therefore, ſent by a 
. prophet to reprove and to threaten him for his diſc 
lence, aſſuring him, that he muſt ſoon. Joſe his own 
life, in lieu of the criminal, whom he had ſpared. 
i | We are not at liberty, in any caſe, to Sulu the max- 
ims of pride or worldly prudence: nay, it may fre- 
quently be dangerous to liſten to the dictates of com- 
on: in every minute particular, the will of the 
Lord ſhould dire our ' plans. 5 
The triumph of the king of Iſrael was ſuddenly 
turned into gloom by this ſolemn reprehenſion; but he 
ſtill retained the ſame unhumbled ſpirit, even under the 
rebuke of Heaven. Inſtead of imploring forgiveneſs, 
e he went to his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed, full of 
_.enmity againſt God and his prophet. . The influence 
of divine grace will diſpoſe us to juſtify the ſentence, 
by which we are condemned. But « the haughtineſs 
of man“ is unwilling to bow before God; and there- 
fore ſinners are inclined to vindicate themſelves, to be 
ſullen and angry, and to quarrel, with the declarations 
of God againit them. Who can acquit himſelf inthis 
matter? Have you not been forward to accuſe your 
Judge, when you ought to have taken ſhame to your- 
ſelves? Have you not complained of the ſtrictneſs and 
8 ſeverity of His law ? And when a faithful application 
1 has been made to your conſciences by the miniſters of 
Chriſt, has not the effect been the fame, as with Ahab? 
. Have * not «gone to your houſe heavy and diſ- 
i eee 
Shall we, then, envy the monarch, upon his throne? , 
' He had obtained a ſignal victory; but the wrath of. 
God was kindled againſt him. He poſſeſſed a king- 


dom; 
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_ avaritious difpoſition ! « 


you. No: you deceive. 8 ſomething e 
would then be wanted. The rich and the rosea 
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him extremely, wretched 


could not ſatisfy his deſires, he fixed his eye upon a 


garden.“ But this Was the paternal inheritance. of 
another perſon, Naboth, who, it ſhould ſeem from a 
conſeientious regard to the law of God ſ refuſed on 
any terms to relinquiſh that, which deſcended to him 
from his anceſtors, and was ; entailed upon his family. 


A refuſal from his own 1 ane haughty prince 
y 


could not bear; and merely becauſe he could not ob- 
tain the acceſſion he had longed for, being filled with 
rage and anguiſh, he gave himſelf up to a ſullen deſ- 
ene . 

Pha ſtriking picture does this exhibit, of the ſin, 
the danger, and the miſery of an envious, proud, and 

R with ſuch things 
as ye have.” x Some little enlargement of your in- 
come or your eſtate, you ſuppoſe, would quite * 


are as fur from the ſummit of their wiſhes, as the moſt 
indigent. If you had Ahab's property, with Ahab's 
temper you would be truly wretched. Why ſhould 
you not be ſatisfied, 'as you now are? Only pray, that 
You may enjoy the love and bleſſing of God with your 
poſſeflions, and you will find, « a little that a right- 
Webel hath, is better than the riches of many 
wicked.“ E Ste $heY DEDT CIRET 
It rarely happens, that a perſon of a diſcontented, ma- 
lignant ſpirit is not hurried away into ſchemes, of vil- 
lany, to accompliſh his object. Satan, probably, or 
ſome of his agents, will furniſh a plan, if you be diſ- 
poſed to follow it. The infamous queen, Jezeb 
contrived. and effected the deſtruction of Naboth | 
* 1 Kings, xxi, 1, K f Lev, xxv. 23. 1 Heb, alli. 3. 
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| bf God.” he cried Gut: « Haſt thou found 
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the U petty that ſhe” might 


ſects. The 


_ veted vineyard? If he were deaf to the reprpofs of 


an ca, . in him che oft pi 
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the deſires of 
the King.” Ahab, indeed, did not in that tran. 
action; _ bur he plainly win Fanny and in mediatehy 
ized uf pla bates if k his 325 fu 
Ithoug wife might be the more naw of. 
fender, he himſelf was N ler 4 tor princi- 
and ready to comply wich uitous pro- 
firſt propoſer of a crime 155 doubtleſs, 
the moſt culpable; but he, who ' cheerfully Joins as 
an accomplice, ſhall bear bis own ſin. Nay, even he;. 
Tho Sig approves the wiekedneſs of anot er, and is 
to. reap the advanitage of it, is chargeable with 
485 of guilt, which admits of no rue | 
490 what is the fruit of unjuſt gain? Does it 
give peace to the poſſeſſors, or anſwer their expec- 
tions? What was Ahab the better, for his much co- 


- DD 


1 he was made to hear the ſentence uf God 
from the outh of Elijah, who arreſted him upon the 
1 in 2 ery ct 

rophet on 
7 gnfal feelings, 
quite da him. Bei fantly ſtruck 
wi ter 4% read his doom in the countenance 


O mine enemy!“ Alas cbuld he look for, 

53 ene, in the meſſenget” of Jehoval'?” Elin 
6 upon Him che p tranſaction of Naboth's 
r, and predicted, that he and his queen, and all 

his family would ſhortly be cut off by violence. | 
Ah | what miſeries follow the  commiſfion of ini- 
quity ty? And how vain are the hop ' which'fintiers en- 
wErtain, of ſecrecy or impunity! « Be ſure, your fit 
will find you out.” God is pri 1 0 al your purpols 
and fooner or later will brek el Ain you with confter- 
nation at the 85 t of your own wickedneſs. It wil. 


enunclations of vengeance drive = 
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to repentance, that you may avoid the indignation, 
which is ready to fall upon uu. 2 9 
Was Ahab, then, a penitent } We might have ſup- 
poſed ſo, at the firſt appearance. When be heard his 
awful: condemnation, ,< he rent his clothes, and put 
ſackcloth upon his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſack- 
cloth, and went ſoftly.” Doubtleſs, he was alarmed; 
and by ſuch a conduct he made an open confeſſion of 
his fin. But, whatever horrors of mind he felt, he 
experienced no real contrition, no abiding change; as 
the ſequel of the hiſtory will prove. Yet even this 
external humiliation procured him ſome temporal ad- 
vantages. The Lord expreſſed a favourable notice of 
it, and declared, that the judgments ſhould be a while 
delayed. The offender was reprieved, but not par- 
doned. A further trial was granted him; but the for- 
dearance of God produced not its proper effects. 
Ho aſtoniſhing is the divine 1 toward thoſe, 
. e the outward figns, of converſion, 
ta appear unwilling to receive a — fin- 
ner, Where profeſſions of ſorrowy are made, he is 
often pleaſed to ſtay or to withdraw his hand from 
taking vengeance. | Let us, therefore, bow at his 
ſootſtool, and confeſs bur guilt before him. But u be 
* om He is not _— No — ſhew in 

men can impoſe upon Him. You be 
terrified at death, and under the dread of dinhatiols 
may ery for mercy. You may aſſume the garb and 
the language of penitents, continue in love 
and in þ with fin. Are there not thoſe,” who 
lately expreſſed great diftreſs, and an earneſt deſire of 
amendment, in the time of fekneſs? And now, when 
they are reſtored to health, and again put to che trial, 
is not the warning forgotten? Are not all their reſo 
lutions broken! do not, at leaſt, with che ſame 
fervour implore forgiveneſs, but, like Ahab, when 
they feel the rod removed, return to their gs 4 


* 
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d What, then, will he the iſſue? What, in- 
ed, can be expected? Let us attend to the cloſe of 

this wicked life, which exhibits the diſſembler dying 
e in contempt of God, and by his righteous judg- 
m e out + 41 Ot £11 
Years before / {In conjunction with Jehoſhaphat, who had 
Chin, formed an alliance with him, he prepared 
% for war againſt Syria . At the inſtance of 
 Jehoſhaphat, he pretended to conſult the Lord; but he 
called only for his idolatrous prieſts, whoſe approbation 
was eaſily obtained. Their compliant anſwers, how- 
every did not ſatisfy, Jehoſhaphat, who wiſhed for a 
. © Prophet of Jehovah; and then Ahab obſerved, that 
there was a man of that character, Micaiah, whom he 
- hated for his tremendous denunciations. We do not 
wonder at ſuch. a declaration. Can the miniſters of 
God expect the love and favour of thoſe, whom they 
are conſtrained to warn and reprove? The preachers 
of the Goſpel, muſt proclaim the terrors of the Lord, 
without reſerve, 5 it is probable, that on this ground 
many of their hearers will quarrel with them. It is 
true, ſinners, they cannot “ propheſy good concern- 
ing you, but evil. And ſhould you therefore hate 
them, as Ahab did Micaiah? Rather, hate and re- 
nounce your iniquityz and they will bring you a dif- 
ferent meſſage. TIX $0233 2} B 
Me admire the courage 2 Micaiah, who, 
at the hazard of his life, rebuked the king of Iſrael, 
and foretold his ſpeedy deſtruction in the propoſed ex- 
pedition againſt the Syrians. Provoked by this bold 
addreſs, the haughly prince caſt him into priſon, and, 
as in defiance of Jehovah and his prophet; ruſhed into 
e battle. Such an avowed oppolition to the voice of p 
God and his miniſters is indeed an awful ſign. We 

44 fear. for thoſe, - who will not liſten to- admonitions, j 

For «he that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 


1 Kings, xxile 2, c. 
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eee? agg. 
f hall ſuddenly be be wag; that without re- 

. eln ei e ent eee, 
promiſed himſelf a longer reign 


the hand of God found him out. He was wounded 
by an arrow, ſhot „at a venture,” but directed by 
unerring wiſdom ; and wounded in the very part, where 
alone he was vulnerable, © between the joints of the 
harneſs,” He felt the approach of death, yet gave no 
ſigns of EIA, and Nr ired mg ic. 
According to Elijah's prediction, the icked u 
his blood; and the whole family was ſoon e 
exti ted. bit. +1 | 8 7 
"What a ſolemn narrative is this? O that it might 
have its proper effect upon careleſs finners ! You flat- 
ter yourſelves, like Ahab, that the menaces of God 
will not be fulfilled; you hope to. eſcape his j nt: 
but, with all your contrivances, you cannot fly from 
it. A more awful deſtruction, than that of Ahab in 
th battle, is prepared for you. Still you ruſh on, and, 
in ſpite of every warning, preſume that you ſhall not 
periſh. "You are enraged with thoſe, who foretel your 
ruin: but they muſt continue to declare, „O wicked 
man thou ſhalt ſurely die+.” And ſoon «ſhall the 
right-aimin thunderbolts go abroad, and from the 
cout, as from a well-drawn bow, ſhall they fly to the 
Some, we truſt, from an apprehenſion of danger and 
a belief of the Goſpel, are ſeeking by humiliztion and 
proyer to obtain deliverance. «© Turn ye to the ſtrong 
hold, ye priſoners of hope.“ $ Jeſus will graciouſly 


®Prov. Mir. 1. I Exck, xxxiii. 8, f Wiſd. v. 21. 6 Tech. ix, 12. 
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hall go forth, ud day an 
- eſffettually preſerve you: Eire rn 
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to Him for refuge, you 
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were the e reviving che true 
e In 
ter, nom propoſed to us, belo 
ſcription, ane ee eminently diſtinguiſhed in the 
. ſaered hiſto ws the fon * the good king Aſa; 
| e i owed much much to the example and in- 
ſtructions of ſuch: a father. © that the children of 
godly parents were duly ſenſible af their peculiar ad- 


vantages, and anxious to improve them, as they __ 
Se beſt purpoſes] KFbnenge 


Jehoſaphat, 


av 
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Piel D years 11 nation 5 cr the bl 4 5 of his 


1-4 55 holy ce, chey were tauglit and 
' — to walk in 12 of righteouſneſs, N How 
excellent, how lovely is true religion! From the 
of ſuch a oy may we be excited to imitate, 
en en le 


 corruptions of Bs ne 5 kingdom, and ſet 


uſes; which obtained a 1 
his own ſudje sts. He not only avowed Hil 
Tetvant of Fehovah, but manifeſted a peculiar zeal, 
courage, and delight in his obedience to hit. Grievel 

for” the ignorance and profaneneſs which had ſpread 
throughout the land, he took the moſt effectual method 
to obviate and remove them. For he feut Prieſts 4nd 
Levites, accompanied 3 ;of ithec principal officers 
'of his courts to publi im | the divine law 
from city 1 Thus 1 550 piety of the Church 
and — ae the State were united and exerted 
for the nobleſt purpoſes. The king of Judah, then, in 
ais religious fervour, reſembled his illuſtrious anceſtor 
David, whoſe conduct, it ſhould ſeem, ere, beſt 
pates-of it, he propoſed for his own imitation; : 
Great were the advantages, which reſulted to 5 
dbaphat in particular, and to the nation at large. He 
ſoon became a proſperous, rich, and potent prince, 
4 and ſaw his ſubjects around him ſecure, peaceable and 
. g was recompented.with the * and 


ee xvil.-7, \anic 1 
the 


wiſe and u pright government; and by his pious exhor- 


n 8 


Dis Freges 


JE HOS HAP HAT. 27 
the Hlefling of that God whom he ſerved; & The Lord 
was with Rim; und to this cauſe we are taught to 
aſeribe the affluenee, the honour, the {tri and 
the tranquility, which he enjoyed. The facred hif- 
tory requires us to acknowledge the hand of God in 
every event. Not a -ſparrow falls on ne 
without Him.” This is but little regarded: for are 
not the laws of nature, or thoſe vnmeaning terms, 
fortune and chanee; ſubſtituted in the place of the Di- 
vine Providence? And is not Jehovah n excluded 
from the government of his own world? He is not 
ſought to, for ſucceſs; and the praiſe” of it is not 
given to Him, but to human diligence, foreſight, or 
good mana t; or if there be no pretence to any 
of theſe, it is referred to ſome lucky hit, of which no 
account can be rendered. O ſinners, we warn you 
not to preſume upon your abilities, nor to ſuppoſe that N 
your ſehemes will certainly profper, notwithſtanding 
your «contempt of religion- The God of heaven, * 
whom you ſet at nought, may inſtantly defeat your 5 
beſt concerted plans, and turn them to confuſion. 

How wonderful is the dominion which He exer- 
eiſes over us! He diſpoſes of all our concerns, ac- 
cording to his roger appar! but his interpoſition is 
not uſually viſible. governs all our hearts, and 
accompliſhes his purp: 1 this fecret inſlu- 
ence, Yet we are free; for we act agreeably to our 
own views, deſires, and paſſions. This powerful ac- 
ceſs, which God has to the human mind, myſterious as 
it is, muſt be confeſſed in the hiſtory” before us. fe-. 
hoſhaphat “ had riches and honouf in abundance; 
and his ſubjects were inclined not only to obey him, 
but to bring him many preſents; - becauſe < the Lerd 
ſtabliſhed the kingdom in his hand.“ He was not 
haraſſed by outward enemies, for they raiſed no war 
againſt him; but, if we would affign the reaſon, we 
muſt look higher than Jehoſhaphat, and obſerve a 
ſtrong and « CR Pants upon thoſe, — 
* neee. 7? 07 ＋ would 


re 3 
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would otherwiſe: have diſtreſſed. him: « the fear of the 
Lord fell upon all the kingdoms. round Nay, 
many of them, who ſeemed unlikely, made large 
and voluntary offerings to him; ſo that his wealth and 
ificence were increaſed exceedingly, - - 
n this i then, at. leaſt, the and the 
es of re piety will be acknowledged. tn 
<IGF —— it is amiable and uſeful, but it is eſpe- 
ſo, when ee. A zeal for 


| ould proce the molt decker — as to ny 


— egard to religion be-inimical to the temporal in- 
5 of the community, or contrary to ſound politics 
1 would not prevent an attention to the { 


of 

dominions. Forts might be built, garriſons 
Ade numerous armies maintained, and large buſinek 
tranſacted, as. in the realm of Jehoſhaphat. A better 
e however, than that of all human means 
of protection, is, Ihe Lord would de our defence; 

he Holy One of iel our king,” 

But nat merely cly are pious rulers an extenſive bleſlngs 
Ft a lives r are ſo, as far as their 
It is incumbent upon us all, to 
1 wy hows. Job tn honour of Gol 
pos phy ſouls. are ready to remark, 
probably, how much Prat Gs rhe might do, who poſſeſs 
and how much you yourſelves would ds, 
ne Alas! you know not your own hearts, 
not faithful in that which is little?” 
et up che worſhip of God in your houſes! 
gh, vou preſide not, as Jehoſhaphat, over a king. 


ſhould not you i your domeſtics, as he did WM for 
ap in «the. book. of the law of the Lord?” furt 
be co nt, hae do not recommend one 8 
ang Profit andther. Begin, therefore, with 
: ſeek to the Lord of Lcd, 2 
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. that by old ev at 

„ and 100% and thus in rn, 
erns? Be it ſo: care not for it: 

er in 4 os caſe and receive an hundred fold 


The Lord: ville yo a tnach of he * e 


this life, as i ient 1 2 wok for « Kc rickies , 
ud honour come of Him.” edo not exhotrt you 15 
enter upon a reli * courſe from the merci 
peftation of wo ity: yet the ku” e 
vants' of Chriſt 9 vently obtain even preſent advan-. 

which more counterbalance all their loſſes. _ 
Ofthis at leaſt be aſſured, and it ought to ſatisfy * you 
the Lord will be with you, as He was with Jehoſhaphat, 


via But no humafi character is perfect: in tie 
un, ev e e. a ſad defect was found. Ak! 
7 ng to our pride is the conſider- 

Ar of Þ ws N d 3 , Which remains in. 


the moſt excellent of the Tan Vet Jehoſhaphat's . 
olfence conſiſted not in the commiſſion of any gr 
iniquity. 'Doubtleſs, he ated in a diſhanourable and 
incongruous 3 if we regatd his religious pro- 
— Though he had di covered ſuch 

firmneſs in oppofing idolatry, he was induced, ro-. 
bably from worldly motives, to form a connection 
with. idolaters. 15 e indeed, that he ſhould go ſo 


be e es and to his eneral on- i 
duct 


ut every believer, feels that within himſelf, * 


which will abt for ſuch unſteadineſs in others; E 1 
he ſays, „The evil, which'T would not, that I 0. „ ag 


Perhaps his riches and his honours were a ſnare to 

him, © We know, at leaſt, the danger of proſperi 
for i 2 1 5 puffs up the mind, and ſuggeſts 8 
8 which are very unfayourable to, 


Rom. vil 19. 
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real piety. ( Jehaſhaphat joined affinity with Ahab,” e 
the wicked ruler of ry He . his ſon. Jeho- 
ram to Athaliah the daughter of Ahab. Pez he 
did this from abſurd maxims of policy; it might be 
from the expectation of uniting the two kingdoms again 
under his own. poſterity. But it was dilpleaſing to 
God, extremely hurtful to himſelf, and a miſchievous 
. example to his ſuhjects. -Alliances of this kind, with 
ſuch as have no true regard to God, have been fatal 
to thouſands, who once appeared eminent in religion. 
Little harm may be apprehended from them; for it is. 
generally ſuppoſed at fit, that the acquaintance. be. 
tween the two families need not be very · intimate. 
But one thing inſenſibly leads on to another; and if 
you make any advance to conciliate the favour of pro- 
fane.-perſons, you will probably be drawn. into famili- 

- afifies and compliances with them, which once you 
would have abhorred,. eee e Whos, 
Intermarriages will naturally produce an intercourſe 
between the parents of the reſpective parties. Jeho- 

'  ſhaphat viſited Ahab; and whilſt they were feaſting 
together, the king of Judah, conſented to join his for- 
ces with Ahab, and to accompany him to battle againſt 
Syria. He did not, indeed, renounce or conceal. his 
religion in that wicked court; for he adviſed, that 
they ſhould conſult the word of the Lord. But alas 

how vain to think of enquiring of God in ſuch an 
houſe! Four hundred of the idolatrous prieſts of Baal 
Were introduced, and Jehoſhaphat was compelled to 
hear their flatteries and their lies. Probably, he felt 
Acud, aid therefore deſired, that Micaiab, the faith- 
ful prophet of Jehovah, might be ſent for; but he 
could have little ſatisfaction, while he ſaw the man of 
God. and his meſſage derided, and could ſcarcely ſpeak 
in bis behalf. | ee e 
Tou plead in fayour of alliances with 1 wo 
- |, ſons, that your uſefulneſs may be thereby extended; 


| 


ſince 


bo * — h - 0 a ti " 
ns 
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fince you may draw thoſe over to the ſervice of God 


who are now prejudiced W hn But does not the 
contrary effect more uſually take place? It is not fb 
likely, that you will profit them, as that they will hurt 
you. If you cultivate an intimacy with them, you 
will be led to make ſacrifices, which conſciences 
condemn: at leaſt, you muſt often be filent, when 


mouth ſhould be open to bear witneſs for God, 


beware, leſt you wound, if not deſtroy, your ſouls, 
in compliment to them. © | | 


Prudential motives are alleged; and it is alked,. 


Why ſhould we give up the proſpect of great advan- 


tage It requires no proof, ſurely, that to violate 


a plain duty from a regard to gain is an avowed rejec- 
680 8 God. But it deſerves our notice, that thoſs, - 
. who embark in any wrong ſcheme from lucrative or 


ambitious views, are generally diſappointed, ——Jeho- 
ſhaphat accompanied Khab to the battle, in direct op- 
poſition to the Lord's prophet ; and there his life was 
expoſed to the moſt imminent danger, and reſcued 


from the aſſaults of the Syrians, only by a miracle, 


The Lord ſuffered him to come into the utmoſt ex- 
tremity to convince him of his guilt, and then inter- 
poſed for his deliverance. While the enemies com- 
afſed him about to kill him, © he cried out, and the 
ord helped him; and GOD MoveD THEM to depart 


from him.“ -He was permitted to eſcape : but what pro- 


fit had he received from his viſit? The Lord, who 
pared him in mercy, ſent a very ſolemn reproof to 
him, and a denunciation of wrath, for affociating with 


the ungodly.%——The ſaints are puniſhed for their 
miſcondu&, but not finally deſtroyed, as the wicked 


are. And do we not obſerve, by the awful reprehen- 
fion and chaſtiſement of this upright and eminent ſer- 
vant of God, that the peculiar fin, into which he fell, 
Is moſt hateful and pernicious ? _ e 


® 2 Chron. xix. 2, &c. 


3 Jehoſhaphat 
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Jeboſhaphat returned to his 5 and, a * 
* lant attention to his proper N 3 
Joe the miſchief, hich his familiarity with Ahab, 
polity, pro produced in the nation. te ould ſeem, th 
derable declenſion had taken Alas! how 
a err are ſinners to throw off re wh when 
rulers or teachers ſlacken their dil ence, yu 1 
- felves betrayed into wrong ph i 

Judah, then, ſet himſelf again to en his 58. 85 

with the ſame holy ardour as before. He attended in 
erſon to correct Ae and to deliver inſtructions. 
Nor were his labours vain: « He brought back the 
ede to the Lord God of their ae The regu- 
and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, alſo, through 
every part of the land, engaged his ſerious regard, 
He appointed judges and officers, and charged them to 
_ execute their truſt faithfully, as in the preſence of 
God.——How defirable is it to ſee thoſe, who have 
declined, effectually recoyered, and p proving their re- 
govery by a 2 and ſtriẽt performance of their duty 
in their different ſituations of life! Enough remains 
for each of us to do; eſpecially as much harm 

| haye ariſen from our former negligence : and 
"we cannot expiate our paſt. iniquity, yet the remem- 
e & it iculs excite ws 66 yg her in the 


work of . 
E BR bd who had ben threatened vi 
| 2 2 Gene don made to know, 


* Cs Re 85 alone, without 
28 hPa I. bo muſt have been overwhelmed by 
his confederate enemies. A numerous hoſt of Moab- 
ates, 9 N others 2 5 his Were, 
. 
245 he felt ſhame and diſtreſs for ga” as wel 
on account of his er. But let us obſerve 
{ms ac le pattern of Banden, ith, 1 


-* 2 Chron- px, , fe, 


devotion. 
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unt all/the ſurrounding nations, being ſtruck with 
awe, no more dared to repeat their hoſtilities. To- 
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| had only 6 # lad fill and fee his gegen T 


Him, dev aſcribed 
13 93 move CN 


as th e — that «the 
Lord had made them to- rejoice over their enemies.” 
The hand of God appeared ſo manifeſtly in this event, 


the divine influence, then, exerted upon the minds of 
bis adwerſaries, and not to his own wiſdom or courage, 
| eee e eee, r 


Nine 28143878; 

. — of this tranſation} How 

i behold in the pious king of 
| nod Baekſliders, who are puniſhed. for. their of- 
| fences, may be encouraged from him to renew their 
application to the throne of grace, and maintain their 
dope in God. You may be brought into ſo great 
—_ that an eſcape may ſeem impoſſible; but when 
2 — Hen, not hat to do, lift 1 
8 to the Father of all mercies, and” wait for 
| His e Only come with unfeigned penitence, 
poorer rare” 3-21 gr Jes promiſes 
for help. Go forth with joy and confidence in Him, 
nl bello that HU byes Ho hate ah, You ſhall 
not point en no refuge, 

He will dilplay bis: power, fa Hy r 


Ne then, does our God. 3 * «His 
compaſſions fail not. Come, and let us return 
unto the Lord: for. He bath torn, and He will heal 
us; He hath ſmitten, and He will bind us up.. Our 
and car the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
| earth. In our deepeſt diſtreſſes and moſt im- 

minent dangers, when all viſible means of ſafety are 
removed, we will truſt in Him, and not be ard 


* Lam. M. a3, Nun Pſal. cxxiv. 8. 


For 
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given us this reſt. - 


= : 
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; Faith grounds its expectation, not on hu- 
ilities, but on the declarations of Jeho- 


man probab 
yah: and it ſhould be remembered, that the re. 


markable deliverances of the Church have been effect- 
ed, either without the aid of men, or with ſuch as in 
itſelf would be weak and contemptible. Thus it is 
undeniable, that ſal vation is of the Lord; and heres 
by He ſecures the whole glory to Himſelf. | 
What, though your enemies be ftrong and furious? 
They are all r his control, and He will repreſs 
their violence, as He pleaſes, to fulfil his own pur- 
poſes. '« Surely,” the wrath of man ſhall praiſe Thee; 
the remainder- of wrath ſhalt Thou reſftrain,”+—If, 
then, we enjoy peace and comfort in our nation, our 
e or our families, we know to whom 
we are indebted; and we praiſe our God; who has 


Jehoſhaphat continued, as a wiſe and pious ruler, to 
enforce among his ſubjects an attention to the ſervice, 
and an obedience -to the law of God. Doubtleſs, he 
was extenſively uſeful ; but though he did much, he 
could not do all that he deſired. He had deſtroyed 
idolatry, and put away the Sodomites, and other abomi- 
nations, out of the land; but the people could not be 
aer on to forſake the high places, where. re- 
igious rites were performed to the true God. Per- 
haps, he had not 8 to correct this irregularity; 
or it might not be prudent to attempt it, on account 
of the extreme degeneracy of the nation. We ſhould 
not expect every thing from the beſt of men. Con- 


ſidering the ſtate of human nature, we rejoice in any 


ee of amendment, and wonder not that no more 
good is effected. Many difficulties will occur, to im- 
pede the progreſs and full eſtabliſhment of reformation: 


* ® Iſa, lit, 1. + Pſal. Ixxvi. 10. , 


Ls e 


ZJEHOSHAPHAT, 2256 
For «behold; the Lord's hand is not ſhortened, that 
it cannot fave ; neither bis ear heavy, that it cannot 
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© but 1 and be doing, and the Lord will be with 


abougding in the work of the 
% ye mow, en are 


0 : : l | 
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8 2 Vi . The bo ike bi to ſend 
Atr which they had | equiped, to the eaſt, 
and to ſhare the profits. But G 72 to Wa 
of gain. His ſhips were deſtroyed in 2 port; — 
prophet of chovah declared, that this was appointed 

for his attachment to that wicked 

Bn Thus the alliance was broken; and the di- 
ans. 41 — its grin > kn 8 for the ſea- 

* „ he 
ily ref efaſed th OE. the > bo — 
e departed from God, and be recoyered even by 
* ts corrections, let us be thankful for any 
es, which may have prevented the Joſs of our im- 
mortal ſouls: let us praiſe the Lord, who ſought after 
Ss and left us not to periſh, in our fins... 
n Tr nature to evil! 
prone are the ay Frags to. yield to thoſe 
very corruptions, wes e to have renounced 
and overcome "bats Hoa after the laſt tranſaction, 
we find Je bebe ance more. in. confederacy with 
the profane court of Iſrael 8 ning in a warlike 
ee lition with Jehoram, as he done with Ahab +. 


Ro. „1 Kings, zl. 49. + 2 Kings fit» 2, e. 


Here 
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obably, .of 
ing to diſoblige 

as this paved the for all the ſubſequent miſchiefs. 
If induced to it by the roſpect of advantage, he was 
utterly diſappointed. . Much he ſuffered in his own 
perſon, and many calamities happened to his deſcen- 
dants, in- ir, lerer of this affinity. His imme- 


diate ſucceſſor, Jehoram, who married Ahab's daugh- 
ter, proved a le character: that wicked wo- 
man attempted to extirpate all his poſterity; and one 
child only was preſerved in a wonderful manner, * 

Ah! what complicated miſeries follow from, what 
may ſeem, a trifling inſtance of miſconduct ! Believ- 
ers, think not yourſelves , ſecure : eſpecially, if you 
feel a diſpoſition to be kind, beware of a conformity 
to the world, Your placid temper, which is truly 
amiable, expoſes you to peculiar ſnares. Conſider 
atleaſt, what is © the fin, which 5 N beſet 

BY have renounced it, ' ſuppoſe 
* — Hcy its aſſaults, it will hana a. re- 
cur, and ſolicit freſh indulgence. Your fleſh,. in one 
way or another, will maintain the conflict, till you lay 
down your earthly tabernacles in the duſt. = 
But let not the weakneſs of Jehoſhaphat, or of any 
other ſaint, be alleged in juſtification of thoſe, who 
are entirely « of the fleſh, and do mind the things ot 
the fleſh.” Your compliances are not merely oc- 
caſional, or ſuch as you are unwillingly drawn into, 
by ſurpriſe or violence of temptation, They ſuit 
your diſpoſition, and conſtitute your ſettled rule of 
conduct, Your caſe then, is very different from 


*2 Chron. xxi. 6. xxii, 10, &c. 
L6 | their 
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and adultereſſes, 
the friendſhip of the world is enmity with 
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they not frequently beſtowed on men of the baſeſt cha- 


while. „they wandered in deſerts, and in mountains, 


of an infall 
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CHAP. vm. SECT. 1. 


OW vain are all worldly pomps and SifinAions, 
LY however eagerly coveted and purſued! Are 


Acker, and with-held from thoſe, who are, decidedly, 
the favourites of Heaven? We are expreſsly told, 
that ſome eminent ſaints „ wandered about in ſheep- 
ſkins and goatſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, torment- 
ed.” Had we, indeed, been witnefles of all that con- 
tempt and variety of diſtreſs, which they experienced, 


and in dens and caves of the earth,” we might have 
concluded againſt them. But we hear the teſtimony 
ible judge, „Of theſe the world was not 
worthy; they were, of all others, deareſt to God, 
” mo 3 e — fo WN ornaments 
is Church; and ve ortly wi with 
peculiar luſtre in the kingdom of his) 3 1:4 
This deſcription, probably, may be applicable to 
many ancient believers. We know One ſuch inſtance 
at leaſt ; Elijah, who ſtands among the foremoſt in the 


i liſt 


þ 
AP 


elected for the diſtinguiſhed honour of attending our 
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liſt of ſeripture worthies, is exaRtly charaQeriſed by 


Wc. C 
Next to Moſes, perhaps, he is the moſt Extraordi- 
nary pr whaſe life is recorded in the old teſta- 
ment. 


There was indeed a ſtrong likeneſs between 
e two, in various particulars; and they were both 


Lord on the mount of transfiguration : «they ed 
in glory, talking with Him, and ſpake of his deceaſe, 
which He 


3 d acconpliſh at Jeruſalem. It 


will be recollected, alſo, tha: a perſon of great emi- 


nence in the new teſtament is compared to Elijah, 


John the Baptiſt, who was foretold by his very name, 
is deſcribed as a man of the ſame ſpirit, of a ſimilar ha- 
bit and appearance, alike abſtemious and abſtracted from 
ſociety, alike fifm and undaunted in maintaining the 
cauſe of God. + Many important leſſons of inſtruc 
tion, doubtleſs, may be derived from the example be- 
fore us. But his office and ſituation were ſo ſingular, 
that in ſome circumſtances, we allow, he cannot pro- 


| perly be . as a, pattern for exact imitation, fo 
. u 


much as a ſubject for our devout wonder and admira- 
tion. Throughout the whole of his moſt intereſti 


fe, we obſerye him employed as the immediate meſ- 


ſenger of tleaven, and ſupported, by a continued ſe- 
ries of miracles, under ſome afflictive diſpenſations of 
Providence and great violence of perſecution, Let us 
glorify God in him a . 

He was ſent to the rebellious houſe of Iſrael, to re- 


15 prove them for their departure from the Lord, to vin- 


dicate the honour of his law, and to reſtore his ſer- 


vice. Though clothed in mean party, with what | 


majeſty and authority dd he ſpeak and a! He called 
finners to repentance, rebuking and exhorting ; and, 
without dreading the yrath of the king, he dengunced, 


* Luke, ir, 300 31. +2 King i.8. Mal. b. $ Matt, li. 4 
xi. 14. xvii, 12. Luke, i. 17. 


and | 
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910. traction. in the firſt account, which is 
given of him, we find him deliverin 
from the Lord to the king of I 


A punt t | 
prince and the people, for their rejection of the pro- 


nature, with uncontrolled authority, rules 
over all, The various hoſts of creatures are at his 
command; and when He ſhall direct, they are ready 
to go forth as the executioners of his vengeance, to 
chaſtiſe or deſtroy ungodly ſinners. The rain falls not 
by chance, but by his appointment; and very frequent- 
ly « He turneth a fruitful land into barrenneſs, for the 
wickedneſs of them that dwell therein.” The ſcorn- 
ful treatment of his miniſters, eſpecially, will be ſure 
to rouſe his indignation. | 5 
For three years and a half, “the heaven was ſhut 
up, and great famine was throughout all the land.“ + 


e, 6 l u, . + Late, in 3. - 


__ | | 
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: It is almoſt inconceivable, how terrible the effects muſt 

have been: and yet the 17 remained impenitent. 
Ahab, and his queen Jezebel, if not his ſubjects in ge- 
neral, inſtead of turning to the Lord with contrition, 
ſought the life of the prophet, as if he and not their 
own guilt, had 8 3 1 But he 
was protected fr eir nd ſupported by a con- 
tinued miracle, though he could not but partake of the 
public diſtreſs.” The very courſe of nature was over- 
ruled, that his bread might not fail: 5 pleaſed 
3 his faith and obedience conſtantly 
trial, and to require the moſt deciſive evidence of his 
ſincerity, in the moſt difficult circumſtances. 
. - He commanded him to fly to a conſiderable diſtance, 
and for a time to ſeparate himſelf from all fociety, aſ- 
ſuring him, that a little brook, where he ſhould lie 
concealed, would furniſh him with water, and that the 
ravens ſhould be commiſſioned to bring him food. He 
believed the word, and complied with this extraordi- 
nary direction; nor did the promiſe difappoint him: he 
drank of the brook, and the birds of prey brought 
him regular —_— of bread and fleſh. In that reti- 
red ſituation, he ſeemed to be cut off from all public 
_ uſefulneſs ; but doubtleſs he enjoyed ſweet intercourſe 
with God, and offered up fervent prayer for the con- 
verſion of his impenitent country. We perceive and 


© admire the peculiar energy of that faith, which en- 


abled him day after day to expect his maintenance in a 
way the moſt improbable. ' For how ſtrange, that the 
very ravens ſhould act ſo contrary to their nature, as to 
- forego their own indulgence, and miniſter to the re- 
lief of the prophet F t * 
Are we alſo ready to go, wherever the Lord ſhall 
call? Ah! what fears and apprehenſions would have 
diſtracted our minds in ſimilar circumſtances? But, 
though the external means of ſubſiſtence appear to be 
at our command, faith was not more neceſſary for Eli- 
Jab, than it is for us: we ſhould till live, from * 
C J 


to the 
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dependent the God of providence for our 
450 b 1 not He ſuſtained us hitherto in a 
Him for our ſupport, as if we een y a mi- 
racle? Perhaps, we have been affiſted by thoſe per- 
ſons, who ſeemed as unlikely to be kind, as the yay 7 
ravens. In many inſtances we have found men of 
fierce” and few; diſpoſition, reſiſting, as it were, 
the impulſe of their nature, renounce their own ad- 
and diſcover -an' uncommon tenderneſs and 
ks, pu Pac the deſpiſed and perſecuted ſervants of 
the Lord. Surely, this ought to be aſcribed to His 
powerful influence, © exerted on the behalf of thoſe, 
whom He has engaged to protect. meme. 
After ſome time, the faith D was tried in 2 
different way. The brook which had ſupplied him with 
water, dried up, and his ſituation, Ry — 
untenable. N the Lord, who ſtill e | 
the ſume care toward him, directed him to go to Zare- 
a. town of Phenicia, and aſſured him, that, 
though baniſhed from his own country, a poor widow of 
Gentile extraction would ſupport him. Many objec- 
tions might ariſe in his mind; but he com- 
mand, and obtained the promiſed help. May We 
polleſs a ſimilar truſt and ſubmiſſion! + For what have 
we to do, but to follow our Guide, though we know 
1 He . — unre- 
erved reliance upon Him, we ion ropri 
of his appointments, and eonfult with fleſh — 


blood,” we ſhall probably be tempted to take «wrong 
_ and theoody be CRY . diff 

ties. r PEST. 

When the prophet reached the end of his journey; 
the way was prepared for his reception. The very vg 
man, whom he ſought, came out of the city juſt as he 
arrived there; and perhaps it had been intimated to her 


"1 . 


that, notwithſtanding her diſtreſſes, ſhe muſt entertain 
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pi 
. Apa that her wants ſhould be ſupplied, 
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A and piety. 
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| e Ie might em wo hem but there 
n « the barrel 
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Woher people, Far de Land God abb in a fey 
| ; He beſtows and withdraws his favours, 
and when He pleaſes. 2y 142 5 564. 
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| preſence, This afflictive 
circumſtance ſeemed at firſt to ſtagger his faith. But, 
in anſwer to his very fervent Prayer, the child revived. 
Thus the Lord put a freſh; and diſtinguiſhed honour 
upon him, as as magnified his on power. Be- 


pr 
uſefuln 


e dare to, ſtand before that impious 
with a-murderous rage, had ſought him 
i. r A b. derfine 


9 


55 "SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


d the furious perſecutor, and aſcribed all che mi- 

ſeenies Ahab and tis fry had adapted. e ale . 
© which Ahab and his family had adopted. He alfo 

; red him to ſummon all e priefts of Baal, that, in 

their preſence and to their utter confuſion, he might 
evince Jehovah to be the true God, and the only pro. 

er r object of their worſhip. It is probable, that Ahab 

formed ſome ſcheme of violence againſt Elijah; but 


he — t his purpoſe, and inſtantly complied with his 


. mount Carmel, then, here the numerous 

aſſembly met together, the important conteſt was to be 

decided. In Baal's intereſt were four hundred and ity 
He beſides the king and many of his ſub} 


BENS Jehovah, there was none but Aijah : 4 


yet, though he ſtood alone, he poſſeſſed an unſhaken 
TS and difplayed a peculiar majeſty in his deport- 

He made his appeal to the people, boldly rebu- 
thi” them for their _wavering mi mind, and intreating 
them to acknowledge Him for their God, whoſe Deity 
ſhould be proved. He propoſed, therefore, that à fa 


| erifice houkF be wfeted on rach fide; and, in firm de- 


n by whoſe commiſſion 


II eed to reſt the cauſe on this ſingle cir- 
ne God, that anſwereth by f kt 
Him dee. | 

When the idolatrous priefls had Tong waited in win 


for Baal's inte Gon,” Elijah, with ſevereſt irony, 
ridiculed their fooliſh expectations, and then, with 3 
holy feryour, addreſſed himſelf to the Lord God of 
their fathers.” He prayed, that He would determine 
the conteſt, and fo ng Abt his own glory to that na- 
tion, that "they might be effectually recovered from 
their apoſtaſy. 7 The anſwer was immediate: the fire of 
the Lord fell and conſumed the ſacrifice: the worſhip- 
rs of Baal were confounded ; and the cong 
n general ſo ſtruck with awe, that they pro 
themſelves on the * and cried out, & The Lord, 
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ge is the God; The Lord, He is the God.“ While 
they were under this 1 Elijah too 


e opportunity, * and, as 1 ſupreme 
„ 9 the idolatrous miniſters to be 
ſain, according to the divine law; and fach was the 
impreſſion), that neither the king nor any of the people 
objeted to the meaſure. „ by + 14416) 

"What an honour does God uſually put upon his 
faithful ſervants !” Ever in the midft of their bittereſt 
enemies, He is often pleaſed to wipe away their re- 
proach, and make them appear highly reſpectable. Let 
none, therefore, fear to Him, or to enter on the 
moſt arduous duties, to which He may call them. It 
is our part, to go forth at his word, and to look unto 
Him for ſtrength and protection. The ambaſſadors of 
Chrift, more eſpecially, ſhould ſtudy this example, and 
they wild be animated to a vigorous diſcharge of their 
office; Does their place require them to ſtand before 
great men Even there they muſt declare the truth 
of God, and boldly rebuke fin, whoever may be of- 
ſended by it. © It will be M indeed, if they 
be reviled, as the diſturbers of fociety. But to be in- 
timidated in the performance of their work, or to 
make any mean compliances, through the dread of op- 
polition, is extremely diſgraceful to their ſacred cha- 
rafter, Let them cheerfully commit themſelves to 
Him, -whom they ſerve, and probably they will find 
their difficulties removed, in a way they could not have 
conceived, The proudeſt perſecutors may be con- 
{trained to reverence them, to relinquiſh their ſchemes 
«of violence againſt them, and even to grant all their 
requeſts, What, though the miniſter of Chriſt be 
{urrounded by numbers of the great, the honourable, 
and the learned, who are imbittered againſt him; he is 
engaged in a good cauſe, has a powerful Advocate on 
his fide, and — may confidently expect a happy 
ue. 'The multitudes about him, who are contrary to 
God and his truth, ſhould not terrify him, but rather 
ancreaſe his ardour. Though he have none to ſtrengthen 
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is hands, let him AN even fingly to ſtem the 
torrent of iniquity, concern for the pre. 
vailing ignorance dane of the world, let i him 
pour out his heart in fervent prayer Of ee 
| t make hicale 

pon the earth, and to confound the oppoſers of 

religion | 1 85 d hereby be encouraged ty 
E licate and 875 exertions for the 


. a, of his G in our own day. But where 
0 . N os is ready to * ſtand in the 
ges e r nd Fly det dnp hs through 
our land? Are 14 thoſe, who ſhould 4 the "as. | 
in the gr hg ayes of reformation, conſulting their own 
. and preſent advantages, and Wil * 
T hag 4) ſy rather 
than manfully r T 
his Spirit on who are put into the miniſtry, 
and make ther lhe-minded with this holy prophet, frm 
and tereſted, bold and vigorous ; 4 by their 
means, 4 ec an ear, wl 
6— wy ence of fait! 
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MISERY. has Gl, invariably, the fruit oof lin. 

A righteous God, jealous 105 the of his 

W, Kzaſtiſes nations as well as indi vi But He 


is reach to ſheathe the ſword of his juſtice, when che 
moſt heinous offenders even ſeem to return to Him 
with repentance. The miniſters of his word, will re- 
joice to promote this event, and will therefore, be i wel . 
pare; intheir addreſſes to Heayen for the | 
charge, —Such are the refleQions, which. 


+ Tone Al part of the very ſingular hiſtory o 


5 ; | 
E Per. om had been long afflicted by 
Chrift, Be e the vile of tn by 
yo. Gad for ror their rn of the true religion. 
length the IIraelites conſented to put away their. 
Matty when they ſaw the prieſts of Baal utterly con- 
ounded by the prophet of Jehovah. * Immediately the 
rd. intimated his defigrt of removing their 
d Elijah, who had declared that the drought ſhould 
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was to be given in anſwer to his 38 boned groan 
He had the moſt confident expecta 
22 relief; but for ſome time * etre no 
Its; approach, | He did not. ceaſe, how. 
ever, n is earneſt interceſſion, till the heavens 
red down rain, and refreſhed the parched ground. 
* this example we are taught, that & the effectui 
— er of a fighteous man availeth much 8. 
But, like Elijah, we — aſk in faith, and continue 
, our tions, till we receive the promiſed mercy. 
hjah accompanied the king, with all proper defer. 
© ence, upon his return to Jezreel, intendi probe 
to proſecute the work of reformation, and . en 
the late miraculous interpoſition would give . an 
extenſive influence. But no ſooner did he arrive there, 
than he heard of the queen's determination to put him 
EE wha herb n ths ocean. Hg, Ira eſs of the 
et or ptoms' of 
wh ary cowardice, and be Hereby he prov- 
ed, chat he © was a man ſubject to like — as we 
ares, afd that the moſt eminent ſaints poſſeſs neither 
confidetice nor Courage, any UNE than the graceof 
; God Were them. 


urance of the divine protection. But he fled 
wig precipitation and terror, and, leaving his ſervant 
at the extremity of the country, retired without an t. 
tendant into the. wilderneſs, where the: Iſraelites had 
wandered forty years. There, being exhauſted with 
hunger and ce and haraſſed vieh murmuring an 
diſtruſting thoughts, concluding top, that all further 
attempts to reform that ſinful generation would be ut. 
tetly fruitleſs, he requeſted of God, to be diſmiſſes 
| from his office and from life itſelf, x? 
What ſhall 71 to this r | in ſuch an ex. 
my character: is ſituation, doubtleſs, was f 


0 James v. ian. x + 1 Kings, xix. a, &c. 


that he Gould 158 ſtood bis ground, 
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& but he had endured ſeverer trials; and the recol- 
ion of former deliverances ſhould have enc 
— Alas! b. * * . moſt. 
inconſiderable attac we no bett 
than our own. The ſteadfaſtneſs, we have itte 
ſhewn, will be no ſecurity to us in time td come. In 
every new danger we are apt to our paſt mer 
cies, and give way to unbelief and 7 But 
ſhall we deſert our place or employment, and come 
e of our exiſtence, merely becauſe ſome 
enemy threatens us? The Lord Goch whom we pag 
is able to protect and proſper us, in ſpite of all the ma- 
chinations, which can be for r us. If He be 
pleaſed to continue our lives, we thould rejoice to fat 
fil the part, which He has aſſigned us, whatever we ma — 
ſuffer by ĩt: nor ſhould we bek licitous to | 
of our troubles. There are thoſe, who from 
bleſt principles may © have a 25 to depart, that 
they may ſee God as Ie is, and be made like unto him 
in holineſs. But to be weary of the world, becauſe we' 
are afflicted, or W aye the conſeq — of _ 
diſcharging our duty, ſo as to «requeſt for ourſely 
that we Thy fie," lurely this 1 Gu ly; 
Ar raed who profeſs to bu 
vin i N nr 1 
The Lon WhO compaffionates the ne of 1 
people, appeared to comfort the drooping mind of the 
prophet. He, who had before com the rayens 
and the widow to ſupport him, now ſent an An nagel bog 
. him food: and by the ſtrength of that 
Ehiah remained in the wilderneſs forty days, like 


7 theres Moſes, e ies” The) 2 

has 1 preventing 
the wants n dana & Man * 
bread only,”" The fame hand, which made us, can 
1 51 92 40 7 Put. ville 3. ß arg 5 
Vol. HI. e ee e — ſuſtzin 
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uium forth to his work again, and commiſſioned: him to 


262 SCRIPTURE eee e 
adde us without the. intervention of any nutrimey 


. came at length to Horeb « the mount of 
which had been yp" ized. by the revelation 
ere. + delivered to, Moſes. In that very place, it pleaſed 
che Lord again to manifeſt his glorious majeſty, as He 
- had dane. to bis ſervant of 4 . The ſolemn enquiry 
e to the prophet by a voice from heaven, 
ny doeſt thou here, Elijah?” He replied, with a 
1 of petulanee, in his own juſtification, that he 
ſtood alone in the defence of true 1795 that bis 
moſt zealqus exertions had been vain, that he wa 
ing with imminent peril of his life. He ſeems not 
to. have been impreſſed with a proper reverence for the 
ivine authority; and therefore an exhibition of 
rror was made 8 before him, that he might 
Ei Br what a God. he had to do. Immediately a 
Violent wind rent the mountains: and brake the rocks 
in pieces; the earth ſhook. and was removed; and a 
Jorious light, by means of a miraculous e, ſhone 
om heaven, By theſe, awful tokens the Lord mani- 
ed his power, perhaps perhaps his, 207 4.0 too. But he 
ſplayed his ious preſence by a ſtill ſmall voice. 
us Ao is pleaſed. to -- Joe himſelf to us, 
e praiſe his condeſcenſion and his mercy. We 
ceiye-ſomething of his tremendous. majeſty and 
ee in the thunders of his law); but the 
eee e of the Goſpel, wherein He addreſſes us 


BE our fears, and een us to approach 


1 0 ſtood 2 profound ofound veneration before. hi 
Gad; but when. enquired. of as at firſt, perhaps not 
even then fafficiently humbled, or convinced of | his 
fault in flying from his place, he, alleged the very ſame 
excuſe. Alas | how forward, we. are to juſtify our- 
ſelves! With what difficulty we are brought to con- 
feſs our folly and our fin! The Lord, however, ſent 
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ſucceed himſelf. He encouraged him, alſo, 

the aſſurance, that, whatever complaints he might 
urge againſt his countrymen, there were ſeven thou- 
fand ſtill left in Iſrael, who had not conformed. to the 
eſtabliſhed idolatry. Much inſtruction is hereby con- 
veyed'to us. Theſe are dark times; and, when we 
conſider the general prevalence of iniquity, and che 
frequent rejection of the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, 
pe we give way to deſponding thoughts. But we 
ought to believe and rejoice, that there is a remnant 
among us, according to the election of grace,“ 
which is probably far greater than we know or can 
conceive. * But, be the caſe as it may, it is our part 
to be active and unwearied in promoting the cauſe o 
God, and not to deſert our poſt through timidity or a 
peeviſh diſguſt. Let each one pat e queſtion to 
imſelf, (What doeſt _—— 5 — du in er 
e, and diligently employed in the work, appoi 5 
2 thee ? n ye backſliders, with ſhame and 
hamiliation for your departure; return, with freſh zeal 
and vigour to proſecute the duties of your high call- 


"Elijah obeyed the heavenly mandate, and executed 
the commiſſion. Soon afterwards he anointed Eliſha 
to the prophetic office, and found a help and a comfort 
in the ſervices of that pious attendant. It is probable 
that they ſet themſelves together to oppoſe the 'general 
corruptions,” to inſtruct the people in true religion, 
and to prepare future miniſters by ſuperintending the 
ſchools of the prophets. I 1 | * * * 


Tyan before It appeared that Elijah had recovered all 


© Chrift, his former intrepidity, when he went, agree- 
399. © © ably to the com of God and as His meſ- 
ſenger, to reprove the king, and to denounce the di- 
vine vengeance againſt him, for his aggravated guilt in 
the murder of Naboth.+ Intimidated by no fear of 


* Rom. xi. 25. 7 1 Kings, xxl. 17, &c. 
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his triumph, en 

m O Ns ee : there he pronounced his 
doom, and. predicted the terrible deſtruction, which 
- Awaited both. his impious queen and the whole of hj 
ſeas bu [The language might ſeem harſh and info, 


ee en autor, an to his prince, 
ed authority determined «ty 
2 men The ſame firmneſs of 
r of the Goſpel maintain 


n D meſſage; 
2 declare to every preſu tuous ſinner 

e 8 Elijah to Ahab, 
. 20 wich thou ſhalt ſurely die. Diſcour, 
. e of their office. — 


as the Jews. N « Prophely not unto us rj 


| | oph eits, 
5 er, * for them, that Bot f 5 
reſt that they may “ keep back nothing 
| profital oy from their people, nor «ſhun to. declare 
. om a the counſel of God.” t _ 
Years before On another awful occaſion, the prophet 
brit, . diſcovered the fame boldneſs: and fidelity in 
© 896. . executing the divine commiſſion, even at the 
hazard of his life.& When Ahaziah, who then ruled 
over; Irael, had diſpatched his ſervants to conſult a 
oracle as to the event of his ſickneſs, Elijah 
met them. with a very ſtriking reproof for their con- 
| Fempt of the God of Irael, Beese the approach- 
ing death of their maſter. This offenſive; declaration 
mvaited the e of the king againſt him, who therefore 
ſent an company to apprehend him. The f0l- 
dien went, as * were ordered, and quired s 2 


beten Tah. xxx, 10. 1 Af x5. 20 2 
55 8 Kings, l. 2, & 6 re 
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1 to ſurrender himſelf up to them: nor did 


he ittempt to e cape by flight. But i leaſt 
vah to take the matter into his 'own to 2 


the cauſe of his ER and perſecuted —_— and 
ive one more ſi t to that unbelievi | 
15 nation, that He binde 1 9 Elijah, — 
— 2 was moved by immediate inſpiration to "call down 
fire from heaven, to conſume both the officer and his 
The tremendous viſitation produced no good 
eck apen he tyrant; for he ill hardened his heart, 
and, as if he would maintain a conteſt with Jehova, 
preſumptuouſly ſent another band of ſoldiers upon the 
ſame errand: and they alſo periſhed in the ſame awful 
manner. Was he not yet convinced of his inapſedycd”” 
So far from it, that he diſpatched a third 
but the leader of them, intimidated by the former 
judgments, ſued to the t for his life. Elijah, 
Kill acting under the die dite on, inſtantly e — 2 
plied, bart? as Tele wary; and, with an undaunted cour- 
before the king: but even then he de- 
2 a5 he dad done before, the anger of the Lord 
833 him, and the near approach of his diffolution. - 
the enraged monarch was affected by the pre- 
ſence, the” derbi, and addreſs of this holy mam, 
we know not; but, probably, he was — — 
his fury turned i into terror, and his 1 violence 
utterly defeated. | 
May we -not learn, then, enen 
firmneſs of mind in the ſervice of our God? For what 
have we to fear in the path of duty? What? a 
an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt us; ſtill © they that be 
with us, are more than they that be with them. The 
Lord Almighty can eaſily diſmay the proudeſt of our 
oppoſers, and reſtrain their impotent malice. Let us 
go forth, therefore, in obedience to our exalted Leader - 
owns He ſhall direct, nor decline any office to 


Wanne, 1 upon him, we - 
may 
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may defy. the aſſaults of all our enemies, and triumph 
in the aſſurance of ſalvation. Shall we not fay, then, 
with the Apoſtle, «None of theſe things move me, 
neither count I my life. dear | unto. myſelf, ſo that 
* my courſe with joy“ ““ 
2 let not the conduct of Elijah, in calling down 
fire on his adverſaries, be miſtaken or perverted. We 
cannot ſuppoſe, that he acted under the influence of 
= cowardice, pride, or revenge. God had determined 
| to make his power known to theſe idolaters, and there. 
# fore inſtructed the prophet to pronounce, and, as it 
were, to execute the awful ſentence of condemnation, 
r 
was done upon an ex ion, 
One divinely commiſſioned, cannot properly be 
duced as 2. 9 for us. Two of our Lord's diſ- 
iples, who betrayed an angry, vindictive temper, and 
, ___ oppoſers by fire, pleaded this 
inſtance, but met with a ſolemn reproof, as not know- 
ing  « what manner of ſpirit they. were of. 1 _ The 
i followers of the. bleſſed Jeſus | ſhould - imitate” their 
i Maſter; and defire * not to deſtroy men's lives, but 
to ſave them.” He has taught us, not by precept 
only, but by his own illuſtrious example, to © love 
our ones, and do good to them Which hate 
us. 4 . F i 3% 2? De 71-1 
' The life of this eminent faint was in many reſpects 
ſingular and uncommon, and ſo was his end. „ The 
Lord would take him up into heaven by a whirlwind,” 
The time and probably the mode of this intended 
hang om . Vet, due wit 
holy meditations upon his approaching change, he re- 
min not his accuſtomed. diligence, but ſpent his few 
remaining hours in an active diſcharge, of his office. 
He continued to viſit the ſchools of the prophets, oy 
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iout from one of theſe ſeminaries to another, teaching, 
and e ing the pious youths, who were edu 
in them. Eliſha, his pred 42 t and ſucceſſor, accom- 
os im in ng wh gene Ars I 15 | 

ve him, perhaps, that he might not be diſtr. y 
the ſudden ſeparation, enjoyed the denefits of his con- 
rerſation and his prayers to the yer When, they 
came together to the river Jordan, Elijah, by the ſame 
miraculous power, that Moſes. and Joſhua had exer- 
cifed there, with his mantle ſmote the waters, which 
inſtantly divided, and permitted them to paſs through 
on dry ground. He had j opoſed, as a token of 
his love, to uſe his influence for the accompliſhment of 
whatever Eliſha might requeſt; and then, as they 
were {till going forward, * a chariot of fire and horſes 
of fire appeared, and parted them both aſunder, and 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven,” Like 
Enoch in the antediluvian E « he was tranſlated,” 
that he ſhould not ſee death; this too in the pre- 
fence of many witneſſes. This was, indeed, a finguls 


honour, deſigned, doubtleſs, to teſtify the divine ap! 14% „ 


probation of that man, who had been generall 

deſpiſed and make and « of whom the world — 
not worthy.“ Hereby alſo, the Lord gave a' ſtrong 
confirmation of the ines Elijah angie, a de- 
cided proof of a future ſtate, and an encouragement 
to the few godly perſons, who were left in the land; 

* in righteouſneſs, however perſecuted for 
28 en pos lege 


. 4 
'S 


* Aletter, containing a folema reproof ad p 
been received by Jehoram, king Judah, fr 

years after the date to which his 
hron. xxi« 12—1f. There are thoſe, who” ft 
have been ſent by Eli temp i 
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Tb miniſtry of Elijah does not appear to have 
2 change in the nation, 4% 
— K expected. But none. will doubt, that he 
ed a high degree of holineſs, or that he now fill 
hind place in heaven. It alſo hap 
among ourſelyes, that ſome of the m * er- 
vants of Chriſt may not be the moſt extenſively uſe. 
ful in the Chuch. Acceptance with men, or ſuc- 
ceſs in our pious undertakings, ſhould not be our main 
| objeR. "Let" us approve ourſelves to God, exert 
dur talents * ciwuly's and leave the conſequences to 


Renee us Mn Efifah 6 the bright region 
' Ger We muſt « not be conformed to this wor, 
nor any longer « halt between two opinions.” We 
m—_ prove ory opp ourſelves to the Lord, ſeize 
improve e portunity of promoti his gl 
and de conftant es death, hen, * "ol 


4 * a the And - 
bodies muic Aawunuc ropes on the dun, dur zparits ſhall 


de conveyed by. the miniſtry of Angels into the man- 
ſions of the bleſſed . -＋lt i . F "Kata 
| the Lord Chriſt, to look forwards, 

e to your a 9 1 a few 
e years, . «the Lord himſelf. ſhall deſcend from 

1. and ſhall . ranſom you from the power of 
the grave.” 5187 Then, 1 in a more honourable mannes 
than Elijah, you *.ſhall be caught up together in the 
clouds, — bn the edit: ad fo ſhall you 
ever be with the Lord. 

Would to God, Hp were, the happy proſpect d 
reader] But 4 not aſk, Do not you 
the. counſel of God againſt yourſelves ?' He 

to receive pardon, peace, and eternal " 
FT efus Chriſt. But do you not deſpiſe the 
cious invitations? He willrevenge the.ialult,ans youl 
zi ach mne 209). boi)um ts *.c 
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feel his anger. While « ſome ſhall awake to everlaſting 


25 "Abritan's boſom,” * 
conducted 1 divine 
of torment 125 

fom the. wrathy to cbm We 
Chriſt's ſtead, Be ye reconciled to God!” 
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CHAP. IX. SECT. 1. 
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the Church; but the 
nues to be preſent with it. Th 
their duſt;*”” but « He has the reſidue of the Spirit,” 


ſhould modetate our anxiety, and alleviate our grief, 
one and another, who ſeemed to be pillars,” 

=o taken away. They derived all their excellency 
all their uſefulneſs from Jeſus, who is « the ſame,” 

in power and every other perfection, yeſterday, to 
day, and for ever, and who ſtill exerciſes the ſame care 
over his people. May not He, therefore, raiſe up 
among ourſelves as faithful ſervants, and as eminent 
inſtruments of his glory, as thoſe were, whoſe depar- 
ture may be now nted ? us pray, that He 
would pour out an abundant portion of that Spirit, by 
which they were rendered a blefling to the world, upon 
thoſe, who are called to labour in the Goſpel. O 
God, we have- heard with our ears, and our fathers 
have declared unto us, the noble works, that thou didſt 
in their days, and in the. old time before them: O 


great Head conti- 


ANISLERS and prophets may be removed 
1 fr 
p die and return to 


and «is alive for evermore.“ This conſideration 


r r ©. ˙ LL GEE: 0990 
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: * 0 * * C, 
N 3 N e eee 


nt. ov mit; © ah -of 
Lond, 50 "help! us, "and dat tbe 4 


e ee ieve for Elijah's remoy from the Head 


A tid provided a ſuitable" il 
for ports ſpirit of Elijah reſted on Eliſha.”* A 
was a remarkable likeneſs * between the t pt 
Eliſha bore a ſtriking reſemblance to his aſter, in 1 

of life, his diſpoſition, the faithful 3 


of hi Ss, this e powlny; n 
7 
polleſſed. . [1 


LANG. "Hi" tae" e 12 "v6, eee, 
Chen, ſome years before he fully entered upon i n 
306. As he ; was followirig theplough, he Teceived 10 

a divine i intimation of his being choſen put of all Iſrael  - f 

to that high and ſpiritual employment. Elijah's mau f 

tle, ſuddenly caſt upon him, was underſt as the call 1 i4 
4 God, ich was accompanied with ſuch. an energy 114 
as A ele bim to accept it. e, therefore, . 
be left all his former connections and engage 1 


on of this 
Lord ſeeth not 1 7 ſeeth! 
outward grandeur, or eminence 
He chuſe any becauſe: 8 zation or. their nat 5, 
ral abilities. But He giv proper. 

ifhcations-and- diſpaſitions for- the place; in which” 

e deſigns to fix them. We capnot but adore. his ſe- 
cret and invincible influence upon the ſoul. When 9 
the Saviour ſaid to one another, « F ollow me, 3 | 
the deareſt friends and mo ucrative occupations were 35% 
y renounced, and moſt arduous duties'} ita 
fotmed, from love to Ne name. May We feel "M0 1. 
energy of his grace. walli. n us mightily,” , 
and, b tate an 


by an imm unreſerved 1 on, 1 
ene our calling and election ſure!“ e 
155 l 
$179? eee 11 1514 

Li 9, from Plalm xliv 15:46. (PORE en "2; 
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F150 ion, may We cleave to and . 
1755 1 ESO ew e "Then let 
71 — 5 A aſhſiance, thu nothing Bay ſepa- 


from 
e obſerve the di ſigtereſtedneſs and piety of "Eli, | 
en, at His maſter's deſire, he made his Welt 
5 not for worldly bleffings, but for 2 100 
Sire of th divit 2 He faid, & Let: 

po jon . y 11757 ve He me. From ; 
| dis own t moſt arduous 
in for which 210 yr of Elijah had ſcarce- 
, 7 r be pray yed that he might be ſupported 
We . 
the fame prudence, zeal, and fidelity. He pe- 
<a double 4 470 1 I which be 5 0 


er large Tupp ; Oy, dou 
e is. pol 12 1. 
while 


1 aKratk for, his work, he 
ht conclude,” that nothi fort of twice that aid, 


; 2 Was commugints 25 lj ab, would enable him 
13 5 ereſore, in the fer- 


e Oat, he might proper 


3 kek i ortant tation ? and are we 
not placed in perilous cir ces? What, chen, 

5d we with fox, ſo much, as that wiſdom, ſtrength, 
aud ccurage, which. will be neceflary for an honour- 

| Mi ge of guru? We thank God, 3 
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— } Let us come with. I 
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enn 4 nor hal prop 
co Sean ge 8 ve © FFOYR 


58 ads A8 


tion 3 'Yes he = 
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2 let, aud ge 

— 5 as if he had ſaid, « Alas! What 

1 Wa de. when its defence is taken away !” e, 


kis awful providence, ,w removes. the fai 
ng od. D n e bed 3 75 
for by their example, interceſſions, and 


they contribute as much to its totection, as the 
riots of war and the {Oahu ug av Then 8 
61 er for the remnant that ate and reſet 


God CRY them for their, work, 
nay Recngthen hem fort N 
37 4 On of Elab” e 
are 
G Sept of 52 wh 


rienced the a mY. 
e . e perk He aſſumed the mantle, 8 
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1 | train of Miracles followed, which will 
us with many important inſtructions. 
At his word the waters of Jericho were, ealed, by 
une - than chat of caſting falt into the 
. method of cure was ſimple, and could 
4 "ok, except it had been made effectual 
power of God. t the event ſh — 
e as the meſſenger of 


u dou oye, e 
* * e in 


1 Theft we ma expect great en 
the feebleſt means. a Fi 0 * 9 
In the neighbourhood of Bethel, the Fitle children | 
of the ce came forth to mock him, inſulted him for 
his W fore hgrin: «Go up,” with” 
a” rence, probe „, to the late aſſumption” of 
e tely, as if the wild beaſts of the fo- 
ele when he 1 uttered 
E Ges Bias "ritthed upon them, and d 
forty two of the — The mournful hi ſtory 
may exciĩte our wonder i but let God; and his prophet 
Ad, be. juſtified. Surely, this awfal Judgment will 
| reach us to © ftand in awe and fin not. It is evident, 


i .| that Eliſha acted agreeably to a diyine impulſe upon 


— —— —ñꝛů eee ee eee aa 2 K ur 
5 We. Ls ; N 
= > = * 
9 
—— 
— p 


| Tunes, 6 Vee pcvent would r e hg 
| impreca cordingly, to have 
| dane it in ine of the Lord,” The behaviour 


2 profane; and 


e Da er 8 ple We 


* 


as 7 6 elf, 

4 harm from this inſtance, 
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which they utter in 
men: nor will their ten- 
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e of thei At 2 Fo For , 1 
uenc eir upplications, who are dear. to 
8 May weleirn wo place our n 8 p 
: - mt preciots 1h ee YR 
W ſeems not to have been brou ht i 1 
| and eſteem at court, as ve might Wee 
| the late 0 deliverance, obtaine 2A Ä In- 
| terpoſition. But, though he continued a. 
generally neglected, he diſpenſed bleflings from m bene, | 
wherever he went. He felt compaſſion for the i 
_ = Th our 1 95 wrought man 8 
not to advance his E utation 0 n 
fer happineſs an others. ee a 190 70 
Upon the application of a forrowful wid 
multiplied her eil in © large. 2 meaſute, that by "i 
85 of it her debts were onourably diſcharge der 
reſcued from bondage, and the whole. family ſup 
pork rted.* We poſſeſs not the ſupernatural powers d 
liha? but e owe the ſame attention to the af 


ficica, 244 vy our well- directed lideratity we alſo Tap 
« cauſe the widow's, heart to ſing for joy +: 

In one of his circuits thre the land, e met 
4 very hoſpitable I ea &y a pious woman 
con le rank at Shunem, who accommodated Va 
with. a. retired room for his own. peculiar uſe. The 

phet from, a. ſenſe of gratitude, | defirqus to TINS 

fr nb, ered to exert his influence for her in 
But her modeſty _'and con 

5. er not permit her to mike, any W 

was ſatighed with her ſtation. pong — 5 

of Eliſha, a child was. granted her, thereby, as it | 

ſhould. ſeem, her. 2 rievance was removed. God 

is pleaſed to 5 recompence to thoſe, Nas 

fle b. 25 his ſe ervants, for His fake. For th 

e ps red ws - He that SRL. a 8 
r r 
rightequs-man's reward. f i: . ee 
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on, he died. Vet. 42 . was wig ordered, 
as to afford a 1 fironger teſtimony of of Eliſha's commiſſion, 
- and of her unfeign igned rlance upon God v 
| ga of ſpirit, but with a 5 4 0 g confidence of 
| deliverance, ſhe inſtantly "applied. to Kilb, 
and ths proved herfelf in the number of thoſe women, 
* who by faith & received their dead raiſed to life 
again.“ In the midft of her diſtreſs ſhe poſſeſſed an 
' uncommon firmneſs and compoſure of mind; and 
therefore to the prophet's , reſpecting the ſtate 
of her family, ſhe could reply, © «Tt 8 Ho 
e How of truſt in God, and reſignation to 
few are willing to allow, that © It is 
» when He blaſts their ſehotbes of happineſs, and 
Lale from them the deſire of their eyes wich a. 


ee his ſeryant in haſte, for 

as But that — failed, 
roy to their further trial. At 1 however, 
himſelf arrived; yet even then, he felt his own in- 
Alley to effect che he wiſhed. But he cried 


very ardent ſupplications, the beloved ſon was reſtored 
alive to his mother. In our De faffiictions, the 
Lord wilt de to us a * God of h Though we 
look not for the preſent tion of the dear 
C e e Bonn ber? there are ſtill many other 
NED e , eee Wir apes, 
turn for us our mourning into dancing.“ 
Eliſha's example teaches us to «weep with them 
that weep,” and to bear upon our hearts before God 
the different caſes of them that mourn. The miniſters 
9 in an eſpecial manner, ſhould — from 


N * » Heb, x, 55 3 
PLE him 
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© But even our 'bleflings expoſe trials. 
t he very time, when the mother proba kun at- 
_ 48808 r Foro 7 comfort 
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e i © through his repeated and 


91 


him to pay-the-tenderef regard to-fuch an are oppreſied 

3 — — 
and to make 

ceſſion for them to < the Father of mercies and the 

God of all comfort.” O that this meek, diſintereſted, 

more Dales e 


to them, 
e e. with — an Ae to ourſelves. 


eſus hath «left us e example that we ſhould fol- 
w his ſteps.” | 
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de er ve mpes IX. | SECT. 2 : 
- — 8 27 | — le 
HE man of God, 8 di 
| templating „has alr eady appeared in an amiable of 
light, and exhibited a ene of miniſterial fidelity, th 
meekneſs and love. erned for the honour of his he 
God, he Jaboured to promote a revival of true religion, th 
and ſought not his own advancement in the world. El 
Ibe hand of the Lord was with him, even ſo as to of 
| — over-rule, in various inſtances, the ordinary courſe of WW e 
| nature: and fyet it ſhould ſeem, that © a. diſobedient 7 
| nd grindoying L perle deſpiſed bis inflruStions This ret 
| . us the more, if wm did not * recollect a = 
| ſtronger proof of the obduracy of the human heart: or 
1 the Son of God himſelf, who wrought ſo many wonder- W aw: 
| ful works of mercy, met with almoſt univerſal 1 abh 
tempt and infamy. Let not the ſervant c ſeri 
. that he receives no better treatment than his Ane 
| but patiently perſevere in well doing to the end. hie 


Eliſha diſcovered a peculiar condeſcenſion and be- 
nevalence ih his attention to caſes of private diſtreſs. 
While he viſited- the ſchools of the prophets, 3 
with a view to the ſpiritual improvement of the 
' - youths, he was not _—_— of their tem 


ceflities 


ZHLTOEHLHD SA. 2bt 
He ſaw them oppreſſed Her but 


NG telieved them by his fatherly care. His itt 
raculous powers were exerted at ont time to prey 
another 

ng the ve 1 


their being poiſoned: by noxious herbs; at 
feed 2 — of them by"multix 


which had been provided for himſelf, pre ors 
neroully gave up for their ſuſtenance;” We likey 
te required: « to b read i every ben woe a 
« Jook, not every man on his own things, 
erery wan aſs on the things of others.“ + * 
r The fame of reached to ſome neigh- 
- bouring countries, and by his means the 
| qr op fections of the true God were thabifeſted to 
Stars, b Naaman, a 'celebrated — EEE 
indu 


— 


being afflicted with 4 grievous” leproſy, 

bythe repreſentation of a ſittle e to 

ſolicit the affiſtance of Eliſha for the removul of his 
diſeaſe, 4 The application was firſt made to the kin 
. as if He muſt have been beſt acquainted wi 
ophet, or couldhave commanded his ſervices, But 
mu eemed not to have known, or to have forgotten, | 
4 he had ſo eminent a perſon 1 


Eliſha, however, interpoſed for the honour of the G 
of Iſrael, and deſired _ attendance _ this Syrian 
captain. * 4t] 
N therefore, with el and à larg 
retinue, waited at the prophet's e and there re- 
eeived a that upon waſhing ſeven times in 
Jordan he ſhould be perfectly whole. But he went 
away in a rage: for he thought himſelf treated unſuit- 
ably to his high dignity, and deſpiſed the means pre=- 
ſcribed, - as utterly inadequate to the end Re; 
And how ſhall 2 Jui the behaviour ch oo 
which has, we allow, the appearance of rudeneſs 
1 " ws The circumſtances of the caſe ' ſhould be 


fs. e e ee 'a' propriety in that, 
- * 3 King i; 3 e ram. mur. 4 = Kings v l, Ge. 
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- which ogy eps rn Syrian, 


e 


Doubtleſs, 9 card er fer yore 
neck, and gentle, and eaſy of accels to all: but there 
are occaſions, when it is neceſſary for them alſo to 


their office.” | They their facred 
2 r,. when they fawn upon 
| attentions to them, cheri 


tineſs of tapers! which they ſhould aim to fubdue. 
The very ſimple method, appointed for the cure, 
was lik intended as a trial to Naaman. It ac- 
corded not with the concluſions of human wiſdom; but 
in the view of reaſon, . 
contemptible. On that very account, probably, it 
was fixed upon, to diſplay the ſovereign power of Je- 
| _ hovah. This is His moſt uſual way of procedure. 
be weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men.“ In the 
A diſpenſation. of the Goſpel it is His plan, thr 
| to confer all ſpiritual bleſſings by _ means, which 
| are mortifying to our pride, as req a ſubmiſſion 
both of the unde 2 to God, that 
He alone may be glorified. Hence it is, that many 
; with them, and will not prove their efficacy, 
or the remedy, which the: Goſpel preſcribes to ſin- 
ners for their loathſome -malady, is exactly ſimilar to 
3 the Sn mne al and be 


| : At length, however the. haugh ſoldier wha his 
| attendants had remonſtrated with , complied with 
— direction, and inſtantly experienced in himſelf 
1 cure. * hard: wil have us to 25 
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2 
the only true God, he earneſtly intreated Eli 
cept a preſent. But here again we admire 

reſted conduct of the man of God, and his 
concern for the honour of — Far from being 
in affluent circumſtances, on ſome occaſions he very 
readily received, and ſubſiſted on, the bounty of others; 
But apprehending, probably, that the hopeful canvie- 
tions, which Naaman diſcovered, might be checked by 


any appearance of ſelfiſhneſs in him, he - 
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to prove, that they can bas 


in order to glorify God, and promote the grand b 


KR 


of their miniſtry. In ſome caſes, it be a mark 
of pride in them to refuſe a gift, but they will labour 
to poor purpoſe, and both their principles and their 
promos will be held in utter contempt, if their aim 


9 
= 


w enrich themſelves, or even if they be ſuſpected 


rich, 3 1 OV eh. aig and a ſnare, and into many 
fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men in deſtruc- 
tion and perdition.“ T? en: W 
y This awful declaration was verified in Gehazi, the 
n- WI {crvant of Eliſha, He coveted the treaſures, which his 
to WI maſter had declined; and, following Naaman with a 
de falſhood in his mouth, he contrived to obtain a large 

WH fur for himſelf. The fraud was not long concealed. 
bis Eliſha detected it, and expreſſed his abhorrence of it, 
ich while in God's name he pronounced the ſentence, that 


E88 


1 Cor. iz, 14 4 x Tim. vi. 9. 
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of making a gain of godlineſs. They, that will be 
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boch he and his ſhould inherit the leproſy of 
| Naaman. The 4 moſt malignant na- 
Fil, qurey'as it tended to diſgrace the prophet, and bring 
_ devs una RAIL therefore. the puniſhment 

1 to be a ſtanding memorial of the baſe- 
2 bb loaf kis'offencs. O let us fear the love of money, 
which is 4 the root of all evil.“ Are we ſurpriſed to 
ind ſuch complicated villany even in Eliſha's family? 
Alas | no place, no ſociety, no inſtructions, or exam- 
ple, 'how excellent ſoever, will be an infallible ſecurity 
to us. nner in che 
of his Apoſtles. 

Is it enquired, Why was eee 
Let our Saviour anſwer: He has obſer- 
on this very caſe, that God diſpenſes his favours 

ſovereign manner, as He pleaſes : for there were 
lepers in Iſrael at that very time, who were all 
by, while an idolatrous Syrian was healed.*® 

- Eliſha continued to be a « bling. to his country 

boch in public and private. Whil the ſons of the 
nr rh were enlarging the place of their reſidence; 
nded, for their encouragement and' affiſtance, 
and bn, a miracle to relieve one of them from 
iron to ſwim on the ſurface of the 
i king of Syria prepared his 
| Inches, - whilſt Eliſha diſ- 
cloſed his counſels, watch were ator => communica- 
ted to 1 by divine revelation. 
This, indeed, expoſed his Ae to * moſt imminent 
danger; for an heli err Briley came to a 
ehend him. But even then, though he had no vit 

e defence, he poſſeſſed an aſtoniſhing confidence and 

compoſure. His ſervant, terrified by che multitudes of 
ſurrounding} enemies, cried out, „ Alas! my maſter, 
how ſhall we do? The prophet, looking up to God 
ann une de writh ws 


* Le 45. + King's 
cies | "6:4 


z $55 wo Dogg Sa 


Naaman 
ina 
| y 


SSS SZS Sr 


1 


—— 


© 22 OBNBED [1272 a 
are more than they chat be with'them:” and, upon his 


er, the man's eyes were opened to behold 
La e Perth like (c horſes andchar- 
jots of fire, round about Eliſha.. They enjoy an 
invincible protection, Who are taken under the care 
and keeping of an Almighty God; and therefore | 
may adopt that triumphant ſong, «I will not be afrai 
of ten thouſands cf people, have ſet themſelves 
againſt me round about. Like Eliſha's trembling. 
attendant, we are often diſmayed at the firſt appearance 
of danger, forgecting that «The Lord is our defence.” 
But, as far as we lean upon the arm of the mighty God 
of Jacob, we may apply to ourſelves the declaration f 
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They, that be with us, are more than they that be 
with them.“ I- 5 3, Dot 1 
> Little do the enemies of God confider vat folly as 
well as wickedneſs they are guilty of, in oppoſing: His 
work and His people. Their counſels are vain, and 
muſt turn to their own confuſion. At the pr $ 
word, the . hoſt was ſmitten with blindneſs, till 
he himſelf, like a RON had led them into the 
midſt of Samaria, and delivered them up to the king of 
Iſrael. Then the very men, who had come to take his 
life, trembled for their own. Jehoram immediatel7 
propoſed to put them to death, as his lawful prey; and 
they were ſpared only by the interceſſion of Eliſha, 
whom they themſelves had intended to deſtroy. ' By 
his deſire, they were ſupplied with proviſions, and then 
diſmiſſed in peace. What an example of forbearance 
and kindneſs toward injurious perfecutors is here ſet 
before us! Let us not ſuppoſe, that ancient ſaints alone 
were required to exerciſe this' diſpoſition, or that we 
are at liberty, in any caſe, to gratify our reſentment. 
To us alſo the precept is given, « Dearly beloved, 
avenge not 2 ut, if thine enemy hunger, 
Pal. in. 6. 01 ot. ix ano 
N £ feed 
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Eliſha, and diſperſe our fears under this aſſurance, _ 


| SCRIPTURE' CHARACTERS. | 
| _— How oppoſite is this to the dictates of a 
nature, which can never reliſh the idea of 
— nl Ol us watch and pray 
. bitterneſs of our hearts! For into 
ties would they not lead us? 
Another zer este bed me le ef Eliſha, The 
Sens, v Samar —.— Cloſely beſieged by the 
| "Syrians, wore famine, The king himſelf 
2 t che w ee but, inſtead of being 
Gel e eee his iniquities, he 
Noun tilled with rage, dyaittfd Eliſha, Who probably, had 
_ *Foretold and denounced this judgment as a puni 
Tor his wickedneſs. He determined, therefore, to rid 
"himſelf! of this troubleſome man, and ſent. an ex- 
ecutioner to deſtroy him. What hat folly, what madneſs 
was this? For what had Eliſha done "Alas 1:  finnery, 
even under affliction, are more ready to quarrel with 
ever thing around them, than with their own evil 
which have brought. their ſufferings upon 
them, But, while Jehoram with his vile tempers, re- 
ſembled < the troubled | fea, which eannot reſt,” 
Eliſha, though aware of his danger and in expectation 
| of the.murderer, fat ſtill in his houſe, and with a ſweet 
of mind counſelled the elders of the city. 
Faith in God vill inſpire the ſtrongeſt confidence, and 
enable us to maintain an undiſturbed tranquility, in the 
face of an enraged enemy. Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee; becauſe he 
oy eee lanation both againſt Gal 
AITbe king was f I againſt 
und the prophet ;; but Eliſha pacified his reſentment by 
lin the name of the Lord, that the very next 
_ day: would terminate the calamity, and produce an 
eee One of the attendant courtiers, 
aſſertion into kridieule; but he re- 


for his incredulity and con- 


Rom. xii. 19, 20. Aeg 12 Kings, vii. 1. &c. 
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of the man of God: _ According. to E 


liſha's 


* 
2 - 
C 


147 of it. to God is our 
He wy ſurel bd? hay what He has port 
ett — He * he himſelf. as en! by us, when 


we kmit his power or his grace, and aſk, « an he be- | 


wr rows Can He work (0; great a lager 


els of the pious Shunamite to; Elitha met 
6 a N By his counſel ſhe 


the diſtreſſes of the national famine'; and for his ſake | 


ſhe recovered her former poſſeſſions, of which ſhe-had 
been unjuſtly depzived; * ' Thoſe good offices, which 


are undertaken for God or His people, will not be loſt; 
for c a book of remembrance is written before the 


Lord, in which a cup of cold water, given to a diſ- 
ciple, will not be unneticed, 5 tow 
Years before. Lhe labours of Eliſha were not entirely 
Chriſt, confined to the landzof Iſrael; at leaſt for ſome 
385. ſpecial purpoſe he travelled to Damaſcus,——— 
But how dared/he to venture himſelf among the Sy- 
rians, who had ſought his life? He went, doubtleſs, + 
the divine direction, and therefore had nothing to fear. 
The Lord can at all times protect his ſeryants, and 


« make even their enemies to be at peace with them. 


The king himſelf, who had before ſent an army to ap- 
prehend him, treated him with peculiar reſpect, and re- 
queſted him to enquire of the Lord conce the 
event of that diſeaſe, which then oppreſſed him. 
an honour was put upon the man XGod! It had. been 
well for Benhadad, had he conſulted him in his health, 
or even in his ſickneſs, with real contrition. But many 
obſtinate offenders, when the terrors of death are upon 
them, will ſeek to the people and = miniſters of God, 
whom they hd once epi. I FORE TIA 


. | . ſerve 


he ſaw the Le plenty, and runter | 
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| Terve' this at any time; for it is ſuch a confeſſion, as 


_ greatly redounde to the credit of 0 2 088 
We cannot but remark Eliſha's ſingular be- 


| haviour to Hazael, the king's ces. e_ told him, 


fat his maſter might recover, as his diſorder was not 
| 3 | fatal, but that he would ſurely be taken off by ſome 


other means, He then burſt into tears at the proſpect 
ol thoſe miſeries, which the very man before him was 
. ut to bring upon Iſrsel. Hazacl expreſſed 2 per. 
aſtoniſhment, believing himſelf incapable of ſo vile a 
conduct, and exclaimed, But what? is th ſervant a 
e ee bo imme- 
diatel is began to fulſil the 
Gio, What an inſtance is here of the deceitfulnch 
of the human heart! Sinners, in general, would be 
overwhelmed with horror, if all the crimes, which they 
will certainly commit, were previouſly repreſented to 


them! Let us ſuſpe& ourſelves, and Gio the di- 
vine affiftance. « He, that truſteth 3 in his own heart, 


2 fool. | 
God had determined to remove Jehoram from the 
one of Iſrael, and to transfer the power to Jehu. 
his intention was revealed to Eliſha, and by him, 
den Nee oY bars, on who could do it with leſs 
er, to Jenu elf. For a conſiderable pe- 
after that event, the ſacred hiſtory makes no men- 


rio of our-prophet. Per and Jeb, was utterly diſregarded 
oah, who reigned in ſuc- 


| 2 Shaken, | add 
uz · but we conceive,” that he was uſefully em- 
2 and much honoured of God, though in a ſtate 


of obſcurity. The faithful miniſter of religion will 
wot court the favour of the great, or mourn the loſs of 
it, on his own account, But wherever he is, he will 
be improving his talents for the good of the Church, 
which cannct fail to reap * W ; advantages 
from his labours. 
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We ina clo ſcene arrived. 
Bus Above ſixty years 383 | 
339. pointment, he had continued to diſcharge 

bis office with zeal and fidelity. Nor 20 world in | 
bed inglorious; th he did not quit the world in 
the 55 e as Elijah.“ 2 
of Iſrael, ſtood among. his w wy. 

; Probably aſhamed: of his ls" emaci neglect of him, he 
i thn with tears acknowledged the value of this eminent 
g eacher of righteouſneſs, as the beſt protection of the 
; = nes This is not an er 5x yy 

* perſons, will pay a peculiar to 
ö ve th ſervants of God, "A are about to be taken 
5 way, and bear witneſs to their worth and excellence, 
= _y” an ever 5 treated them with con- 


. 720 received a recompence for the regard he 
ö Pere to the good man - pare eee, For 


Eliſha, on whom the ſpiri ſtill reſted, 
aſſured him by fome | — in a he 


he ſhould 

; be the inſtrument of delivering Iſrael from the op- 

] preſſion of the Syrians; —[t cannot but be profitable to 

ö vilit the beds of departing ſaints. We have great 

ö cauſe to Jament their removal; but, while we expreſs: - 4 

| our affeQtion for them, we may carry away a biens | 

for ourſelves. % 

A ſingular honour was conferred Eliſha, even 
after his diflolution : a dead body call int his ſepul- 
chre, upon touching his bones, in a miraculous man- 
ner revived. This might be deſigned to recal the at- 
tention of the people to the c er and inſtructions 
of the deceaſed prophet. But We look to One, in 
ny uperior i to Eliſha, who was dead and is alive, 

and who, « through death has deſtroyed him that had 
the power of death,” and given us the hopes en 
nous reſurrection to life eternal. 


, Weg! 2 Kings, xili. 14, Ke | | 
| N 3 The 
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your own juſtification, you cry out * their fer- 


ſanctity, in ſome of theſe very eminent inſtances be- 


2750 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

- The piety. and zeal of Eliſha are perhaps general ; 
applauded: among ourſelves; and applauded, too, 7 
thoſe very perſons, who diſlike and reproach every 
thing that bears the leaſt reſemblance to his example. 
We can affign the reaſon: you are not diſturbed by 0 
the holineſs and the labours of thoſe ſaints, who are N 
now removed from the earth. But the preſence, the : 
conduct, the admonitions of ſuch, as in any meaſure 1 
cread in their ſteps, are a conſtant reproof to you; and | 
therefore they excite your enmity and oppoſition. . In 


vour in religion as extravagance.” and enthuſiaſm, 
How, then, would you have endured the far' greater 


fore us ? Or, how can you expect to join their ſo- 
ciety in the world above? We are haſtening to the 
end of all things. Leaving others, therefore, Tet us 
aſk, What is our own ch t Among whom ſhall 
we be numbered? A ſeparation muſt ſhortiy take 

e: Will it be for our honour; or our cbmfort 

ly, we ſhould be ſerious 3 Kine: 94 
Ae that we may be accepted 
together with al his ae ppl, de admired im 
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ves as e of. e but, to, 
iy God: in his proceedings, whatever might b 
aught of their R te, ng Nig. Feng RE 
to ag ig the greſent hiſt org. 20 iu em 
Rae Probably, Was the author 0 little, 
w. hich bears his name, and which relates ma, ure. 
| idents in his life. 1 
pears in 4 very unfavoutable light; and, t 16 
erally. allowed that W Wis 
its a ſtriking inſtance of human der; 
fects and perverſench,, which | Jay: remain even in the; 
r But; 5 Ss tting in jud 
et us examine, er We are not in 
diſhonouring and provoking God, as he did. at 
, cenſure what was clearly Sil in him: yet may we 
EN greater reaſon to onde ourſelves ?. M2 _ 
4 | 
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272 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
be convicted and humbled for our own guilt, and 
enabled to walk more LOTS. —— 
in the Goſpel of. Jeſus IE | 
Years before. ane 25 15775 and — in the kingdom 
of wg the re ares Ech of Jeroboam the ſe. 
1 l. ny r —— bs 
iver p own countryme 
with which we are not acquainted. The — 
ſtances, recorded "es Shes. relate to a-particular 


commiſſion, . which u him, to preach at a 
diſtance from Judea. - The Lord ſent him to Nineveh, 
the capital of the Aſſyrian empire, a very large and 
| Nur city, to denounce the divine wrath my 
the inhahitants for their iniquities. + The 
Sr ſo as to preclude all doubt * his 
Vet he refuſed to comply with it, and, that he 
might ha hear no more of ſuch troubleſome revelations, he 
left dis fatmer bade, and "0 from'tho preſctive of 
the Lord” 2 54.3 $0: une 
What? Could he be Wee that God « filleth 
13 n hide us from 
' Him ? might, indeed, ſu that the Spirit of 
prophecy was confined to and that in a remote 
country he ſhould have no viſions of the ſort.” ' 
whatever might be his ſentiment, his conduct was ab. 
ſurd and wicked. It is an awful ſign when «the pre- 
ſence of God” becomes irkſome, and we wiſſi to avoid 
all intercourſe with Him. This was the caſe with 
Adam immediately after the fall: nor is it different 
with ourſelves, - whenever we defire to act contrary to 
| the command of God. For then we no longer love to 
be,” where we have been accuſtomed: to meet Him. 
Fee en e nad eee 0 
Read painful to us, and cover On 
q this an evident proof of a fad dedlenfion?” 
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was 3 unwilling to execute his com- 
ot through ſuch an humble ſenſe of. way 


inability, as. Moſes nat (oc felt; b 
'God,. and 2 dre 


thineſs and. inability 
we apprehend, through. a diſtruſt 


of the conſequences. For what could he look for at 


Nineveh, but cruel mocki eee or death 
itſelf ? Thus man thful to their victions, 

diſobedient to 8 4 leſt *. ſhould- 
ſuffer perſecution.” Ah! — light do you et by the 
authority oſ God, if er ou refuſe to fulfil your bounden 
— 5 icmay aer you to inconvenience and 


eee the divine.  forbearance, that 
the threatened ruin of the city would be 2244124 or de- 
layed, and therefore that he himſelf ſhould, be ac- 
counted a- falſe prophet.* It was no wonder, then, 
that he deſerted his poſt, while he regarded his own _ 
credit-and ſafety more than the honour of God, or the 

deliverance of the people. How different was the 
ſpirit of the Apoſtles, who, at the hazard and expence 
of every thing e Worlds e forth 
n „and “ rejoiced that th 

were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the 4. * 
eſus ! How 'oppolte was the conduct of Saint 
aul, who could. ſay, in the proſpect of the ſevereſt af. 
fictions, « None of theſe move me, neither 


count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that T might finiſh 


my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry w. which I have re- 
ceived of the Oy Jeſus, to ceffify the Goſpel of the 
e of God.” f Let the « ſtewards of the 1 5 


grac 
of God” remember, what ſimplicity, courage, diſin- 


tereſtedneſs and fidelity become their character, and { 


let them not 4 ſeek. their own, but the Kings which 
are Jeſus Chriſt's,” Sf 7 

he Lord perceives many perverſe tempers in his 
ales, and, like a wiſe as well as A, Lal 
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far kom thoſe ſtriki 
thou, O flee . Wien 


fi 
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2 gol e 2 | dont 6 to- 
He he ' Fe 2 Him to his 
duty. Wu Jag e for 1 amidſt 2 


company of idolatrous ſeamen, the Lord flirred vp 


: 3 tempeſt, fo, that they were all filled with con- 
 Kernation, in the of immediate deſtruction. 
All but Jonah: he fallen into a profound fleep 
firatnge as it may ſeem, that his conſcience would 

Puffer him to reſt), but at length the ſhip- maſter, who 
was probably a ſtranger to the true God, rouſed him to 
rayer. What an and oh reproof muſt he have 


« What meaneſt 
Rae» thy God, if ſo be 
that God will Fink upon us, that we periſh not.“ 
May the backflider, who is ſunk into a ſtate of ſpiritual 


376 5 attend to this addreſs, and ſhake off c the ſpirit 


Ariſe, and 


enter Ake. e What meaneſt thou, O leeper? 


God.“ 221 


upon 
e failors concluded from this anton form, 
that the divine Vengeance 
them for atrocious wickedriefs, and they expected to 


' purſued: ſome one among 


diſcover the gui rſon b n tows. Though 
- they might ys ples he” providence of God 
| 7 ale the whole ion; ind the lot fell upon 
Jondh, The mea Was imtnediatel y detected, and 
hay ged to 5 iniquity, Which The: 'thought to 
ye coneealed. What anguiſh muſt have 1 
his mind, When he found himſelf overtaken d 
wrath of Heaven ! Conſtrained, probably, b * 
ie imp wie he pronounced his own er 
ted the mal iners to throw) him overboard, to ap- 


ing of the ſea. They were unwilling to 
. ö but, till this Wus done, in vain 


they tried 2 the land. The 1 demanded the 
Criminal; only y upon his bei given up to the 


waves did the np ſubſide, he prophet, then, 


Went 
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be Wl reduced. InAs. jd Spe | 


and] wall nente ee ed R e ea”; erer 
We ſhould not mer ed 40 eaten mere, | 
— but, though .<,catt, he was not I 
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It is a painful 
reflection, that the miniſters of Chr are not at- 
tended to," as Jonah was. 4 The men of Nin 
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r Minerites, probably; liſtened to the 


— er on account of his very ſingul eaſe: for 


he was d a ſignꝰ , c But is not the caſe 4 


that exalted «© who" is Tien up among us, 
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who c deſtended into the lower 
and « roſe again the third N 


to the ſcrip- 
tires,” eulls us to turn from our evil ways.” If we 
refuſe” to hear his voice, eee 
r LH 19S "'- 23 L494 61 
Who, then, hath-believed the report of the Golght? 
Whohath been humbled underthe mighty hand of God? 


Are not thoſe, who were filthy; fil — 
many harder» thernſelves in their — 
rn. an! Sh 
im an ou out ruction. 
2 bow before with ſincere con- 
trition, you alſo mi — the threatened v 

as the Ninevites did. But if you deſpiſe the warni 
yow-ſhall “ have judgment without mercy.“ 4 
vou are not favoured with the perſonal miniſtry 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles; the ſame truths; Which tein. 
culcated, are declared unto you; and if you reje 
gracious offers, tendered to you even by t the meaneſt 


of his fervants, you will be as inexcuſable, as if you 


had lived in the days of our Lord himſelf. Othat Jou 


were wiſe, and knew the time of your viſitation! Il 


The perverſeneſs of Jonah was not yet t We 
come. We might have expected, that he w 
rejoiced in the penitence and'deliverance of — 


| =_ nor « jt diſpleaſed him exceedingly, and he 


_— He complained ' that” the divine 
— falſified his — and made him 
appear in the light of an impoſtor; and therefore he 
wiſhed to be removed from the earth. This 


a ſtrange pee viſhneſs of ſpirit, and a very improper re- | 
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recurred nenen. wich he had before 
_ Uiſepvered... 171 2 £682 IE Nen bus, ts 5 TTE al ene 
* . cenſure-Janahy b ut- is not his caſe u 
The application to gurſelves may, be — 
and 92 but, it is highly neceſſary. Alas] how 
_ ineffetualare-all outward means, to eradicate the de- 
pravity of our nature Though ſubdued for a ſeaſon, it 
will break forth again and again. In ſome fayoured 
hours: we may educlude, that our inward- foes 
arge daſtroynd, and that we ſhall, no more be in danger 
8 the ſame quarter. ut bur triumph may be ſhort. 
reſh temptations. may drax / forth our old · Ooorruptions, 
E with E 38 eſpecially if we ate care- 
and confi 8 continual need we have 
walk uni wich God,: to ſuſpect and fear our- 
—— and to xely upon the grace af Jeſus for the 
n ay il l he 
Was { | ; y-ſinful; and the 
1225 manifeſted. def rele — = yet with 
ſuch - tenderneſs. and condeſcenſion as may juſtly 
ſurpriſe us. He called him to account, and vouchſafed 
to argue with him, ¶ Doeſt thou well to be angry?! 


The prophet had retired from the been, 
e 


ſome little diſtanee from it, as if with an 
to ſee it conſumed. In that unpleaſant ſituation it af- 
forded him ſome comfort, that he was fheltered from 
the Nee which the 1 
pared for him. But while he rejoiced in his gourd, it 
Was as ſuddenly removed, and he was left to faint under 
the ſcorching beams of the ſun. The peeviſh man 
grieved ene for his Joſs, and in a fretſub ſpirit, 
as beſore, wiſhed: that he mig ed It appears won- 
der ful, that God ul bog mit his folly and perverſe- 
Neſs, and did not cut him righteous indignation, 
Upon the queſtion being —— « Doeſt thou. well 
to be angry? Jonah perſiſted in his impatience, «1 
do well to be angry, even unto death.“ It was a pre- 
bee expreſſion; yet 9 continued to deal 
5 ö 8 
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tenderly wich him; aiming on to correct his eilt 


tempers. He reproved him for diſcovering ſuch a fond 
attachment to the poor; ſenſeleſs; periſhable plant, and 
for complaining of the divine conduct in - ſparing the 
Ninevites, who were extremely numerous, and their 
lives of immenſe importance. Nic 10 2003017, £25312 
We | mourn for the very diſhonourable jour of 
this man of God; but are we inſtructed for 'ourſelves:? 
Is there no reſentment cheriſhed in our hearts, for 
which we might be ſeverely rebuke? Let us enquire, 
Doeſt thou well to be angry? Are we net di 
to murmur at God's diſpenſati haſty 


0 ion, and in a 
ſpirit wiſh ourſelves out of the world? Is there no 
gourd, no earthly comfort, on which we have fooliſhly 44 


placed our affections, and for the loſs of Which we 
inconſolable ? Are we not ready to ſay, What ge 
ſhall my life do me, fince the delire of my eyes is re- 
moved? We aſk again, Doeſt thou well to be 
angry? O vindicate not ſuch pride and petulance as 
— but confeſs your guilt, and implord forgive. 
. | 2 Nene e 
Ihe hiſtory will teach us to rejoice in the rich and 
ſovereign mercy of God, who can pardon; returning 
ſinners, even when their caſe ſeems deſperate. Let 
not « our eye be evil, becauſe He is good. Rather 
let us praiſe Him, when thoſe, whom we gave up as 
loſt, are found, thoſe, who were dead, are alive 
again. f But alas! like Jonah, we can feel much 
more for our own trifling concerns, than for the glory 
of God, and the ſalvation of our fellow creatures. Do 
we wonder at the forbearance of God toward his per- 
verſe ſervant? O forget not your own ingratitude and 
dbſtinacy; and then be aſtoniſhed at the patience, 
which He has exercifed toward you. Still He ftrives - 
with you; and ftill you grieve his Spirit. O when 
will this warfare ceaſe? Are you not longing for your 


Matt. xx, 15. f Lu. xv. 342. 


Full 
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full deliverance from the body of ſin and death, when 


love and obey Him without wearineſs or imper- 


ion for ever > 
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Ie ſubject may appear unintereſting to thoſe,” who 


neither lament nor ve the 8 


nature, and who ridicule the complaints of ſuch as 


are oppreſſed wich a painful ſenſe of it. But could 
they. be prevailed on to give a ſerious and minute at- 


tention to hat paſſes within their own minds, they 
would ſoon diſcover that matters are worſe with them- 
ſelves than they apprehend, and would ſee enough to 


fill them with ſurprize, and ſhame, and horror. 

But let not the caſe of Jonah be abuſed; You are 
pleaſed, perhaps, to hear of the failings of good men, 
as you hope, on this ground, to excuſe or palliate 


| e opts 77. Vou are well ſatisfied with your- 
lv 


es, acknowledge indeed that you have your de- 


fects, yet think it a ſufficient plea, that none of us ace. 
But we warn you, that ſin, if not entirely 


renounced, hated, and repented of, will bring down 
the curſe of à juſt and holy God. It is true, & the 


fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit“ in the moſt excellent 
perſons. Yet they walk not after the fleſh,” for 


they are waging continual war againſt it. On the 


contrary, you perform à willing ſer vice to it; and 
therefore 25 4 i 
« If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die.” 4. 
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HILE-we contemn tl principal eber, 

TOR we are preſented with a view of 

od in different and ſucceſſive periods 


Gn * has paſſed, we find, through various and 
conſiderable of ſituation: but, amidſt all its 
dangers and diſtreſſes, the ſame watehful eye has been 
attentive to its wht. the ſame Almighty hand ſtretch- 


ed out for its defence. . Many, a time have they af 


lied me from my youth up, may Iſrael now 

yet they have 2 — 2 4 
alſo an infallible aſſurance that the Lord, © wha 
dwelleth in Zion,“ will protect it to the end; for 
"he e not prevail againſt it” + 
— r of Judah; in which alone the true 
God remained, was reduced to a ve 11 
date, Tex irenget had been exhauſted” by the 

— ities; hich it ſuffered under tie reign of 
Ahaz: and, through the impiety of that prince, Tins. 
even of the; 3 of religion was ; 555 the 
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were ſunk i into the groſſeſt ola At ſuch 2 
re, therefore, what could be looked for, but that 
eſolati oe he 
Ifrael 


— mercy to * 
d to interpoſe i in 


a. 


i Alter wal ds did the Kingdom" 


omiſe, 


ould” not be unmindful of his 
« T wil yr 5 there- 


make the horn of David to bud e 


A; 


fore, at different periods, in completion of _ Cove- 


nant he reſtored that favoured family to a proſperous 
condition. He & raiſed up the tabernacle of David, 
that was fallen, and cloſed up the breaches thereof.“ + 
When < He will work, hs ſhall let it?” In a way 
we cannot deviſe, He provides ſuitable means for his 
on purpoſes; and whenever: his counſels are” for 
execution, the way inſtrument is at hand. 
pected from the — 


n eminent for wiſdom, piety, and Leal. 
hiſtory will encourage us to hope, when matters 
2 and mould excite, us to pray, that He, 
who, bes all bearts/ « in fis rule and governance, 


would ſtir up the ſpirit of princet, to maintain and 


Fannie eauſe in the world. Pg Hoi red ($63 1% 
Years Before | Hesekiah dame to the throne in the vi- 
l K ee of youthʒ whe was only twenty- 
s yeais eld. At ſuch an age, men in 


Wen eager to gratify theit paſſions, and can ill 
_ refiſt the temptation toſſenſual pleaſures, which the ac- 


ceſſibn af wealth and. power will ever furniſh.. But 
let perſons of rank, even in; early life; contemplate 
pattern, and learn to i fler youthful 
luſts.““ Though his education, probably, Was ex- 
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been eſtabliſhed in religious 3 for. his 
yery firſt concern was, to aboliſh, idalatry, and to call 
back his ſubjects to the knowledge — 5 Worſhip of the 
Lord God of their fathers. We view-with aſtoniſn- 
ment and delight his readineſs to enter upon the ardu- 
ous work of reformation, his unwearied e and 
ſteadfaſt perſeyerance in it. Immediately he turned 
his attention to the temple, which had hen neglected 
and profaned; and, after the proper pr ons and 
repairs, he opened the doors of the 's houſe, and 
3 the public ſervices. The Prieſts and Levites 
cem to have deſerted their poſt, till their prince re- 
manded them to it. He became a preacher of righte- 
ouſneſs to the miniſters of religion, with great ſeriouſ- 
neſs of addreſs exhorting them to return to the faith- 
ful diſcharge of their office. Even in the firſt month of 
bis firſt year, he himſelf went up, together with the rulers 
of the city, to the courts of the Lord and there celebra - 
ted a holy feſtival with many ſacrifees and much thankſ- 
giving to God. An amazing change appeared likewiſe 
in the diſpoſitions of the people, for God had prepared 
_ hearts; and therefore with the utmoſt —_— 
2 e u. — 20: 2 
The in „ encouraged by 4 4 
oy; mode ed to proceed further. He ſummon- 
4 4 his ſubj jects throughout the land of Judah, and 
invited alſo _ Iſraelites of the ten tribes, who had 
long been ſeparated from them, to aſſemble at Jeruſa- 
lem in the ſecond month, that they might keep the 
paſſover together, and by that ſacred ordinance rene 
their covenant with God. The meſſe were diſ- 
patched, and the proclamation, which called to peni- 
tenoe and prayer, was publiſhed without delay. 
We are not ſurpriſed, that in a nation ſunk ſo low, as 
that of the Liralites NT GR 
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wich ſome and ridicule. A them the 
er re ome and parry. Thoſe who 
ous for ' reformation, in age or- C 
where ignorance; and ſin have wag: hed, ne 
look for a ſimilar treatment. Satan has of old practi- 
fed the ſame device, and to this day he endeavours to 
112 n 

exei the h of fools againſt them. Be not, 
e eee ed, though you have « trial of cru- 
el'mockinps.” "The Lord ot put an honour upon 
fuch as honour Him, hes will generally give ſucceſs to 
their ſchemes for his glory, n not to the extent, 
Pera, Whieh eſire. 

Some even of Iſrael accepted the invitation; and 

came with unfeigned humility to bow before God. 

But throughout Judah there was no oppoſition. The 

Lord poured out upon them ſuch an influence of 

his Spirit, that'they — the ſummons, 

and an immenſe tion led according to 
the wiſhes of the king. For fourteen days together 
the holy ſolemnity continued, and an uncommon 
fervour of devotion appeared in all the company. 
They began with deſtroying the idolatrous altars, which 
had been erected in Jeruſ: and then proceeded to 
_ kacrifice the paſſover, and to worſhip Jehovah accord- 
mg ing to his eee rites. I eee _ 

ion were ently employed, teac e 
the good knowledge of the Lord,” pier 4 amy 
fa up 2 5 prayers and praiſes to heaven Indeed 
the zeal of their prince excited them to a pious: emu- 
lation; for he ſtood and encouraged them in the faith- 
ful performance of their duty. 

Several circumſtances in their oplebiration of this 
feſtival were not exactly conformable to the original 
pointment. Many, who had come in haſte, eſpeci- 
from the tribes of Iſrael, were ceremonially un- 
cls yet they were permitted to partake of the ſa- 
eres feat, and, throu oo the interceſſion of Hezekiah, 

Were 
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were pardoned and accepted. In caſes of real neceſſity, - 
+ MW our gracious God diſpenſes with the 'obſervance of his 
Ff own politive commands; and at all times He requires a 
proper diſpoſition of the heart, more than a punctual 4 
compliance with external formalities. Abb 
2 'The ordinance” was ended, but the congregation 
did not ceaſe from their religious ardour. They ſpread 
themſelves throughout the land, doubtleſs under the 
direction of their prince; and, while they teſtified 
their regard to the true God, they took ſuch ſteps as 
might prevent the nation from returning to their for- 
mer abominations.“ They brake the images, cut 
down. the groves, deſtroyed the altars, removed the 
high places, which even ſome good kings had winked 
at, and daſhed in pieces the braſen ſerpent, which 
"Moſes had erected, becauſe it was abuſed to the pur- 
poſes of e | 
That the reformation might be complete and abiding, 
Hezekiah reſtored the ſtated ſervices 'of the temple, - 
required the Prieſts and Levites to preſerve their ap- 
inted courſes, and provided for their future ſupport. 
theſe and all other regulations for the honour of 
God and the advancement of true religion, he diſco- 
vered an unſhaken integrity and firmneſs of mind, 
and his pious ſchemes were attended with remarkable 
r an 
And ſhall ſuch an example produce no correſpondent 
influence upon us? Do we not perceive and admire 
the excellency of this character? Is it not obvious, 
that one ſuch perſon may be a bleſſing to thouſands ? 
* And ſhall we not, then, in our reſpective places, ex- 
ert our abilities to check the prevalence of iniquity, 
and to promote the knowledge and worſhip of 8 ? 
* It is deſirable, that the fervour and activity of youth 
al WH ould be thus employed. What nobler object can it 
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4 have? Beſides, piety in early life promiſes more ex- 


tenſive uſefulneſs, than at a later period. If you 1 5 


will ſupport you in the difficulties of it; and you may 


be ſpared for many years, to proſecute and complete 


14-1 F; your plans. What, though long cuſtoms and general 


- - examples around you oppoſe your wiſhes, and ſeem to 
repreſent the caſe, as deſperate? Try at leaſt what 
Lan be done, in the ſtrength of God, and with prayer 
for his bleſſing. Call upon others to join their labours 
Witk you, _ and, if you, are intruſted with authority, 
Command their attendance in their proper offices, and 

_ . Exhort them to a faithful diſcharge of their duty. But 
vou muſt animate them by wr own conduct, and go 
5 them in every laudable attempt, if you expect 
their concurrence. Many even of your inferiors may 
deride and inſult you: but, if you perſevere in ſpite 
of contempt and reproach, you will probably ſee much 
good produced. Nay, ſome, whom you little thought 
of, may be ſtirred up to carry your deſigns into effect. 

ee The hand of the Lord” may be upon them to in- 
duce their ready compliance. Only endeavour to copy 
the eminent pattern before you, in this reſpe& ; what- 
eyer work you begin for che honour of God, do it 
With all your heart, and doubt not that you wil 


Nr | | 
: *. We haye beheld the zeal and activity of the Jewiſh 
prince to reſtore and eſtabliſh the ſtated adminiſtration 
of the divine ordinances in the temple. And ſhall we 
not allow, that a ſerious attention and regard to the 
public ſervices of religion is indiſpenfably requiſite in 
men of all ranks? _ We are favoured with the inſtitu- 
ted means of grace; the houſe of prayer is open; and 
the miniſters of Chriſt © teach the good knowledge of 
the Lord.“ But are you thankful for the privilege? 
Do you not refuſe your preſence, and deſpiſe the wor- 
ſhip and the word of God ? If your churches were 


hut, and your teachers removed, , would you lament 
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were ve: £ tithes, 
= ſacrifices. called for c — of 
Not ſo the ordinances, to which the Goſpel i 
No labour in travelling, na coſtly . are 
neceſſary. Vet we t, that bberality 1 
is highly — and may be 
tenſiwe benefit. Nor will you loſe any [Like 
nay ela you are willing to communicate for 
the ſupport| and advancement 50 aue religion in 1 


* 


ade king of Judah proſpered-in the civil-adminif 
tration of his government: for the Lord, whom he 
. e remarkable ſucceſs to his political enter · 
priſes. He fubwued the Philitines and caſt off the 
yoke of OS ER ONE 
Mies. Vet aber foras years, it 1 
un in a very ſharp! manner, by | — 4 — 
to gain ſuch advan over him, — — 5 5 


to the loweſt ſtate of diſtreſs. This diſtreſs, however, 
tended to. diſplay the peculiar excellence of his charac- 
ter, his unreſerved reliance upon God: and in no part 
of his life did he appear more illuſtrious, than at the 
critical period, Which we are haſtening to conſider. 
Doubtleſs, he poſſeſſed other eminent | qualifications, 

but the ſacred hiſtorian has ed him for his 
faith, above all who ſat on the throne of Judah. Nor 
does God uſually. permit this grace, where He has be - 
ſtowed a ſingular meaſure of it, to lie dormant. For 
bis own-glory and for the encouragement of others, 
He brings it forth to public view, and by his ſevereſt 
ns: ſhews what ſupport it can adminiſter to 
the ſoul: There are few inſtances recorded, in which 
TF 


ENG In che fourteenth year of He — 4 
Chriſt, nacherib the proud prince of Ai yria, pro- 
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formidable invaſion into his and penetra- 

red nearly neee He had already deſtro ar 
. Iſrael; and now he 
— . — deſolation to the ſiſter 1 6He 

p14 the ene e eee. 

8 them.“ What, then, was the ſtate of Heze. 
PETIT rex He prepared for a vigorous reliſtange,, and 

uſed the on; This might be perfect the enemy and to 
8 is t for 

RIES 
man. foreſight and | aig unneceſſary. n 
therefore, he had appointed his captains of war, he 
exhorted them to ſuſtain the ſiege with an undaunted 
courage, from a confident expectation of the divine 

interpoſition in their favour. There be more with 
us, ſaid he, “ than with the king of Aſſyria: With 
him is an arm of, fleſh ;/ but inne 
God to help us, and to fight our battles.” 

Vet we are obliged to remark. a fad Giles thy that 
very principle, for which he was eminent, Many of 
his princes, without conſulting the Lord, and contra- 
ry to the directions of the prophet -Ifaiah,+ went to 
ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the Egyptians; and we few 

1 if 5 of 
Hezekiah. But their hopes of reli from this quarter 
were diſappointed: and it is in mercy that God is 
| © pleaſed to defeat the plans of his people, when they 
 _.._ ere-truſting to the aid of men. How frequently has 

| that ſentence been verified, « The ſtrengti of Pharaoh 
mall be your ſhame, and the truſt in the ſhadow of 
=_ Egypt your confuſion. When theſe ſuccours did 
= not arrive, the king of Judah ſeems to have given way 
=_ to a ſimful diſtruſt. Alas] we mourn for his .weak- 
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4 neſs; but we have not known a believer, whole faith 
= has never ſtaggered. Inſtead of engaging, and ſimply 
in upon, the 2 ——— he impoveriſhes 
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his ſorces. The 
we rejoice to find, that when his *roubles — | 
upon him, he did not then waver, | as he had done be- 

fore, bur maintained nn bie 


God. 
. 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, ſent his Generals with an 
D erer 
tekiah«to ſurrender,” They came to the very 
and, by an inſolent and blaſphemous meſſage 
ws, eee . d 
truſt in Jehovah. e e een n petglddd as. 
forth and deſert the prince ho could no longer defend - 
them; and promiſed them a tate of plenty and ſecu- 
e eee eee ee 
—— — —X— 
For wine would fe rai © argu with dae, wh ae. 
not afraid to vent their els againſt God?" {UK 
"The pious king ef Judah felt incxpreſſiblediſtteſu® 
lie perceived that his fituation was moſt critical, and 
that without à divine interpoſition he muſt fall a prey 
to his enemies. No country had been able to wich- 
ſtand the arms of the proud Aﬀyrianz and, white Je- 
rafalem! itfelf was — by his numerous hoſts, 
not one friendly ally came to its aſſiſtanee. Vet 
See, = pace of refuge, © ich de then od 
ith outward tokens of humiliation and 
2 bans obably 1 
prior he win pt the toms pry i 
to ſolicit the fervent-mterceſſions of Iaiah for theit re- 
lief. He received an immediate om the pro- 
full of encouragement and-oonfolation, declaring 
the name ne os «gre and inſulting 
938% 3t * \ 19 : 
th rale e "0k e ee o ent 


2 * [1% . 115 Na enn 1 4 4 
= 


>> 04g U. ; 0 54s tyrant | 


S8 at KF 7 7 


A A8 


22 


N. Taras. K 5 


LE 


4 


. 


. '1 , 


299 SCRIPTURE: CHARACTERS. 
tyrant ſhould ſoon . 
and. ſbould ꝓeriſh by the Grords Z 


The. ro 
ton. dence: 
Aſſyrians were till 


t deliverance; was delayed, and 
21 to God 


the moſt. impious irreverence and defiance of  Jchovat 


| He ſeems 40 have been mare diſtreſſed! by:theſe indig- 


nities offered to his God, than by his own: difficulties, 
Again be þ:took. himſelf to the throne of grace, and 
"with: increaſing andour of: devotion. He ſpread the 
—.— , bam win 8 
iſion, o int not to 
er his- own glorious name 
— — . 


a bis own 
2 — Ah! hoe 

p of the wicked is ſhor ttt... 

This very ingular.hiftory+extibits-a ſtrong proof of 


FER 
the eflicacy of a firm truſt and confidence in God. He 


3 but not forſake his people. He may reduce 
32 that all hope may ſeem to be 
3 But thoſe are, the ſeaſons, in which He 
ally appears for the manifeſtation of His own 
Wer, e ne and-love.Inithe mean tine (they 
= to Evidence their ſimple and unreſerved 

enc 


e upon Him, and by fervent-ſupplication to 

— — his help. It is well, when our troubles drive 

us to our knees; far thus only can we 1 * 
O 


HUNT 


 'doubtleſs,! ede 
the 
againſt and 
bis people. Hezekiah had a freſh ſummons from them 
sto ſurrender, and a letter from Sennacherib, exp reſſing 
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cious 


promiſes to be fulfilled in our deliverance. ) The 
example of Hezekiah-teaches. us, & that men ought 
ways to pray, and not to faint.“ But does it not re- 

e our unbelief? How unwilling ate we co teſt on 
the declaration of Jehovah | How deſirous to know, 


relief is aged! But it is the peculiar province of faith 
to derive ſupport from God, when all human eſt rces: 
fail, and to wait for the completion of his werd, though- 
weſee not how it; c blybe accompliſhed,” Lord, 
help our unbelief |” For how much does it NEE: 
our comfort and adyancement in religion]! E How often 
does it hinder and diſgeurage us in praer¶ +; 
This ſignal deliverance, by the manifeſt interpo- 
ſition of the God of Iſrael in Four of his ſervant,” ex- 
cited the attention and wonder of ſurrounding. nations 
They looked with the utmoſt veneration-to the man, 
3 been ſo en wb by any rae. 
were eager to his regard by. man = 
able preſents. Thus, air & ſevere 68 tb 10 4 
„and enjoyed a large meaſure of riches 
1 even to the end of lite. | * Gre La, 
is his ſaints : for the Lord preſeryeth the ee 
* f. the 1 E 
cour e ſireng heart a 
ts one is the Lord,”'* mu. * 
But iy addition to the en of 3 wa” 
about the ſame time, Hezekiah / ſuffered another ver 7 
ſharp affliction. A, ſudden attack of a 1 i We 
eaſe. brought him to the confines; of the grave; and 
meſſage from, God Alſo bad him prepare to ſeaye t 
werld,ft ,inaſamuch as the ſickneſs, in its kind and 


deney, was. certainly fal.“ Here. again he beweg 
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in what. way He. will ce us! How impatient, when 
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We adimire the ardour of his devotion « 


* thatcoceaſion;' but are (os pho at his ering 


die; Is the thin 1 
. wy thinks opted of odfin his 


Covenant? Is it not —— ys; their character, 


to diſcover any fears of the dare od or any ſtrong at- 
tochment to er preſent ſtate | 


But ſurely, pious 

the common infir- 
from their diſſolu- 
tion: and only in proportion to the livelineſs of their 
— will eternity appear defirable to chem. Not to 
inſiſt, however, on this conſideration, the peculiar 
circumſtances of Hezekiah's fituation might juſtify the 
earneſtneſs of his wiſhes and pefitions or a recovery, 
not ſo uch on” His n account, as on that bf the 
Church und nation, for-which he was deeply concerned,” 


It would ſeem, denbtleſs, a matter of triumph to his 


as well as — devs 


enemles, if he ſheuld be cut off at | fuch a critical 


would-be left without a gui ec 


— the and violence of the Aſi 
reformation; ito, which he had introduc 


then 
2 have reuſon to dread a general return 
a people t to idolatry, upon his removal. The honour” 
of God, cherefore, was connected with his lifè; and 
on this ground, With a view to further uſefulneſs, he 


juncture, and; Sad wa eonſtrued, under the di- 


might prope roperly aſk for the ſtroke to be averted or de- 


Beſides; it is probable that at the time of his 


bd had no child, and that the ſucceffon was 


vided for. Perhaps he feared, that the family of 
David, 10 which the Nile, were made, would be 
chaten and therefore chat the expectations of the 


Sir would fail Diſtrefing apprehenſions of this 


Kind mighr well conftrain him to weep and to pray: 
This part of the hiſtory, however, holds out to us 


freſh encouragement to cry unto God in our troubles, 


Hoy, aſtoniſhing have been the effects of prayer! He- 


__ zekiah 


in its — and conſequently Oed, 
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zekiah atv] an immediate anſwer from heaven, by 
- et Ifaiah, aſſuring him of the divine — 
to defend him from all his enemies, 
ng alſo, that on the third day he ſhould be per- 
ored, and that fiſteen years ſhould be added to 
his — For the cure of his diſeaſe an application was 
directed, which; though ſuitable in itſelf, the power of 
the Lord only rendered ſucceſsful : and ſor the con 
fed tack ee deren and he gt oder pr. 
ten the light 
tracted in a miraculous manner. s Eliza 
On ſuch a ſubje& it . us to — and en- 
i What think we of death? Shôuld any mortal 
attack us, are we ready? Soon will the ſum“ 
mons be irrevocably iſſued out, „Thou ſhalt die, and 
not live.“ What, then, will be our hope, when God 
mall take away our ſouls ? Is it not neceſſary now, to 
ſet our houſe in order,” and to ſettle both temporal 
and ſpiritual concerns ? Have we done this? 872 ate 
we not undul — to the world? For what end do 
we deſire to be ſpared any — Or are now, . 

Wee purple er? (2p PEERS | 
we have beett-raifed like Hezekinh;: har 

our recovery ſeemed impoſſible. Then what returns 
1 Better had it beęn for us to have been 
ent of years ug ago, than to perſebere in the habits” of 
king of Judah: ſhewed the warmeſt gratitude 
— He went up to the temple to ce- 
lebrate the divine goodneſs; and 1 con 


ye not fay-with; him; 4 The livi 
ſhall praiſe thee, as I do thisdaye? f 
Lord are upon us: O let us be mindful of! them,” 


aſe our reſtored firength for his glory I Mr OS 
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LE, - Hepekinh has hitherto appeared, not indeed a pon 

3 Character, but one of 8 eminence. Vet 

|, -_ fſpired hiſtorjatis have remarked a defect in his obedi- 
ence, ſpon, aſter; his recovery, for which he. ee = 

ſharply: reproyed and threatened. by God himſelf, 

| declenſion, however, was not of any eee 
7 vor of ſo groſs or notorious a kind, as ta ex 3 
to the reproaches of the world. The Lord G 
1 of our minds; and; it is pentie, — 


Fae depart from Him, and come under his diſplenſure, 
whilſt . b zer i approves e N 


* 33 57 ade, Itch be felt upon 
$ miraculous cure, were of ſhort duration; and per. 
ps from a conceit of his on importance on account 

NA he diflinguiſhed-favours he had received, . his heart 

Len ig % In ſuch a diſpoſition he was ill pre- 

a teinptation, which flattered his vanity, 

Fee king of Babylon, probably to court his friendſhip, 

"Tent Ambaſſadors: to bim with large preſents, und lt 

ters of congratulation on his very extraordi 
tion from ſickneſs. Hezekiah might have 22 them 
All proper civility and kindneſs Without violating any 
Principles of religion- But he [ſeems to have been 
_ carriedaway by — and fooliſhly to have exulted in 
the honourable notic taken Inſtead of in- 
ing theſe — princes indie knowledge 
IJchovanl, he; 3 own grandeur before 
them, and with much felf-flatteryand conceit/exhibited 
Dis palaces and treaſures . Ah 1 how prone we are, 
s 2 age ee to 9 to i= Gol 
ry Axe yau not in danger of being 8 

hen God proſpers yduy and of f 
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13 priſe ts duc? This is bighly di — 
i anc e bring; vped dee calamities 
eee e ag . 
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mm tiny: of fooking egen houſes, your” fur 2 
niture, and except wi e . ef | 
neſs.to' God, and a holy e 
Does it appear that he, ho had difovveres 
ſuch” a firmneſs in religious principles, ſhould be over- - 
come by the finiles of 4 Pagan monarch? Alas F 
Man, being in honour, hath no underſtanding,” 
But waving this conſideration, we are never ſtcure 
without the ſupport of divine grace If that good in- 
fluence'be withdrawn, the moſt eminent ſaints will fall 
ſrom their Readfaſtneſs. Thus the ſacred hiſtorian has 
explained the declenſion of Hezekiah: * God left him 
to try him, that he mighe knou all that was in his heart,” 
Probably, he had not oonceived himſelf to be ſo vain 5 
and fooli h: and this ſad experience of the depravity-of 
his heart might have a ſalutary effect, by ralseng 
more genuine humility, faith, and love. 
2 ee _ awful -iiiftances: of” 
miſc in excellent perſons among ourſelves.- 
Their dates” and perſe verance in righteouſneſs 
ue to be aſcribed to the continual aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit.” But if He deſert them, they are liable! to be 
carried away by every temptation. He will not, in- 
deed, leave chem utterly, or with any other vrew- than 
to promote their greater good. Vet this repreſenta- 
non ubaſes our pride, convinces us of our need of” 
the bleod of ſpri „ and beaches us to « walk 
bumbly:with our God.“. | 
The lea deviation from holy principles is hateful to 
God; and therefore Hezekiah's vanity did not paſs un- 
noticed-or unpuniſhed:” Taiah was diſpatched with a 
ſolemn and deruneiation of wrath againſt him 
and his people. It is frequently obſerved, that offend- 
ers are chaſtened even by thoſe things and perſons,, 
which have cauſed them to eſs. Thus it was 
declared, that the very men, to whom he had paid his 
court, ſhould ſeize upon all his boaſted treaſures, and 
reduce his deſcendants to the mene captivity. Ah! 


ol Ee TELLS, 9 what 


's dich conſtrained him to cry out, in admi- 
ration of the diſtinguiſhed merey extended to bim, 
l the werd 3 me. What 


1 = 
and his ſincerity appeared not more before, than after, 
his fall. We adore the grace, which can pardon- and 
reſtore a backſlider- From that time he continued 
_ uniformly ſteadfaſt in the praftice of righteouſneſs, and 
increaſed in power, riches, and honour, during - the 
ſequel of his reign. The nation enjoyed -ſingular 
proſperity under his government; and when he was 
taken from, them at the appointed period, they felt his 
_ Jofs..: They bore teſtim to his exalted worth, for 
they buried him in the chiefeſt of the es of 
the ſons of David, and did him honour at his death.” 
A better recompence awaited him in the j 2 
Slory; and, at the reſurrection of the * 
receive the public approbation of men, — 
of God. Who does not ſay, Let me die —.— 
of the righteous ? "Then, « be followers, of then 
bo through faith and patience inherit the Nane 
and give dee to me, your calling and. ele 
bed 43 hen pn 91 71 | D nl bil 
Th Tt 25 1 79 * war 3 off: 235 2 
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FROM the 9 8 and Aigen of 
in the work of reformation, which ——— 
contemplating we were ready to promiſe: a lo 
tinuance of religion and — to the 
. But our expectations are diſappointed, and v 
d the utmoſt deſolation ſuddenly intnoducell — 
then, the wiſe man's „ — 
—— — — Hezek een man 
- . — — 
to perfection, en an ene 
. ad ie in ruins. But What — 4 — 
hand dared to demoliſh that goodly ſtructure, whichbs 
— erect? This ſurpriſes us the 
more: it was one of his own houſe g t one pron 
ceedin from his on bowels; ene 
reigned in his ſtead. ad ig ir Wow 
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2 f © He came to the crown, when he was but 
of ears old. It was a misfortune to 
— a atk ; was depr 
EDA * early a 
| Yet we t have expected, that his father's 
dam aca bar 21 e left a ſtrong impreſſion upon him, 
| — orgs ad aim: the religious friends and m. 
2 to whole care he was committed, would have 
been a conſiderable reſtraint. It ſhould ſeem, how. 
ever, that immediately on his acceſſion he to 
a _ excellent regulations, which 
_:.. + and ſoon. became the patron of idolatry, 
== eee. uity. 
| We ſtand amazed, and, aſk, Des i the advan- 
TE Alas! Og ow. 


1 to 


break down ev 9 and ſometimes it appears the 
ety rele 2 bar haing been ſubject to 
5 control. Hence many young 
ns, releaſed from the d nn dens of 
| TN have diſcovered A e ef- 
frontery in wickedneſs.» But ſurely, it is a hig 
_ vation of a finner's guilt, that he diſr 4. — 
ſtructions and admonitions he has received, and departs 
from the of . righteouſnels, in which. be wa 
obo apy; prayers, the counſels, and examples 
© 1 parents, — have been à peculiar 
| ig, will prove the curſe and co condemnation of 
+ 07 O that children would conſider their pre- 
ſent -favourable 11 igang ond. Wis: Nane they 
muſt render to G 
— the extreme and wal gener 
man, W reviews 5 
L | e e of the ene pane of an 
| life? Nac ee, rig of Jehovah, and not 
iN even permitting it among his. ſubjects, he ruſhed at 
once into all . 
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them in his an nation. He 
altars and groves, which his 


To l the hoſt of heaven. Not con- 


25 reaſon, and the — of - 


and to pay divine honours to a 

creature? Such. a religion./2s is, is as dif] graceful - 
to many. ap iis odious and provekingito-Jeboyah... 

It is mentioned as an aggravation of ; 

— that he 6 Ates into che 

LES rad as ee e of. 

in the very place, where Jehovah: had fix his 


ing preſumption... How could he enter thoſe ſacred - 


e ods avs thus utterly ſubverted, 
himſelf excluded from his | own habitation... 
What was this, but, as it were, to inſult Him to his 
face, and to challenge Him to vindicate his * 
againſt the idols, . which were exalted above Him? 
Manaſſeh, in the progreſs of his reign, — 15 
father: but how baſe his character in that relation! 
Some, at leaſt, of his children he devoted — 
yi ofthe heathen ; he pads thee paſs rough th ire, 
gera-: has. been ſuppoſed, that, 2 were offered up 
and crifice ; for ſuch a cuſtom, we know, — we" 


d at | u ni , 3h 
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. down - 3 | 


v. ſince we are ſo ready o depart © - 


8 We wonder at ſuch an inſtance of 


eee reprooſ ? Or could he 
ever forget, to whom. that houſe. was dedicated? The 
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leh's it has do been mainmined, CN ; 


then, 5 24 | Wee O's THERE certain 
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Ay, the kin 
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———— 6856 md 88 
h's 2 I this confleration, 


| mon blood, I. much, wa rag, for had fled Jene 


from one end to another. What rendered this wan- 
ton barbarity the more atrocious was, that he ' exerci- 
ſed i the faithful fervants of 


**. 


it, probably, 
pn and in contempt of their ſolemn admonitions, 
The Lord ſent prophets to warn, reprove, and threaten 
* neither he nor his people would harken. 
erſiſted, with the utmoſt obduracy, in all his vile 
as if he defied the indignation of Heaven. 
awful declarations of God's meſſengers could not 
but de very offenſive to him; and perhaps with a 
view to get rid of theſe troubleſome monitors, and to 
extirpate all their adherents, he put ſuch immenſe num- 
bers of them to death. It is fuppoſed, that the vene- 
rable Ifaiah, who had been his father's friend and 
- <qunſellor; fell a facrifice-to his fury, and that he was 
& fawn aſunder, as a pong example of vengeance, 
How much more enviable the Rate of the martyr, than 
that of the royal murderer! This avowed oppoſition 


to he calls of God conſtituted the worſt part of Ma- 
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former part of Manaſſeh's life, we could have. e 
ed nothing but the moſt tremendous e 


onſequences in 1 
5 e Lori, indeed, had teſtified by 
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9 . d take ſignal TK. We aſk, - 
What became of Manaſſen? 4 He, that, being often 
reproved, h4rdeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be. de- 
ſtroyed, and that without remedy.” t This were juſt 

in every caſe; but in many a7 "Lf of the kind here 
deſcribed, the claims of Juſtice are withdrawn, that 55 
the rich and rebate grace of our God may be. the | 
more gloriouſly diſplayed: thus 4 metc 23 | 
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In that ſtate of retirement he Was awakened 25 
election; he faw and confeſſed the haleneſs of his con- 
69A, - atid \cticd n God for. pardon. , They, the 


haughty rebel was 1 5 ; and, after having exhibit- 
ed a fad ſpecimen of þ 1 1 Te afforded 


* of his deceaſed father to be anſwered. 
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| and it is 
marvellous in our Yet even uber God himſelf 
does, He is pleaſed 1 moſt caſes to accompliſh by vets 


ternal means; and afflictions are gooey made uſe of 

in the great work af converſion. 

from the error of their ways, He ſeparates them from 
their evil companions, and deprives them of their for- 


mer temptations and opportunities of wickedneſs : by 


heavy pains and difappointments, He bows down the 


pride of their hearts, 2 convinces them of the bit- 
| terneſs 
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Him. Thus it is recorded of Abaz, the 
of Manaſſeh, « jn the time of his diſtreſs did he treſ- 
| inſt the Lord,”* Thus alſo in thoſe 
torments, reſerved; far the finally 
nitent, there will be no proper contrition, ho-hi- 
hu tort jon. 4 They gnaw their tongues) for pain, and 
blaſpheme the God of heaven, becauſe of their pains 
and their ſores, and repent not of their deeds.''+ : 
What, then, is account, of Manaflah's conver- 
ſion? The deſcription: is ſhort, but „ne 
bumbled himſelf greatly before the God of his fathers. 
N ford 's BG. wh ; readily, allow, would 
| furniſh him! with fuſficient matter for the exerciſs' of | 
godly ſorrow. But every real penitent, N 2 
right apprehenſion : of the heinouſneſs of will feel 
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3 © Behold, Tam vile”. This ill be the very firlt-of- 
= {et of rus repentance. 
a e gan, 2 
tt He beſou e his God, pra f 
7 US Sb The ſacred hiſtorian in and again 4 
notice of his prayer, which p y was "moſt —— ' 
and inceſſant. Nor can we conceive, that there is any 
ſpiritual conviction or uffeigned humiliation, where 
there are no ardent ſupplications for pardon. What 
more ſuitable expreffon of à contrite heart, than « God 
be merciſul to me a ſinner !”” Such an importunate 
application to the God of 1 
Aud datermines the character of a convert. For 
it was remarked of Paul, n 
his change, „Behold, he prayeth.. ? 
9 lf ye ſeek-the Lord, Lie will be found of: + 
How many memorable inſtances verify the 1 
Manaſſeh-ſtands as a conſpieuous example of the rea- 
dineſs of our God to accept and to fave the returning 
ſinner. The Lord was intreated of him, and heard 
- his ſupplication.” His numerous and aggravated of- 
fences were all blotted out; and the poor culprit, trem- 
bling before his Judge, was lifted up, and comforted 
wich che hope of forgiveneſs.” O what à proof is here, 
& een eee «there is plenteous 1 tion Þ'? | 
>» God was graciouſly pleaſed to put 's fince- 
rity to the trial: for by a peculiar providence «He 
Tce him again to Jeruſalem, and reſtored him to 
his kingdom. There e recovered his former dignity, 
and continued to reign for many years. We are anxi- 
f zur to hear theny i, when ee was removed, 
| args re his religi us impreflions, and perſevered in a 
or are we'left in doubt: full teſti- 
250 was given, that he was ( renewed in the ſpi- 
2 his mind, and created in righteouſneſs and true 
ineſs: . — we nee of row conver-, 
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5 God.” Could he poſſibly be ignorant of this? Had 

de not carly grounded in principles ? Had 


Landing be enlightened.” Then, as in Manaſſch's 
caſe, God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, ſhines in the heart, to give the knowledge of 
the glory — in the face of Jeſus Chriſt /*? - 
rmation, we: 
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uld not forſake their idolatry, in hich he 

; them ;-and ſome years'afterwardthehea- 

_vy judgments of God deſolated the nation, on accourit '. 
of his former wickedneſs, even though he had obtained © _ 

forgiveneſs for his own ſoul. ) Tou ale, 'who'are 

reconciled to God, and have confidence: before Him, 
ructiom of thoſe, whom you habe ſeduced. 3 

and recuver them, if you can. Some of them, pers 

haps, have died in their ſins, and are loſt for ever: and 

of thoſe, ho remain, how few will hear you: or 

hearing regard ydur admonitions? Poſterity, for. ages 

yet to come, may yy ee of your iniquis 

ty. Who will not „then, even from a vier of 
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i nenen ail 


5 . daes — our attention. By ſuch in- 
ſtances as) theſe, the Lord affords the möſt ſtriking 
erchibition of the nature and ſuffwieney of that 
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N doch much more abound,“ 
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RUE e which in every tof life ; is ami- 

able and uſeful, is peculiarly fo in youth. At 

ages temptations to ſenſual Nee are the ſtrong- 

eſt and moſt numerous; and then to reſiſt the moſt 

_ Importunate ſolicitations to evil, and, amidſt an univer- 

Tal degeneracy of manners, to diſcover a firm and zea- 

Jous' attachment to the ſervice. of God, to prefer the 

nt of his favour and the advancement” of his 

| glory to every worldly conſideration, — this is real ex- 

"cellence, a ſight which even Angels look eg 

With delight. This, however, is an 

Which no principles of our depraved nature will 10 

us; it requires a large meaſure of divine grace. O 

may that grace be poured out upon our riſing genera- 

tion; for ſo we may TY revival of truth and ho- 
Lineſs amongſt us LAT 

» n Joſiah, the king of Judah, will aford e 


+2052 oMkin mrs , 


1 a beautiful e of early piety, and of 
1 HA beneficial eff Upon his acceſſion to 
n we had ev 3 
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i MN — away the various abominations,, 
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the groſſer irt wert corrected before ; but 
n an entire abolition. of idolatry, and of every thing 
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—_— ALE Ae . uſtob:in; their: _ 


JS 2B Sr ser 


a 
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BH fword:} It is obwious, that he had 40,-coh Hit, with: ' 
| very formidable difficulties, but the fervour af his zeal 
carried ham through them all. He was not ſatisſied 
— de ha orders, or ſending; his officers, to 
z but he , hifaſelf- went in pro- 
e though — — to ſee his commands ex- 
ja" Sti] that he met with na 
violent oppaſitions, did we not 3 his ſucdeſi to 
oe ing tence rf od ven the added. 
£9 Goth env title in ether 
Shall we not pray, that God would endue the 
of the earth with the ſame cke Lie 
Hheir power to hinder the commiſſion of much evil; 
and doubtleſs, they muſt anſwer for their connivance 
at the profane practices of their ſubjects. But leaving 
Them, we ſhould enquire me e e dene, 
veral ſpheres, are . 10 pre- 
vent ſin. Though you nun 5 or 
no authority there none, 
vows N a ſhould reſtrain? Are there 
no friends and acquaintance, living in * "oF 
n —— x 
dition you ought to be: deepl 
they ol Lies bo your e 1 and — 
— Make the trial atleaſt, ſrom ee 
and your labour ſhall not be in vain. Is it proper in a _ 
eaſe to attempt a reformation? Then why wuld not 
this work begin with you ? If the love of eaſe, or fear 
of 1 y erer gr rl to hh F 
ou to s 
„ ee d in Abe ede n 
aid not conſine himſelf within: the Gihits of kis an 
particular dominion in Judah; for he exerciſed a ſimilar ' 
juriſdiction in the cities of Ifrael, Which were then ſub 
ject to the Aſſyrians. By ſome means he had o 
tained permiſſion for this p e, that he might extend 
his uſefulneſs the farther. ' rs 2 cow- 
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ache, ot floth;which prompts us to alt, ſhow far we 


are obliged to ga, and makes us utterly indifferent 
n en, wr iy are not expre — 
C 
| nei e 1 any 
ereatures whom e 
7 ——— recover to GO ?; 
"© Whil@heburie the bones ofthe idolxtroys pricſts 
| S he-fulfilled.chedivins 
in which he himfelf was deſcribed by name, 
EE eine (puntionltr office hd boar; lighe! 
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is os wes _— . — be frown 
knowledge of God who ſeen through age wo: ray 
L . choſe which; ere p 48 Ae * 
. 'Qerefore, e mot linble to mi 7 
3 a Ou are | «Known 
2 his {is ke rom th begining oft 
2” 6461121 wotkt „ 2191.07 GP | 
e. was ſoheitoue, not merely to correct irregu- 
ties, hut to eſtabliſh real godlineſs in the nation. 
Boas have-buheld, with much diftreſs, the neglect 
| and therefore le com- 
Ake proper officers to repair the building for 
which urge contributions utions' bad been collected, In 
reſtore the dſervices in chat ſacred place. B;̃ 
A. concern for the obſervance of public 
ever be the fru of 4 en dof a 
ſtrong . to che intereſts of religion. F 
5 ee 97 op divine mba * 
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world What wants and praiſe do wn ole to God 
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Lord with gladneſs, enter into his gates wien Ba 
givi lr cours wt Fl be ag | 
unto: im, and bleſs his name!“ e mY 
During the repairs of the temple, Hilkiah che high- 
ptieſt found the book of the to (prota he ori 
depoſited in the ark ders) md fo mach 
had the word of God — eRed, fo ſcarce were the 
—_—_— it, that the Now and even the mi- 
ni of religion nacquainted with its con 
tents. When it it — 3 to Joſiah, and read 
before him, he diſcoyered emotions of great 
for then he perceived, more than he had done, 
very far the whole nation had departed from Gol, ah 
to what tremendous denunciations of wrath hy Ws 
expoſed; Under this impreſſion. he ſent to enquire of 
the Lord, whether it were poſſible in any way to avert 
the threatened ** The divine —— 4 
Huldah the prophetefs, declared, that deſtru | 
be p N. pon Jeruſalem and its inhabitants without 
remedy, for F their long continued provocations; but 


that 2 o had ſhewn ſuch tenderneſs 
2 and Bundncud before God, . | 


mercifull rea from the evil to come, 
This is an inſtructive narration in all its cir 
ſtances. It will teach us to value the word of Ge 
and to be tharikful for the i 
the pooreſt amongſt us enjoy of hearm 
for ee, e times are bad i 
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ible is put away. or forgotten. An i of re. 
ligious principles will ever be oP to the preva- 
lence of iniquity; for if the ſolemn menaces of God 
againſt it are not known, chere is no effectual barrier 
toreſtrain'men from it. Yet, numerous as the copies 
ol che ſacred ſcriptures are "any N we fear that 
many receive no advantage from The book .of : 
© Revelation is ſtudiouſſy kept out of ſight, or thrown 
aſide as troubleſome ot uſeleſs furniture; and in ſome 
families it ſeems to be no more ene than it 
was in the da of Joſiah. 85 "4 
Others, who have acquainted 1 wich ie 
main ſubjects of it, evidently. diſregard its moſt awful 
declarations. Are there — thoſe, who laugh at the 
very mention of thoſe torments, which are prepared 
for the ungodly?” Ah! where is that tenderneſs of 
heart, which appeared in Joſiah? Come, and learn 
from him, to attend to the threatenings of God with 
real ſeriouſneſs. of mind, to weep and to pray, when you 
hear to what puniſhment you are liable. Surely your 
contempt of the curſes manifeſts an utter diſbelief of 
the whole. Were I un perſuaded; that God 
ele A He vs d not but be deepl 
d cry 8 as the king of udah, 
: E Eng l Lord for me; for great 1s, the wrath 
of the Lord tha is kindled againſt us. Such an en- 
> perhaps, never entered your thoughts: you 
A not aſter the way of Salvation, enge feel 
no apprehenſions of danger: a plain prook, the 
word of God A. you for a fable. 
Do you aſk, To what purpoſe ſhould we thus knw- 
dle outfelves ? Let Jau 7 7 anſwer : you will 
obtain peace and ſecurity. If you mourn with real 
contrition, you will be ay 25 the Redeemer ; 
"and then, whatever may of others, you 
mall not come into condemnation, Hear the declar- 
ation of Jehovah, „Lo this man will I look, —_ 
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ſelf; but the ſimple paſs on and are puniſhed. — 
No ſooner did Joſiah perceive the importance of 
* of God, than: he deſired to acquaint his ſubj 
vich it. He ſummoned Ae en e 
miniſters both of church and ſtate, and all the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, and went with them in ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion to the temple ; nor was he aſhamed to appear 
28 4 preacher before them. f? He read in their ears. 
thoſe awful denunciations of the divine law, which had 
made ſo ſtrong an im 2 on his oum heart. There 
alſo he bound himſelf by an exprefs covenant to ſerve 
the Lord. with a ſt and unreſer ved obedience,” 
and required the whole congregation to enter into the 
ſame engagement. The greater part, we fear, yielded 


an hypocritical compliance, yet much good, 2 
was effected; nor was there any open or 
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ture from the Lord, during the ſequel of this reign. AST 
Fa is of as much importance now, as; it was in the 
of Joſiah, that the people be called together to be 
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te E dedicate themſelves to Him, and ſeat their vows be- 
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If you love God or your fellow creatures, 

rejoice, when the glad tidings oſ ſalvation are 
carried from one place to another, — ſinners are | 

make «the word of reconciliation. But do you la- 

boar to promote this purpoſe iel ce e d by 32 
inſluence and It von wiſh others to 
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ſoldiers. and fervants unto your life's end! You will 
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22 « befellow helpers to the truth.” Tou will 

up religion in own habitations, endeavour to 
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ſpect, 
* , others by his zeal and 


it. It was remarked; alſo, pious anceſtor, He- 
„Dekiahg that / thete was none like him for the firrtiniefs 
bb his truſt and conſidemee in God. The moſt eminent 
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mite defolation,/ They complied with his regulations; 
nude ſervice of Jehova continued to be maintained 

in — 8 the generality of his ſubjects prac- 
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diſſimulation in their 


the threatened deſtruction came 
to Babylon. 


and conform to the external rites of 


you * turn unto che Lord fei * 


fair appearances, 
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etage, till they are puſhed v3} the b e for 
their contempt 4 abuſe 

If we — 2 Joſiah's vl e we ſhould be 
warned from it, to watch over our conduct and the 
tempers of our minds. we be eſtabliſhed in 
grace, yet, if at any time we be remiſs and negligent; 
we may be cut down in a way, which will be highly 


diſhonourable to our grofeſlion. « Therefore, be e 


alſo ready: be ding.the work of the Lord, that when 
He ſhall call, you. may not be ſurpriſed or terrified, but 
cheerfully Kring the ſummons ; and, by the ſtrength and 
ardour of 
ns and comfort your ſurviving frie | 
ut if you ö living in an habitual argue God 
and his es, in what manner can you meet your 
diſſolution? Place the awful ſcene before you: imagine 


the time of your departure at hand: are you not cn 


founded? What is your ſupport? Can you look at 


death with compoſure and confidence, and fay, „I am 
perſuaded, that it ſhall not be able to feparate me 7 2 | 
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lite. While we beleid, che Lord, wich à ps 
care, & zejoicing over them to —_—— not 
witbſtanding their pervesſe and rebellious | ſpirit, we 
are convinced, that . Ne js gracious, lo to 
and plenteous in: mercy.” But the terrory of his juſti 
ales eee eee 110 
various — ug been uſed in vain to humble 

them, were given; up MR 

utter deſtruction. We. learn, 
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_ againſt his people, till there was no remedy.””* Thoſe 
- holy men were raiſed. up in ſucceſſion from age to age, 
K-54 
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were ſtoned, they were ſawn alunder, 
yereJaid withthefvord;” +; 

It were eaſy to. produce particular inſtances: let the 
example of — ſerve as a ſpecimen of the reſt. 
This was a character of iar eminence; and. a 
larger account of him, than of the others, is left us in 
the book Which- bears his name, and which was doubt- 
leſs compoſed by himſelf. We ſhall advert to ſome of 
the moſt remarkable circumſtances of bis life arid 
preaching ;- and though a narrower inſpection into his 
"writings would more clearly ſhew, that in him « the 
R of aur Lord was exceeding abundant,” our ſhort 

| will erchibit him as a pattern of miniſterial fide- 
lity, courage; and aſſiduity, fweetly tempered with pa- 
tience, meekneſs, and love. Such advocates: for the 
truth of God are among the beſt bleſlin Which He 
can beſtow on any but the re of them 
is decided proof of a rooted 3 Him, and 
will draw down his heavieſt" May we fear 
for ourfelves, and know the day of our viſſtztion, that 
me Goſpel, Which WEL nephew us as. e 
ol life unto lie“ ? 


Jeremiah mas inveſted with the prophetic 
r ce at an r to have 
4 been fanctiſted ordained to it before his 
virth.f He continued: in the faithful execution of his 


d the reigns of the five laſt kings of Judah, 
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Ver che work of -reffiraation 
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ue endured much bitterneſs of oppplnian- He 
was raiſed up as an aſſfiſtant to the pi ſinh in the 
arduous 1 hong rolex Salled 


to 8 afge;” when chr monarch began td 
urge m f its Idolatries. No man taketh 
ſe % ſome of the: maſt. eminent 


however, were over- ruled F 
of God himſelf, who eng to qualify him 
office, to ſupport and protect him in it. N 


viſion the olations, which were to be brought upon 


Judea by the Chaldeans ; and he was required to warn 


the princes and the * that their abandoned 
2 uct had provoked the Lord to deſtroy them. Sueh a 
ellagetouldnve bat booſt offenſive to.therd: accord- 

ing FONT was told that their utmoſt rage would be ex- 
againſt him; and yet, bonds and afflic- 

tions awaited him, that he ſhould be reſcued from all 
their furious aſſaults. Doubtleſs; the proſpect 
ſufferings occaſioned many painful feelings; but the 
ſtrongeſt courage and confidenee became Him, to hm 


thee, but they ſhall not prevail againſt thee; for I am 
with thee, ſaĩth the Lord, to deliver the.“ 


Immediately, he ſtood forch as a preacher ofrighteouſ- 
neſs, and ſeconded the king's for the reſtora- 
tion of true religion, by the moſt addreiles to 


his.c ntryme the evil and the danger of their 


ways. that inſtante he had the civil authority on 
his fide,” which added weigkt to-his:exhortations, or as 


leaſt ſecured him from ĩnſuſto. Indeed, from the united 


efforts bf fuel 2 ptincł and fuch a prophet we ſhould 


have formed the moſt pleaſing reformation Na of ſucceſs, 


anced very W 
and 


of his - 


that \ promiſe Was given, “ They ſhall fight againſt 


WEEE 


3+ 0 1 of 


o f, bs - 
; : 'T 15 
Pg 


”— * * 1 - 
: tie, 
Fr. 34. 
+4 - 


ata 403 Vo i 356% 


» 
* 


CHARACTERS. 
his caulc 


"Qu, than Shoe 44 go 


ſame 
prophet r 


For 


Din 1) ron 


SCRIPTURE 


Þ 


not che 
he 
1 


to 


KA 
* 
* my 


r ark. 37 


_ tw Vet it ſhould ſeem that he felt hank 
coura ment from the late attempts upon his life, ant 
com to God with an appearance of impatience.” 


But e work, and bidden pre- 
e for ſeverer trials. * 
He went on, therefore, in the execution of Ks of: 
__ the whole. counſel of God, and oy aya- 
iety of ſignificant actions as well as alarming 
ned the nation of their W But aft 
a time his conflict was fo ſharp, emo the bitterneſs 
and rage of that abandoned people, that his faith failed 
him, and he betrayed a peeviſhneſs of ſpirit in murmur- 
ing at his : es fo bard» palt'+ We do not 
vindicate all his expreffions, for we allow that much 
imperfection remains in the beſt characters. "Jeremiah 
was ſanctified from the womb ; yet he felt the depra- 
vity of a fallen nature, For ſurely it was no other 
than. unbelief and a petulant diſcontent, which led him 
to complain of the Hculties of his work. Alas I how 
we are to find fault, when we meet not with the 
Bere which we expected! Do ur trials evince 
the weakneſs of our religious principles ? 25 
The Lord had compaſſion on his ſervant, and, while 8 
He required him to return to the faithful diſcharge of his | 
2 r the former promiſes of ſupport and pro- | 
ir inemie, 0 s ox proved by our pers 
8 ties, and is not neon our e- 
neſs utterly to 1 250 * 182 i 
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neflagh, as If it were the beer of his bwn bar 
and Seed bow they might aſperſe his character, 
and even take away his life. e Palbür, « rieſt and a 


principal miniſter in the temple, proceeded with much 


ay _ rage to: beat and. imprifon Mg On the very next 


day, indeed, Jeremiah was releaſed; and then, by en. 


- prebs revelation froca the Lord, he predicted che cap- 


dvi ws" and miſerable death, which Hated his furious 
cutor. . But Tuch a general and bitter op 
| 5 5 diſheartened him, and ſtirred up fome v 
tempers within him. He relates, with a beatiful 1 
plicity, the painful conflict which he ſuffered, the fears 
and diſcouragement he felt, and the hard thoughts he 
had entertained concerning God, though at times the 
confidence of his faith was unſbaken. 
We mourn for the Weakneſs of the man of God; 
but we know how to account for it. He is not charge- 
| able with any open * or diſhonourable con- 


duct in the execution of his office; but ſo ſtrong were 


his ſecret corruptions, that he found it extreme y dif- 
ficult to perſevere in it. We admire the humility and 
r with which he has deſcribed the very 
emotions of his own mind. Alas! who among 
the faints of God, in circumſtances of violent temp- 
6 has not experienced the ſame? Do they not 
all confeſs, „The evil, which we would not, that we 
do?” Even while their- outward deportment before 
men is unexceptionable, they frequently diſcover the 
moſt deteftable thoughts and principles working within 
them, which almoſt overwhelm them with diſtreſs, and 
deter them 237 6 proaching to God, At thoſe-ſea- 
ſons, however, the Lord is gracious in preventi 4x 
inward depravity\ from breaking forth into ſuch 
would give great occaſion to their enemies to dul. 
pheme.“ © them renew their application for par- 
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prieſts and prophets, and ed as A 

before-th> tribunal of the p ET” 
daunted, maintaining that he bake only the words ol 
God, aud warning his very judges to take heed! to 
themſelves. Nor was his meekneſs leſa conſpic 
than his courage. As for me, faid he, & behold, 
am in your en with me, as ſeemeth good 
{Phe elders dee to 9 

his cauſe againſt his 
chiefly indeed — the influence of one 2 
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their bondage. He ee e ou N 


wh iverance; for he aſſured them the 
Lord, that they muſt coritinue'ſeventy years in that ſtate 
— 
peace we of where 
and to wait in . for the comple- 
tion of the divine promiſes. 
He remained at Jeruſalem, and had the fame painful 
tall to perform as before. For, during the whole reign 
of Zedekiah,” he was called e we fe prop - 


doned and infatuated king, with the falſe ts alſd; 
wich che prieſts, and the nobles: nor CL for 
any other 'recompence than . r,; and 


death, But he pleaded the ee of God, aud ih der 
dience to Him heſitated not to endute all thin 


Zedekiah was placed in the government o by 
| Nebucadriezzar, and © Fro deen aleianc ance to 
him, + T's this oath Je im rictiy to 


co in ition to all thoſe lying teachers, WH 
88 
row of ſubj T ' 
therefore, were 2 againſt . 
hovah; but he he contmued, notwithſtanding all teir 
contempt and violence, to declare the will of Heaven: 
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Still Zedekiab Rſtened to his 
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Then iadeed, the king in his diſtreſs felt and teſti- 
F fied a li n reſpect for the prophet: he ſent to in- 
dies dy wr on: — . — I how. 
| wany wi Son reject 
. |- | their advice} 9 not go beyond the the Word. 
b of the fn and therefore, wide | 8 2 * 
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Free — Sele the utmoſt inſt him: for 
dug nens a dit and ſeditious 


| Dd we commiſerate' his 8 confinement? 
| 7 — there he oo the comforts of the wang 5 
fence, and receiv communications from 
pen t Asa ae full confidence, that deen 
would be reſtored to thei ed. | 
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ement, ſecurity, and ineſs, unknown 
_ before Such a forekght Ae Ne times of the 11 
Goſpal would, doubtleſs, fill the mind of the prophet du; 


N, joy and peace in belieying · EF 10 
A ſhort reſpite was granted to — for: the Ie 
s withdrew their forces to attack the E Re: 
Tho In that interval Jeremiah was releaſed, 25 


when he perceived that be * e abl 
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courage as before.? He maintained that Ne- 
bucadnerzadr would certainly return, renew' the ſiege, 
and deſtroy the city.” Dran ue firſt affault, a refor 
mation, in one inſtance, had taken place among them. 
By the command of Zedekiah, the flaves had been li- 
berated from their oppreſſive ſervice, and their free- 
dom confirmed to them by all the formalities of a ſo- 
lemn covenant before God. 1 But when the Chal- 
deans retired, the holy covenant was 
lated, and the flaves reduced to their former fi 
eremiah, therefore, in God's wp the 
baſe treachery, and declared — for this, in addition 
to their other enormities, accumulated miſeries were 
eoming upon them, and that an eſeape would be im- 
flible. "His plain dealing, ins 14 provoked. their 
indignation; and an opportunity ſoon CO PIN 
_— their malevolence hem”? out THR 
the ceſſation of hoſtilities,' whilſt: he was 
to be at large, he attempted to depart from 
_ and toſeek a retreat in the country. Per- 
ps he was wearied out with that long, and as it ſhould 
ſeem fruitleſs, ſtruggle, he had maintained againſt an 
W and, coed the many diſtraftions 
likely to enſue, he might wiſh for ſolitude and; eaſe; 
* his ſcheme failed: for he was inſtantiy ſeized by) 
„under a charge of deſerting to the enemy, and 
er being 8 beaten, was thruſt into a 
dungeon, where he continued ne. * 
treme danger of his liſe. | 
_Atiength his ſufferings were mie Zedebiab ö 
retained 2 reverence for him, and took him from his 
cell to conſult him. He received from him no favour- 
able anſwer, and yet he ſo far attended to his earneſt 
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| | e reward: 
133 f e would pr . 58 

. Peg red bis +: 

| The priſoner was admitted to another conference vit 

Zedekiah, nor was he backward to repeat his faithful 

admonitions. But the Ee continued 


aum arm of ee, was firetched out for 2 of bis 


Even Nebuchadnezzar, the conque 
| re ga e expreſs directions, that a cr regard 
be ſhewn to Jeremiah, and full Tderty allowed 
_ him to chooſe his abode, | 
{ | $10 SOL both p-dobet of ubchildcls, os will ns: in 
| attachment to his country, he fixed his reſiden 
| | In aa io people who were left in the land. But his pi- 
did not ſucceed with them. They hey pro 
fed to reverence him, intreated his prayers, ſo+ 
lemnly promiſed obedience- to his 2 Vet, when 


| he charged them to continue in Judea, aſſuring them 


egg Ke 1. 1—58. 11 & ulij. 2, & 
HCH <* R r that a4) 


= S395 2522 ann prRSgneS Sas S > amp 


mat Gad would preſper and bleſs them 


2222 ͤ — 8 
contempt of God and che — they. retreated ta 


Epos, and wiſe he Ei reprond & 
e wing an warming 
them, foret alſo the ng ruin of that very 


had 


nation, to they for Ah h hat 
diſtreſs and horner muſt have Filled his mind, While he 
uns witneſs to their increaſing obduracy. and proſligacy 
of manners l He could not be ſilent; yet no man re- 
garded: andiit is probable, that n 
tyr, and ſealed his pabphocics. and. doctrines with his 


How honourable was the character of -the „ 
1 in the midſt of all tie i and violence 
wich he ſuffered! How much -1 ion may we de- 
rive from the reuiew of his conduct, and the various 
occurrence of his life! In whatever ſtation we are 
place wo learn from him to conſult the will of God, 
'to- adhere to His commands, in oppo- 
1805 to the whole world, and in contempt of bur own 
n6comveniences and comfort. Our faith is con- 
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He will never leave us nor forſake us. 
we are fixed in a private and retired department, the 
incidents we have met with may not r 


of God; and to betieve;: that in a ſtrict attention to ul 
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gracious Providence has protected and 2 
and we alto may/look back: with wonder and gratitude 
on the way; by which the Lord has led; us, Has He 
not raiſed up friends for us, where we: leaſt expatied 
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| ſuddenly removed from us thoſe heavy calamities andet 
_ which — ready to ſink 7 is faithful that 
ſed. Let us not be baek ward to ſerve Him, not 
irink from the poſt, which He has alügned us, what- 
_ ever difficultics' or petils may await us in it. Let us 
Tone in his dare, and rejoſce in his love. He will 
- tiifalliyly perform the engagement ementa of his — 
arid 6 perfect that which cConcerneth uss? 
e the ee dee . dne; admiti aß a nent 
—— — for the inſtruction and eneouragemient of 
deſire © to obey God rather than men. But 
it demands a more particular attention from thoſe, who 
| * in holy things,” and uo, like the prophets of 
| | pear in the public and important character of 
2 for Gd Their commiſſion, indeed, 
differs from” Jeremiah's: but there are many points of 
= reſemblance, which may furniſn them bay eo 
4 hints, —.— io . | Me | 
| out'his upon e rs 8 — | 
ind end them _ meaſure of the ſame wiſdom, 
fidelity, patiende, and e Which his 
— ſervants poſſeſſed! ' - + 
— lt tw ne Gu: 
— —— contemplate the life of Jeremiah with pe⸗ 
Like him, you are required to declare 
5 — © enſive truths, to reprove a ſinſul generation, 
arid foretel the wrath aof "Gods: which cometh upon 
be 5 
. ver" e t fear or ity, . 
5 back nothing which God has enjoined. V our hear 
—.— pt you to « ſpeak unto them ſmooth things, 
be ſilent on ſuch ſubjects as excite their diſguſſ, 
But would you corrupt the word of God, in order to 
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ſuit their vitiated taſte? If you thus pleaſed men, you by 
would not be the ſervants of Chriſt,* Vour difficul- eve 
ties may * if you have 9 
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the alk RR i hey. may be dipoted * 
| 5 i ore? * t gen 425 an AB to them. 
ay ay them all 193 deference, do not 
RO 1 yy on ſhall be given, to & KA rove, re- 
| puke, exhort, Wich all ] [rt octrine, 
betray not the caule 8 ws to N their fa- | 
your, or to ſecute your own Intereſt and reputation. 
0 It. may | Vkewile . 888 that in the diſc harge of your | 
office you Muy ay: ed; and 112 8 ſolemn de- 
* mer ep a d ridiclel by fal alſe, though faſtlion- 


a, 55 . 55 ch was Jeremiah's $. trial; O learn . 
to cont their errors. with firinneſs. and - 
eme and. to perſevere in maintaining the. truth, 
full confidence that God himſelf wil, vindicato | 
the honour of bis Goſpel, 
Vou will think yourſelves bound to donate. 6 * 
2 of the Lord“ againſt impenitent offenders; but 
you l. alſo ſpeak in Wards of Son, 
fear ; 22 the — of God will have their pro- 
Ech place and proportion in your preaching. 
itings will in vo youto encourag ge returning. — 97 
by affurances of complete forgiveneſs, *and to exhibi 
the power andthe grace of the great Redeemer, a8 T 
D OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. . You will nid wot | 
with deli e his deſcriptions of the-glory, amplitude, 
and bl eſs of the kingdom of Jeſus, t and earneſtly. 
ES people of charge. vo, boy Ea 
feigned ſub) 1 70 to this Prince K Pers, You. per- 
eeive len in his darkeſt hours, rejoicing in 
ſpiritual and [exalted Arne e which are ſecured 
the divine Covenant: nor will you fail to exhort every 
trembling penitent to take hold-of this Covenant, wal 
; . the uncharigeable Jehovah, as engaging 
dy his promiſe and his oath to, beſtow both preſent 
ev flyation on All them that believe. 
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1 . 
And cruel treatment, which i SD - The 
hand of violence may be. reſtrained, but the Wes 

and ma 


Handler will vent its poiſon againſt you. Falſe . 
eius reports. may render your. characters i ; 
| ſeem to obſtru9! the uſefulneſs of Jour minilly 
In ſuch circumſtances, you will have eſpecial. need to 
againſt all improper affections; and the example 
each you to ſuffer long and be E 
| Fotbearance, meekneſs, and love, even toward your 
bittereſt perfecutors, will beſt prove the. exeellence of 
your principles, as well as your own ſincerity. You 
muſt < not render-evil for evil, or railing for railing; 
but contrariwiſe bleBng knowing that ye are there. 
unto cle, ace ſhanld inherit a bleffing,”*—* The 
Tervarit of the Lord mult not ſtrive ; but be gentle unty 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructi 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; if God. peradventure wi 

give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
Is it objected, that the holy. prophet himſelf betraye 

A petulant, and angry ſpirit, . and uttered ſome tremen- 

_ Yous  imprecations . againſt his adverſaries? $ No 
merely human character can be propaſed for our imi- 
tation in every inſtance. The imperfections of the 
 ints, however, warn us to be circumſpect. But the 

. caſe and office of Jeremiah were extraordinary: as f 
prophet, he might ſpeak many things, which would be 

- unſuitable to o Perhaps, thoſe. paſſages, which 

Have the appearance of curſes, were no other than pre- 
Actions of evil, or they expreſſed; only his approbatioh 
of the judgments, mach God had revealed” to hi 
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# I Pet. iii. 9. + 2 Tim. ii-24, 25. I Jer. xvii, 18 . xyjil,, 21—2 
8 8 See the Character of David, Page 164. 


8 


— 


PER E MI A H. 
1. in nat be ſaid,” ſurely, as eee 
roſe and: revengeful ; far the: yrhals/ tabek of Lidlife 
would cantradicbit. Did he not fabour 
mon ere for the good of thoſe, who hated him ? 
Did he not iſcover the moſt -gompatfionate diſtreſs, on 
account mow "hol, who wore fcki his heart in 
ferv ww ow <6 
1 tl 3 
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75 Are you tempted to.oourt'the applauſe-of raen at the 
5 expence of eb f 4 to. ve flattering titles, and 
pe Khaye-men's perſons in becauſe of advant- 

age?” This would be a' mean, deteſtable conduct. 
er, rejoice 4 if ye be reprosched for the name 


; of Chriſt. „r, would you conſult your eaſe, and 
I live entirely to yourſelves, re of the ſolemn ob- 
"SN ligations' of your. 'ofice ? How widely, then, do you 
he differ from the prophet l And how much more honours 
| able was he, in of ſtripes and impriſonment, 
ny than thoſe flexible and compliant teachers among our- 
une Ares, who.*are of the world,” and-who appear he 
"WW foremoſt VVV 


the —_ ! 
proſpe& of difficulties terrify you? per- 
5 arg magni your ng your dangers, of forget the 9 
to ſupport 
8 3 you of che „is interpoſitions in To 


be wrought: for you? The Lord, whom yon ſerve, 
5 raiſe 1 ie 6 you, even among your ene- 


mies; may reſtrain the men of violence, and co 

their purpoſes againſt you. He will himſelf viſit you, 
when moſt inſulted and oppreſſed ; and not bably, 
He may induce contemptuous ſinners to tere you, 
5 make ſupplication unto you.” It is not un- 


baſladors of Chriſt to be reſcued and preſerved, beyond 


Jer. iv. 19. Ville 21. X. 1. ills 17. xiv. 7, &c. 
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at leaſt, in the preſent day, for the faithful am- 


l - theie © 


with uncom<- . * 


S 


_ * e 


4 — ——_——— 


. 


800 SCRIPTURE! CHARACTERS: 


| © their hopes: nor are we at a loſs to account for [this 
. wwhile We hear their gracious Maſter aſſuring them, 
1 To Wannen af the 
Does e e farnch 8 age 7 We 
+4 | HI e 100 haſte you reſolve pou? Vi 
. nent, whi producęs no viſible good. But 
if you r the authority of God, or love your fellow 
creatures, the word of God will be ein your heart as 
a burning fire ſhut up up in your bones, and you will be 
Eras rot gee In obedience to God, and 
fer expectation of His blefling, you muſt con- 
your labours, and leave the event to Him. Lit. 

=y e ſeemed to be derived from-the inceſſant 

| exertions.of Jeremiah. Yet he was eatly honoured, 
and his reward was with: his G. be animated to 
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| in ſuch adervice, e will TE to Tour 
| ſelves. Tas ae. 


ü ing 
ou the victory; and you ſhall eee ou 
on Se to. righteouſneſs - . as the brightneſs 
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242 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
But we ſhall confine our attention to thoſe circum- 
ſtances of his life, which are recorded in the ſeri _ 

© Hers evidently weinenfor.our-atmonirion... 
4 preſumptuous offender, and ſeems, in — 
4 e date Home ll dere e conteſt with 
111 God: 2 af he was OveEFcomie 


imonies we have, 
2 @ God refifteth the proud,” and that. * whoſoever 
| Exalteth himſelf ſhall be baſed * 


 Nebuctbdn been' deledrated as 
e one of the mo Mats, — and as 
tee brave, and ſucceſsful warrior. 
py throne of Babylon at an early age; and 
to the extenſive dominions, which he inherited from 


his father, he made a large ito his own 
exploits ; inſomuch that the Ald of of then 
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| their ſinful . and pafff ons ſo as to render them 4 
fſublervient to his ! may imagine; that WW 
. —4.— 4 
and they do not act by-con- Ml |! 

| they are afterwards 

Kiens, by which" they were 2 

n, even in fulfilling the divine will. op 5 
rs and murderers of Chriſt did that, whith® * 

4 and: counſe} of the Lord determined Before wo be 7 

done, and yet the were chargeable with the tnoſt hei- . 


nous guilt. 7 Thus it is, as David inſtructs us, that 
the wicked are the ſword of Jehova zt and when He 
gives it a'commiſſion; no wonder if it devour and lay b 
waſte, We ſhould; therefore,” no man thegreat- F 
neſs, to which he is exalted: for this is not a mark of 2 
any moral excellence'in dim; er of we favour of He- 
ven toward him. He muy bel intended by Providerice 
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Ne — "alſo, 46 | 
forth and ſtrengthen the corruptions of the heart. We WH . 
are not ſurpriſed;/ then, that Nebuthadnezzar,- who 


d riſen: to nch an elevation beyond bis Portes and 
brought almoſt the whole known world 
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e e /h Jer. e. 812. il. 6. in- 10. 
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. cre es and oppreſſion, when he reduced. 9 — 
= om he made eunuchs, that they mi vhit ſerve'h 
52 ſon, of ſuch, a character a divine revelation was'youct 


_ fafed in the viſions af the night, 8 the eftab- 
liſbment of the kingdom of 
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into ſukiection to] himſelf, was of an infamous cha. 
racter, proud, cruel, and oppreſſive, an obſtinate per- 
ſecutor of the church, and ſo enormous a ſinner, as 
ebſtinatcly.to contend againſt Jetiovah bimftif. There 
were Inſtances, in which he ye a . N (to 
the faithful ſervants of God: "when, rufatem was 


deſolated he ſhewed favour to Jeremi Danief 


he preferred to be his prime miniſter of Nate | Baby- 

1 — Byt his Kindneſs in theſe caſes is to be aſcribed to 
8 influence. of Gad, rather than to any 

"= of diſs diſpoſition in him. He muſt have had 


. of being inſtructed in 5 true religion b 


he prode-and thy pop of the Lord,; whom he had: 
to. captivity Lapin. there were ſeaſons,” when 


yet he continued e greateſt part bf his long rei 


anos of forty. three geen to deſpiſe and ohh 
more and more. 
Not ſatisfied. with. Plundering and deſtro 5 the 


in 
* ſeemed to feel oc ſerious and DE | 


a houſe of God at Jeruſalem, he took, away the h 
bels, as it were in triumph, to Babylon, and: pl placed 
them in the temples. of his idols. It is 5 chat 

many blaſphemous ſpeeches were uttere 
caſion, and that the Pagan Deities were ræpteſented as 


on chat G- 
ovetcoming. the God of e Wa merition not dis 
e vile indignities put upon the royal offs rix 


own palace. Rut we are amazed, that to 4 


2 | u. 4 
the other great empires of wo 71 He indetd 


; neither underſtood the meaning, nor ſo much às re- 
collected the dream; and in the madnels of his. rage he 
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impreſſions "utterly ,effaced 1 Mary profeſs a 
5 h_efteem for the miſery of Mom yet never 
really comply with their exhortations. may cry 


ut, from a full conviction, „ The Lord, He is the 
Bo. yet perfiſt in a ſtate of rebellion en 


"Nabuckidneztir renmähed an idolater; and ſeerned 

ermined to exceed all others it his fuperſtitions 

os an gbject, of his own contrivarice, for uni. 

: n bably wich s view do difpley Hi 

r e perpetuate his name. He 
2 an immenſe image of Id, u 

ze and magnificence, to { 1 dedication Aa 


255 hi 1 9 — the 2 Mis and officers 1 
. empire, and N them” to 2 
n. — an e ch. What We and 

2 875 was this; eſpecially after his declarations of re- 


5 ts Jehovah, the God of Iſrael! There were found, 
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ever, three faithful men, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
_ Abedpego, who dared to reſiſt the king's command- 
{ ment, and boly hazarded their lives in their artah- 
te the true God. They were arraighed ard ac- 

cuſed before him; and, while he threatened them with 


+ the furnace, be added, in à prefumptuous 
Ne is hat God, who fell deliver yer cn 
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true 4 — 
meant to have deſtroyed. The. wh 
2 | 
and to call the attention of theſe idolatets to Him, Ie. 
ſecured, at leaſt, protection and fupport to the ſpiritual 
lſtnelites in that Pagan country. But ah ! hat a black 
picture does it exhi it of haman wickedneſs in the rr. 
few of Nobuckadnenaar | | 
Was there not, then, an entire change im his temper 
and, vonduet from that period? Far otherwiſe; his 
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anddiſpoſe him to veneratethe Faithful ſervants of G 
dut-they loſt ben undes che Power of bis former wileal 
ſections. Still ( his heart wus liſted up, and his mind 
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ee pride/7s- In that awful flate he e | 


See ee © bro oF is ſins, und turn to 
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- So pointed an —— we- ſhould WO aſt 
_ avs had ſome effect. Did the proud ſinner, then, 
humble himſelf in the duſt, or make ſupplication to his 


nor threatening, will encite one good diſpo- 

om till-God kim work upon the heart. At the 
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de uttered dat nt / atheiſtical «Ig not 

this reat Babylon, that T have built for the houſe of 

the by we r power, and for the 
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Me are ſtruck eee at the very ſound bf the 

Ns worde. What, then do ws e's from the 

character of this Babylonian monarch#\-Do'we not per- 

ceive and confeſs the extreme depruvity of our nature 

Such inſtances of preſumptuous offendets have been 


permitted, in order to ſhew 3 hearts would 


us, and what we alſo are 
All men; indeed, cannot ſim as. —— 
- becauſe the (6416/6 "he" — We 
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* more favourable to the purpoſes of religion. It 
will be well, if we know and improve our dn 
ſingle wink we conemn im r Ares 
"which we condemn _——_ — | 
not or magnifcence. a — | 
| S we are proud and a 
if it conferred a peculiar excellence upon us Are we 
not elated on account of our fortune, houſes, furniture, 
equipage, or: dreſs ? Do we not aſſume great merit t 
ourſelues, and demand ref 3 
our pedigree, our bodily 2th, or mental | 
for our knowledge, or, hat is fil more prepo | 
for our piety? We do not, as we gught, make God 
our all; we An not aſcribe all 1 or uſe all for 
Him: and as far as we ſet up ourſelves, we take his 
place, and rob Him of his Yeu ; 11636 E633 — 
How. long have we refuſed to eee bes. 
fore Jehovah : Have we not, like Nebuchadnezzar, 
reſiſtedconvictions; and determined to pleaſe ourſel ves 
vrhate ver the conſequence be? Then we are 
accumulating a ſad Pad of rare and what will the 
end be? Ne if not final deſtruction 
tovarſelves? For « eee will be enn 
alted in judgment.“ Be afraid then, of ſtrising with 
een cke * c 
ye reconciled to God! mr 30 eien oder bas... - 
Veen bee We admire the divine: forbearance towards 
the tyrant of Babylon, and wonder that fo 
Vo. darin an offender ſhould be ſuffered ta it 
as ine, But the time 2 
| inner was | ſuddenly: Ropped in careet;. 
* before the whole world, as a public en- 
pO ag er of pride. At: die 
moment, when he vaunted himſelf in his 
he heard à voice from heaven, declaring, 
2 ould be depoſed from his kingdom, excluded 
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to live at large, after a ſavage and brutal 
ring the ' whole of the period ſoretold. 
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- "Shall We not fear for ourſelves, and bow before God? 
yay and profpervus” you; may be; to-morrow, toda; 
Lord God, indeed; 50 dc 7s Exectt As 
| des e 8 * | 
nfo rechr e, Wat e refuine wpore 
His patience ; Even though you ſhould be ſuffered "to go | 
down to your grave in yeace,you will not therefore eleape. 
Has He no tertors in reſerve, beyond the preſent life? 
'O Sire, . a more tremendous ſentence, than what Nebu- 
thadnezzar experienced, awaits the impenitent in 
future World. Soon will it be ſaid, « Depart from 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.“ hay 93:49. 431 y $34 ;4 on 
Years tefize But we leave not the Chaldean monarch 
Chit, in his wretched ſtate of exile and ferocity. 
8369 © Behold then, in this inſtance, the'goodnefs as 
"well as the ſeverity of God! After ſeven for io 
it had been foretold; he recovered the fulf exerciſe of 


tis reafon, the poſſeſſion of his government, and af Hs 


former magnificence, But, though tis alteration was 
aſtoniſhing, one ſtill more remarkable took place; tlie 
moral character of the man appeared to be changed. 


Upon the reſtoration df his underſtanding, he man. 
| Feſted very different , diſpoſitions" of mind. He pad 


learned, in a painful manner, the univerſal'and uncon- 
trollable ſoyereignty of Jehovah ; and therefore” he 
bowed before Him with ſtrong marks of humifiation | 
obedience, He bleſſed,” and praifed, and honoured 
moſt High, and confeſſed the deſigh and the Juſtice” 
bis late awful viſitation.” For the conviction of othe 
too, he publiſhed his caſe to the whole world, (the 
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powerful influence had been exerted in 
arne the prowl and rebellious c of his heart 
1 but it ma: Wale. joned, whether the 
. univerſal and abidi At leaſt, we know 
2 haughty ſinner has been ſo iptimidated of 
 ſofte . 4 Tolls as to make public con- 
x == his guilt, and to recommend the religion he 
before perſecuted, who. yet, never became à true 
convert, Let us ſuſpect and try ouffelyes; and while 

pn 3 that it is not enough to reſorm the life from 
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ot thought the genuine fruits of reperitance,. On 9 
this charitable ſuppoſition, we are conſtrained to cr; 
._ out Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire 45 We 2 
"admire and praiſe the riches ol that grace, whit can 1 
Jubdue and pardon ſo obdurate a, finner.. We. adore z 
| 225 condeſcenſion of that, gloriou e who is 7 
the repairer of the breach, and: opened, for is 
Hhaſe-who-haye betn moſt abandoned, a way of accels 4 
to God through his own blood. Let thoſe, who have | 
Teceived, the atonement, Rand forward; as Nebuchad- | 
nezzar,,'to confeſs. their use and Lays others 
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I. im, Who has done ſo great things for them! 

ey can tell, from 4 a. depth of guilt and. miſc 
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which tended to abaſe N prides ned. fo prognen. fn 
them & the obedience of faith. 

But is there no cauſe of terror to the careleſs ? Or, 
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ar 

| die, as they live, in utter hardneſs and impeni- 
M_ of heart; an in all ſuch caſes the Goſpel itſelf 
forbids us to ho I. io pour. th rightf La 1 
Take bold 'of bis 
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WII have ſeen the WR, nation \ 6f FR * re- 
duced to a ſtate. of extreme diſtreſs, a large 
part of them carried captives to a diſtant land, deprived 
| 97 their government and religion, ſubjected to an ido- 

latrous people, and treated with the utmoſt contempt 
2222 8 awful K nog.) 
| important, wiſe, urpoſes were ef- 
fected by it. It was inte wal a ſevere chaſtiſement 
to them for their wickedneſs, and as the means of 


8 them from thoſe — and ces, 
** obtained amo — By cheir di on it wa 
ed to Aut the Gentiles the know- 


bag divine revelation, er took their ſcrip- 
tures with them to remote nations, ) and thus to pre- 
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there called forth to public view; and they an 70 
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them to the infamoos ſituation of eunuchs EG 


the divine denunciation for the iniquity” of fathers) — 1 
thefe men; together wich Daniel, were f 4 |; 
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threatened with, 

Sen which he e be 
| gotten, upon their joining in fervent prayer with 
4 fo aniel, the ſecret. CORY through Daniel's 
97 — they were e e 

x government of Babylon.* 
| | > The 8 in uf their lives is ſhort. only one other 
$ 28 in Which they are concerned, is recorded; 
Jas accompanied with circumſtances ſo remark- 
ig ous and is related. with ſuch a beautiful 
that fe muſt ftrike, the attention of every. 
We indi replete with ſerious and im- 


5 learn from them to 
[oy porn in in n * 210 


2 ny faith 2152 
| molt enraged enemies with compolur 
confidence, deſiring only, that He may | be magnified i in 


us, whether by life. or by death 6 | 

* We 'edo-not — that hes becuna the objedt of 

E ri their high dignity, to 
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je prof of a ſtrange 

plary conduck. The ba- 

them into the 


s and diſtreſ ful ſituation: yet if we take 
(view of their ſpirit and behaviour at that ſeaſon, we \ 
ant So et Leigh. 
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went ingratitude, contert + lod res Leh Kees | 
ens ale was called for, Nr 

ſhould be caſt into the burning hery furnace bY: 

67% do not hear that any c was preferred againſt 


Pay lel on that ' occaſion; yet it cannot be ſuppoſed, 


1525 he . the in junction, or difowned his religion. 
He might ene on buſineſs of che ſtate ; he 
enem 1 afraid to make their firſt attack pom 
him, as he þ nary ſuch Fart 50h power and influc 
Ln arid they might expect the more eaſily: to ac 
um his 01 e ee eee 
his a Deiates. 
The three pious Jews, therefore; ſtood befofe the 
monarch to anſwer for their conduct, which - 
he confidered' as highly inſulting to Himſelf. He con- 
deſcended'fiowever, give them another trial, and yet 
expreſſed his a etermination, that in cafe of theit 
ined difobedience they ſhould feel his ſevereſt 
vengeance, and defied even Gy ne God to 
reſcue them out of his hands. e Bo. 
Do we not allow their HR to hive bend 
difficult? For how many reaſons, beſides 'a regard to 
their own emolument and the love of life; might induce 
wem ta comply with the king's demands? We appre! 
hend, that the 8 worldlings of the preſent 
oſs to 8 r 
their ready ſubmiſſion. It might be pleaded, that he 
finſulneſs of the action enjoined was dubious, as 
were not required to renounce their religion, or to h 
feſs any belief in the idol, but only to bo- nn 7 
an immenſe multitude, which m mig be done with a ſe- - 
cretreſerye of the mind. Or, criminal, it would be 
only a ſingle offence, for which they might 2 and 
de ſorgixen. It might alſo be ſuggeſted, that 4 
captives they were not at their own diſpoſal; and _ 
as they were ſubjected. to the will of. a tyrant, he and 
not they myſt anſwer for the guilt: Beſides, their 


- Gifobedience to the edit might be conſtrued as baſe in- 
gratitude to their benefactor, who had raiſed them to - 
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which Pee to God. Withaut attending to 
ir oven intereſt. or preſervation; without endeaygur- 


_- _ ipg by any ſubtilties to evade or explain away the guilt 


of ſinful conceſſions ; without ſeeking to avert the 
Kir e perſualions, they 
unalterable to hazard every con- 
ny a ſteadfaſt adherence to the worſhip. of Je- 
2 replied, . 0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are 


Te 3 wer thee in this matter. If it be ſa; 
A — we ſerve is able to deliver HERS 


u fiery furnace, and He will deliver us aut af 
— But if not, be it known "my 
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fn their wilogneſs to Eph OR hardſhip for his 


It is nat certain, that th ae 
of God's deſign to reſcue them: they 7. — 
what He could do, and what in re caſes He 

done;; but havi wg Wer 5 


ion, worth ſuffering for, they reſolved, 
An firmneſs, be . i from. it ere 55 | 
might colt them: | e unto e, O king, 
that we will not ſerve worſhip the golden 
ey which thou haſt is 3 
roles 8 82 idee cara N 
endures as ſeeing Him e is inxiſible.“ # | 
pauſe. awhile, and indulge qur meditations 
may be ſuitably affected with the hiſſory. m_ = 
n an irreſiſtible ener „and evince the | 
of being eftabliſhed in re igious principles? 
Thea e A e Babylonian court, we are 
ee He th thoſe, Jp are pn 09k 
2 0 may not up 28 0 
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oe Ex {at 1 45 88 feſtraint. Wh 
e proſpect d ane, frhe' ting ge- 
on! We call upon y N Brin 
| in the nurture and adm Anion of the 
wee ortify. then inſt thoſe affaults, to which 
muſt be expoſed, aid ilar lant in'them ſuch! j- 
TRY th them Gi ant for the truth.. 
example,” we ate. e „ Will e 
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or religion. f, indeed, it be not worth contending 


| it were abſurd to incur reproach 'and oppoſition c 
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of it: but if it be the moſt important toncern, 


28 it doubtleſs d mould be 
8 W - erationm fhould be 


: artdtheed fo ity intereſt; if 


ficed to it. your. eſteem for the 
ofpe!-of Chrift ?*'You know not its value, nor are you 
are eaſily led a away by the 
enticements of an evil world. If . are: afraid or 
aſhamed to maintain the profeſſion and che 1 of 
it, againſt the inſidel and the ſenſualiſt, if vpn 

their ſolicitations, we cannot fo et y that you 
renounce your gf vines wr as that you' have no good 


pfinciples at Perha = 5 are leſs dangerous. 
22 enemies to Chriſtianity ty, _— the Make th 
thoſe who in private pretend wrt pur egard gr it, 
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ce or expedience as if th 
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art, and it would for 
Chucch if he 1 ſpared their blood. But urea. | 
G0 ire honoured by wy ſteadfaſt adherencs 
to bis cauſe, thin by your cowardly deſertion of it. 
What, though you are under obligations to thoſe, Wh 
wiſh-to gain you over to their notions or eee 5 
Endeavour, to convince them, that you are not 
mindful” of their kindneſs, but that you owe more dy. 
God, than to them, Appeal to the reaſon of thoſe, Who 
would ſeJuce you, „ Whether it be right in the fight : 
of God, to hearken unto you more than unto God, : 
jugge 58. Let no confequencys terriſy you, . 
a poverty, or impriſonmentꝭ or even the burn-⸗ 
ing fiery furnace” more to be dreaded, than the frowns- 
and fierce. indignation of a juſt and ↄmnipotent God? 
No: Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do: but fear Him, who: : 
aſter he hath killed, hath pp Wer to a, into hell“ tr 


We migdt bave thought: that old; confeſſon of |; 
theſe diebe "Bey rews, and the r ee to 2 for 
the honour. © f Jehovan, would have changed King's 


word, and reminded him offhis former. wars 1 


But” vas the more exaſgeratcd ; ; and the Lord permit- 2 


ted hi pride and rage to break forth with the utmoſt * 
kg W e to ſhe how Te contempesr{ 
10us adyerſaty” r. 17 2 wv pe his wn 
Lee power 'which wrough an Ce 
his oppreſſed A Grvants.. W I Nebus E there — 
fore,” was tranſported to an inconceivable degree of 
7 yp furnace was 1. . 5 times more 
u theſe holy men preſery x compoſure, 
nor onck hk Fo tel ren, The flames, 
which were 19 fler e as in wtly to Au. 
ecuticnert, bad o ertor Ihe: q > The yielded their 
bodies in | ence tow-æd 


God,” went down foe how he moat of the fire, 


A. is. 296. + Iu. 47 3+; a 1 Tias 47. 
You I. 8 | 1 


uh 
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6 radi Tb nner d | 


A glotious company, In different of theathurch, 
© thavetol} land yew rn 4h nor N 3 On Wh 2 
ſttonger confirmation" its 1 alid im 


the patienee, coutaye,' And exllltatio cott daf # ge ho 
= die int ts defence. Tue force of this 
argument has been felt; and therefere c the blood of 
the martyrs” has been called '*thefeel of the Church,” 
from which a large inereaſe has been produced. To. 
men of - world] dien, Indeed, thoſe, Wh ſuffer, for 
8 righteouſneſs ſa & appear to act moſt /abfurd!y,” And 
ſorthey do," if this life be al. But if ese de heaven 
and a hel their wiſdom will [oon be anifeſt, and and 
their bittereſt perſecutors Will be conſtrained to admire 
their conduct, and to ſay, „We fools accounted their 
life madneſs; and their end to be without” fionour : 
How are they $i mh amon g. the children of God, 


and theisJotlce rambo s the e ante rw 

Pele fiery fo e may ſeem itetrible: pre ter- f 
71 it 18 to thoſe, who have no "God" to fup- - 
port them in it- Are you not afraid, way of Ste 
.devouring ' fire,” "of « everlaſting burnin of | 
5 the exc 7 1 and brit he! 7 75 | 

N e no ou note en e How 

— and 9 4 bd 77 105 K 2 6 1 5 4 
| and ot à ſeaſon | 
muſt lie in 1 pair f 5 1 * : 

It is nor prob n teavy.. 

_ calamity by i Faithfin Se Cui, W 255 are 

not times of violent perſecution; "But * your. ſineerity 

225 
er incopy Yenience' ou 
e detam 00 1 55 17 s 
Weuld have fibbd. 2 
endured l hve doch he "7 fe of 155 1 
diſeipie of Ohtiſt, ay and taking ＋ 
eee 2 re «to Ste 8 den va 
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J from yes fy oe « follow: the Laib, 
hon pole » ' the preſent hiſtory ſhould in- 
creaſs: your" beli while you obſerve the 

ious wee, of God for the deliverance of his : 
ire = foray 


Perhaps, it ſhould be nere 40 er teſt de- 
liverance, that they econ not catried 2 phones the 
ſtream of generat corruption, and were ſtrengthened 
to reſiſt the king's mn and to continue 
« faithful unto death. But we ate called to view a 
ſignal exhibition of the divine Providence in their pre- 
ſervation.” The mighty men of Nebuchadnezzar's 
army were conſumed at the entrance of the furnace; 
but the three Jews fell don unhurt, and in the midſt 
of the flames were ſuppo rted oy th, which 
1 1 2 Tf 0 Nu even 2 a 
cir was tinged; no © rl 
upon their fgarments 0. The bands, indeed, by wi 
23 ee were broken, for th walked loin in 
re; and there probably th uch heavenly con- 
ſolations, as they ior Sa Sp bar before. Tel. e 
nipotent Redeemer faygured them wich his own' N 
diate preſence : for a glorious Perſonage con 
them, whoſe form the Son of 604. 
ſubdued the, ſufy of the King: he Be ies, 
t; and inftatitly, calling forth 


e 
his owt: utter aſtoni 
the peffecuted ſaints from their priſon, he reſtortd them | 
to honour, directed the attention of his ſubjects to their 

miraculous preſervation, and enjoined, that none 


tare b e A e the od, who bad done fuch® 


wonderful things Nei 6.1 
We do not Aer that any ſimilar interpoſition 9 0 


be expected or deſired. But this ſtands as an erpihent* 


proof of the faithfulneſs and tender compaſſion. of God” 
to his oppreſſed people in their * eſt diſtreſſes. Ne- 
ver was there a more — © Daltration, err. 
2 of that pr th When thou walkeſt 


„ Heb. K. 34. 
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Or, EIA DPI” "Owns. 49 —— 
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turd the hees thou ks, Aires neither Thall 
| Heme kin alga hes - to us alſo che gra- 
[+ -\zious de 1 n every age 
und nation ee 11 be with 99 
will beer lber fident of this, chen, that He 
_ viltextricate you out of all your difficulties - only ſub- 
mit theime and the means to His ſovereign appoint- 
ment. The: intended belp may be delayed, for the ex · 


c teile of your feith, and, For à brighter. diſplay of the 


ow: ;Veracity, and oy 1 MM; my, od. 


1 
ſuſfer to . He, n no will 


plead, 2 cauſe, and 1 call you. forth to. Om * 
| Nebuchadnezzar. did theſe. pious Hebrews : 
He pena ace you at his own 2 ht hand for evermore. 

Wbat a e Ws > rhe All che 


been offered in e 
ancient. ſain 5 © the ce WAS ttacked, 
| i do that, by which awe gi are 
The language of the world has uniſormiy been, 
e with us: Do as we.do; at our altars; 
5 a nform to N. cuſtoms. You, who {ele . 
525 Chriſt, Nl be prepared to anſwet. L be con 


ene with your . 7 
the 2 


| yanities is kad. 
RT u mu rd ,eve ence, and be 
dee: 2 , war martyrdom elk » let even your 

ies declare, whether it is not a ms; honourable 


part jg ſtand faſt, through a hrm, reliance upon e in 


# Iſa, xiii, 2. t Rey. vũ. Fs 7 +2 Heb. xi. 26. | 
3 - 4 Jefiance 
gguo £4 & — . 


1anſorn: of the return to. Zion! Then, it 
will be fa, See are they, Who came Sar ber « ao 
cribulation?';+/ and. if vou would be numbered. 7 
| th Ji Kloſes; you muſt & chuſe rather 40 duffer 
cia wich ide people of God, than to ae 
J infor aſeaſor”t 7, 
B THe — Gir- 
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Aber of death, chan to deſert . d | 
| had foand him a hard maſter. # 


| Dane ox ape you. have..cheerfully given up all 
| He may reſtore them to. Gi 2 Te did 

to theſe ancient worthies. Be that, however, as it 
may, you ſhall a an W fold in the world to 
come for all that you: ived of. Then 
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pray to God, that « «in * your ſuf ſu ig — here upon 
earth, for the teſtimony of may- ſtead- 
faſtly laok up e e 
ee e 
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nE gr, Almighty Governor of the world is 
75 but the. ne enen us. 


-« Though He be not far from every one of us, and 
we are conſtrained to feel our dependence upon Him 
for every breath we draw, who « enquires, Where 
is God my Maker?” + it becauſe He is inviſible, 
that we dare to neglect, Aſbonour, and . * 
Do we not perceive his. footſteps on every Has 
not he frequenfly made bare his holy arm, er To 
ed, the glory of . el, and the terrors of his 
2 A moſt a judgments? Yes; He 
rent times N the moſt obdurate 

3 ſome tremendous events or appearances, 
ee his power. When © the voice of 
his thunder is in the heaven; when the li ghtenings 
lighten the world; when the earth itfelf Glee and 
ſhakes,” t Wo does not feel a ſenſe of God upon his 
ſoul ? The effect, indeed, is often momentary, If a 


calm ſucceed cho. tempeſt, not uncommonly the pertur- 


Ae, xiii, 2. + Joby xxxv. 10, f PA. ar. 18. 
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A n 4 68 1 
_bation, of the 12 55 ade N indifferencey 


od 8 KAnn, 

How iittle 55 d SA ith the tranſaQtions of 
. ages, tor, with rn «the wrath to 
com e ee eee ee eee 
1 the abodes of darkneſs and deſpair, in Leal 40 
atteſt and deſcribe the torments prepared fo for un- 
godly, a terrible alarm might be excited amon us 


even this would. not be ſufficjent to produce any. 
1 de . ey 7 our Lord 


taught us z and; probably; it it were not r 
the next e bly ewe | 8 
if not denied and dicbelieyed, as 2 2 tale, or the 


fooliſt revery. of a diſordered, ima 
The hiſto before us pals 17 o * wnntires 


i on ergy. Is it poſh ble, we. art rad to 


the mi Which Nebucha 8 had bebe 
| Fr ever 255 rgotten; in theo court of „ 
Let matter of BA e Of Datexes night. he ther 
effect a 5 6 not appear that any 
frong — Was, made. upon others, at leaſt 7 


Mazzar, his th, in, the, Foriptures call [ his {on,.. 
See) ja A. 5 only: att .. te deſcen- 
eee . 58 1 bimſell 2 t 


ſpared like him as a monument of by, mercy, be has 
exhibited in his deſtruction the tremendous juſtice of 


our God. ua M adn, 309104 4 

— Pechops fore ET TR heir eyes 

928 i Whey prerale 5 1 ; 
t we, could /preyail 

2 1 rn a 


example, not in the Way, 
oy” their F but with the N 


8 = * * 1 
"n s 


dees zentr Tub“ ik doFrks | 
| <iniruftion of x moſt intereſting nature! Here the 
1 Boop Mite 4 Ny hey Ns 
0 roy | expo; 
(Ei is record aa own FAC! 5 Rare 
ages, to reſtrain reſumptuous tranſgreſſots, and con- 
Jer them that there is a God da wrhing who judgeth 
- "this earth; Ney He diſplay bis power among curſcftes, 
not to deſtre but 3 ſinners ! Ma 17 tremble, 
ke Belſhazzar, when e the 3 of 
cdondemnation iued out againſt them; and 1 fe 
feel, what we fear he did n ot, "that" « OW, 
| - which worketh repentance"ujto life???? 
| Yew n bir The onl „ee givin 'of bim f in the | 
4 ſeriptures, fepreſents him as a bold offender, | 
, in a ſhameleſs ſcene of lewdneſs, intempe- 
2 and blaſphemys If we advert to the ſituation 
ef his affairs at that time, his conduct will appear the 
more atrocious: He had been already overcome in a 
Fet battle by the General and Prince pf the 
. Medes and P „and for tw¾o years had been cloſe- 
beſietzed in his city. But inſfead of 'confulting for 
. e ſafety of his government, he was addicted to ſen- 
| Fl Babylon, indeed, had-nething to dread | 
from the | molt formidable attack, defended-as' it was 4 
by ite Walls, bulwarks,' gates of 'braſs; and: eſpecially | 
by the river Euphrates, nd ſupplied with proviſions | 
for twenty years. Belſhazzar, therefore, confident of 
bbs own 19 — 8. laughed at the attempt of 
"reducing his capital. Thus he truſted to an arm of 
fleſh, and res what Nebuchadnezzar had: learnt in 
ſuch a painful manner, that the moſt High God ru- 


| je ner and that He 
wet it whoſoever Ne will? He would not be re. 
eee e national diſtreſs; and at lf 
he filled the his iniquity, + oo ee 
= N N e eee Res KK : 
| o Daniel, v. I, Kc. by * his Cond Part i. Book 2 ( 
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| 1 Att, | 
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A n eee, 
4 al! Kind of licentious mirth, with his wives, con- 
cubines, {a high degree of profinencd — — 
was added a ee of profaneneſs, and an av 
pts of” The holy veſſels, which Ne- 
buchadnezzar had brought from the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem, were introduced at this riotous banquet, perhaps 

to raiſe an impious laugh againſt the captive Jes and 
the God they worſhipped: As the ſeventy years of 
their ſervitude were then drawing to a conchulion, the 

might probably have intimated an expectation of 
| — — their own land, and taking tfieſe ſacred uten- 

them. In deriſion both of them and their re- 
-ligious ſervices, the veſſels were ſent fory and, we - 
- preſume, many blaß us ſpeeches utteted upon the 
occaſtion. For, while the gueſts drank their wine 6ut 
of thoſe very cups and bowls which had been dedica-- 
ted to Jehovah, they ſeemed to bid deftance to Fim, 
. ar ing their own ſenſeleſs idols. 
there nothing of a ſimilar Hirit 1 conduct 
-amongſt ourſelves by Are there no advocates for le w d- 
neſs and intem e? Are there none, ho «run 
to the ſame exceſs of riot,“ and boaſt" that they are 
under no control, as if they had a right to gratify W . 
paſſions? Are there not thoſe too. who wiltnothe te- 
ſtrained from their revellings by diſficulties or diſtreſſes 

in their families or their buſineſs; or Who ary 

ſuppoſe, that nothing ſhalf prevent” or- imbitter their 

ſenſual enjoyments ? "They ſay in their hearts, «Soul, _ 
take thine eaſe, eat; drink, and be merry; and, 41 \ 
"ſhall have peace, though I walk in the Imagination of | 
mine heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt. May we 

not aſk, then, Where is the differenes between ydu 

and Belſhazzar, except it be that you have not fle p- 

eg of of ſinning in  AXEDIVE a anner, as e | 

of Babylon ? = 
does it not alſo make a part* Wy yours <ndieddinawhc ib 
to off at religion and thoſe who My it? O be 
R 5 ware 
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le SERIPTURE.. CHARACTERS, 
ure, what you do. , Ven may excite à fogliſh 122 
mmong your companions, by throrring out profane jeſt 
A4 n contempt of divine things, while the cup of intem- 
peranee gaes round: hut ſuch ſcoffs are ſerious matters, 


— 


1 — 
: : _ - 
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. 
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' thoſe, at whom they are le : but by and by they 
will be like poiſoned arrows in your own breaſts, and 
drink up your ſpirit For by: ſuch wanton mirth 
po hlaſphenie the God of heaven. He will take 
up che 
"4 „%% oots tg honor eyed gle tt $70 eg 
ſome preſumptuous offenders poſſeſs, they may poſſibly, 
the very next inſtant, be overwhelmed with — i: 
is only for God to give them a true ſight of their guilt, 
and to rouſe their conſcience to its proper office; and 
- all their courage would immediately forſake them: 
their Iicentious ſongs would be changed for howlings of 
deſpair, and they would feel ſuch inexpreflible miſery, 
da would be an awful preſage and anticipation of their 
final deſtruction. In the preſent example we obſerve, 
that God has a ſecret and powerful acceſs to the minds 
of the moſt obdurate ſinners, and can ſoon turn & their 


laughter to mourning, and their joy to heavineſs. 


We behold Belſhazzar, in the midſt of his jollity and 


Sirch, arrai convicted, ſentenced, and confound- 
ved. His inſolence and profaneneſs were ſuddenly re- 
preſſed 3 and he who one moment ſeemeg to challenge 
earth and heaven, the next was obliged to ſtand and 
tremble like a eximinal at the bar of juſtice, He ſaw 


2 Hand put forth and writing upon the wall of his pa- 


lace; and, though he could not read the characters, 

his countenance was changed, and his thoughts 

troubled him, ſo that the joints of his loins were looſed, 
. and his knees ſmote one againſt another.” He cried 
Aud for the Magi to come and explain the Phenome- 

= non, and hen he perceived that they were unable to 
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and moſt awful in their ences. They hurt not 


cauſe,, and avenge che infült put upon his 
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* Wit * Apa. firan On tas 1d be een 
A e e for % mi; 6 wa 
1 701 to foretel good e The, 

he — accuſer and à judge within; The cl e 
doubled 1858 The ah 5 influence of God b 
his mind excited this alarm : and thus, 13 an ,inftant,. | 
He can arreſt the moſt abandoned 233 only. by - 
king. © his thoughts to trouble, hi are ſtop- 
ped in their career, not 1 feed by 51 ame means 
as Belſhazzar, but as evidently by the power of God, 
s if his hand were ſeen imprinting their ſentence on the 
wall. A great part of thoſe, Who are converted to 
God in righteouſneſs, are en in a ſimilar wa — 
when by. ſome awful event, a ſolemn word of 
tion, or their own ſerious Tecolleions, being 
ed out of their ſtu jor, - they, firſt perceive their 2 — 2 | 
ed condition.. <« kj thoughts trouble them, at the 
remembrance of their offences, under. a dun an of 
deſerving eternal puniſhment, and from an . 
ſion of impending de 18 908 and then the very pe 
ſons, ang a little before, po Fo were- 38 

G t with 1 Such Lord, chat 7 
wile thou ave; me; to do? change of. {05 1 
is matter of joy, as it dot Ne the hope of rt ; 
and falvation., But the terror, of which we Ps 
not in itſelf deſirable, nor do all, who feel it, turn . 
real penitents. In ſome an abſolu te deſpair , e "pL. 
and they experience upon earth a abate | wy © 
ment, which, awaiteth; them. in the a th | me 
Could we follow them to that 175 we ſhould tet ah, ho. 
,obſerve that & their thoughts trouble them,“ and tha vr 
are conſtrained to gnaſh;their teeth, through! the j 100 51 
horror. of their minds: for God will ſet. all their fins in 
array before them. We cannot, indeed, form any 
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| the damnatio 

1 3 on of th "Ye tn publif ſet through 

e palace, the qi Is mother) enter 
, the ap 1 51 5 7 8 Pane dhe pro- 
Pg het 0 Teen Tehovah Was. bent for. As the principal officer, 
e tranſacted the affairs of government; (af it Mould 

i that his company "ha not been much reliſhed' in 
Heere s'court ; Fer the prince addrefſed hi mM, as if 
5 had been a ftranger to his chicas But we have 
often temarked, that the preſence and conve ration of 
| 'miniſters and other holy perſons, w. o were diſliked 
and avoided in a time of eaſe and profpe rity, have been 
A deſired in ſickgels and diftrefs. Nor ſhould 
 . they be un Ming to end; and bear a faith teſti- 
mony, "ela; in Tu ch ee caſes.” Dane Fj eeded 
* "without. heſitation. to fix a charg e My yt: upon the 


royal culprit,” convicting him e, intemperance, 

and Impiety,.and repreſenting his wickedneſs, as high- 
: *ty 288770 6b his contempt of the judgments inflict- 
ied on 5 grandfather Nebuchadnezzar. He then read 


_ - 


FF Candi 2 the awful ſentence written on the wal), 
"Nin, 1 Nx, Tukzt, UPRARSIN, which declared, 
| 108 "A m ighty Sovereign, was. bringing the kitig- 


Goh © Bab 10 5 A. concluſion, that He had weighed 
th aughty in joharch Wi the balances, and had found 
him wanting and therefore. that his dominion was 
| "about to 4 . to the Medes and Perſians. 
' Where, 1s the ſinner, whoſe conſcience eould remain 
yi and ſerene under fuch a reproof as this? Be per- 
Mn; to < nſider your own ſtake and character. "What 
a of life ? and what is your bope 
rr ei Have you hot & walked according to 
the courſe of this wor fulfilling. the deſires of the 
gem and ef the mind?“ Perhaps you have alſo been, 


zer, inſenſi ble of all the judgments, which 
e fitted. * "You Bave ſeen je. bold offender | 


cer another deſtroyed by he divine viſitation, and 1235 
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% 


NEED a TEE es 


7 1 e A eee Foutſel pen. You 


even among your own fami- 
1. Fs been fuddenly checked in their care 


ty; barden your ahd refuſe 55 
W ee Lo 


g 9 are all your ways „ .have you not glorified, 


you preſume, th . as Ballhazzir s Was a 
ar 705 3 as no ſuch rep roof 1s addreſſed unto * 
there is no ft ed for you 7 be' terrified? * Surely 
forget, that in the book'of Gol there is a handwriting 
ſent from Him, which expreſsly condemns; yo 1. 
"declares, that 00 you are weighed in the balances, and 
8 found wanting ;”—wanting | 2 obedience to ey 
Tang, 5 555 in every relation, wherein "you 
have ſtood towards God and man; wanting, acco 
to the demands of the Goſpel, as well as of 5 hw. 


And is there no ſentence dahbugced! againſt vou, If 


vou will not read for yourſelves, be rol ed on to 
attend to thoſe, * who will explain it to you,” Your 
days are numbered, and your time of grace is 7 1 
to à concluſion. God hath made trial of yo 

are proved defective, throughout; and ſoon 1 ; 
beloved poſſeſſions be taken from you, and beſtowed 


upon another.” What then remains? or what awaits 


you beyond the grave! When you appear before God 
in judgment, what can you expect from Him, but in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation” and anguiſn? Fou 
will there find, that the divine threatenings are not, as 

ou now pretend, mere idle bugbears, which terrifyp 
only weak minds, but that they \ will de executed id! 
Weiz cht and meaſure. 

Felhazzar ſtands as a witneſs of tb faithfulneſs of 

God in bringing his menaces to effect. The boldnefs 
and fecurity of finners will not ſcreen them, but may 


rather be conſidered as an awful preſage of their ap- 5 | 


proaching ruin, „ For when they ſhall ſay, Peace and 
Gfery;” en ſudden deſttuction 'cometh upon them, | 
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"rations. in that very Very 
\., was kept, the el ag 6 were FO 14 city, 
„ and. by very ſin itagem, 
e courſe of the river, riſked in through 
Fee ee 
n, intem 
| Fr = 1 4 with no ob- 
Na 5 75 ine ae, where the aſtoniſhed 
king lis les were inſtantly put to the ſword; and 
+thus the 1b and Perſians un og poſſeſſors of that 
extenſive dominion + With Belſhazzar, then, the 
Faſt =" pride « of Babylon periſhed together ; and all 
ENCE Was x ſo. entirely de- 
No - 7 traces of it cannot be now found. 
ere we behold the wiſdom ak. well las the juſtice of 

God. All this had. been repeat circumſtanti- 
ally foretold by the pro ophets 2 Lb Jeremiah, Ha- 
Ho and Daniel. e very people, who ſhould 
n e „e N were pointed out at the time, 
when PET? in the higheſt degree improba- 
ble; 0 eneral, was ſpecified by name, nearly 

| robu PE verymethodof taking the | 
city, by turning the waters of the great river into dif- 
ferent: t and thus drying up its channel, was 
deſeribed; and it ah farther predicted, that ĩt ſhould 
be done ſudden] J ws 155 at a ſeaſon of great diſſi 5 

tion, while the Ling his mi ghty men were e 

$918 drunken caroufal, f Reſpedting the fall cf Pr 

therefore, we are conſtrained, to ſay, © T his hath 

.God done; for we, perceive it was 1 work.” He 

beholds at one view whatever ſhall come to. p: + ome 


[argon reve 


— 


- 
= o 
—— — „ bl. AM 1 „ ye? 


— 
— 


„ 


* „ Thell.y. a 4 Xenoph. Rae hy oY . 23. 
Axl. 210. wv, 1—3. x|vil. 1, Ke. er l in ke. l. 1, te 4 
* Bock 2. dier Louth, on IE. xi l. Al. 458 


anl 


* 


EY Ns ogg . 
| niſhment to the.op 


of, Ser e 2 r | 


the 

ſtones of the pit; „„ under feet,” 1 
— Here we pauſe, and follow Belſhazzar no-fur- 
' ther. We have ſeen him cut off in his iniquity by 
the immediate judgment of God: and, is there no- 
thing in this hiſtory, which excites an alarm? e 
there not a voice, which proclaims alou 
9 —_ „ Land Take heed to yourſelves, 


and ſo that come upon UNAWATES 1% Vou | 
have EE TEE your. on days, 

of thoſe, who have ſuddenly deſtroyed in their 
pop ny their ag rs: y and their uncleanneſs; 


8. 
** 
9. 


theſe things upon you? Is it no matter of dread 
to be called away in ſuch a ſtate? thus to be hurried 
from the noiſe of revelling and profaneneſs to the 
tribunal of a righteous God? e ee there 
were no eternity, no judgment to there would 
be no great cauſe to tremble; but, impenitent 
ſinners, a far more tremendous ſent * that of 
Belſhazzar, hangs over your heads our friends 


and miniſters, therefore, wHe love you, may well be 
0 Juv 45. 1 19. tn . 34+ 


pained . 


* 
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/ » "Tairied for you, amd muſt- faithfully admoniſh” 

/ ,, | - *whether") * hear,” or whether you will bender, . 
k 


chat the cake of final retribution is nigh, the day of 


dhe Lord's Age ore when his wrath ſhall ſmoke 
| 95 —.— dies in his i Want oth O turn to 
. ks meet for repentance 2 


5 N has produced zes proper in- | 
Auence, and you have Wund mercy with God through x 
"his — how inexpreflible are your obligations W .. 
tte Him Vou would d have periſhed) eve even as others, WW .. 
but He has had compaſſion upon you, „for his own ill * 
"name's ſake; and with a mighty _—_ = redeem U. 
u to himſelf,” that be a people for his praiſe. M . 
Y tell of his loving ki Lindnef, and let your e ; 
aden and the warmth of your gra- 
Nr Ao ie" only ien beet us = realy 
a are' toa 
eue 20 you begin we — — for your — 
ve would eſt matter of encouragement and com- 
fort to you. our very fears may be ſalutary, a to- 


- 28 
14 


ken that God is calling you to repentance. Only be — 
- willing to app apply the remedy, which the Goſpel pre- gr 
ſeribes. Behold the Saviour, who hath © made recon- * 

* <etliation for iniquity,“ and “ redeemed- us from the 
eurſe of the law, being made a curſe for us. | Jeſus | 
"Kath « blotted out THE HANDWRITING, that was againf — 

des, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
5 way, nailing it to his croſs. Through Him, there 2 
fore, you have a full aw wp! O believe, and be 
"aved. Nejoice, and give thanks, for the gloriou 15 
hope, which is ſet rn you Arenen A. n 75 — 
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JURE a aire ion” ig hot 38 to 
men f any bne rank or fi $a Snipe 45 
lacks, Ade er Ie an Unfre btb foil" For the the 


0 dus noble wat om di 
it has been F to flo 1. Th | 


1 225 Gon beer to 5 ple us, Res our i fuck 
affiſtance r no where ſecure n 


Not many wiſe men after the fleſh; not 9 4 
mighty; not many noble are called; Sem 
fer to ſome perſons of this deſcription, in almoſt 
age; who have been eminently” pious, and whom God | 

' raiſed up for peculiar ſervices to his Church. Their 

excellence ſtands confelled by all; for their examples 
ſhine with a degree of luſtre f rior to others, in pro- 
portion td their elevation. The view of ſuch a Us 
racter, though far advanced Mi us, may tend to ex- 
eite us to greater animation and diligence in the Work 
of the Lord. The preſent hiſtory will echibit One 
thus highly diſtinguiſhed by rank and goodneſs, , Let os 
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acknowledge our own cowardice, coldneſs, and inacti- 
vity; let us learn to exert our utmoſt ability for the 
..honour of our God and Saviour, and. at the. 
d walle CI ns 
perverſe nation“; — while we contemplate 
a uo abundant grace, which AT pro, BBC 
polleſs"'2" medics bf . 
e of faith, Bis firmneſs and p x ri 
BER alſs ce ſhine'as lights in the wond Th 
7 iel was the few faithful witneſſes, 
were raiſell up . K fi ofrue 5 durin 
the captivi 25 the' Jews in Chaldea. He wis a def. 
cendant of David, and therefore, the relation, as well 
as intimate afſociate of *Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 


OLIN opti at an early ag e. 
ſoper of war 10 Babylon, Where hie 947 ps ame 
emident -for bis wil pes and pie ly þ 

ved: and 2 5 the Geng . 


ime cir 5 duch e 
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igns Po . 8 
Fi © 1 15 5 Some remarkable nts were 
ne 5 12 faw, e 
. enſlaved countrymen, 
| cm t. Babylon during the ſ 
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he had every temptation to 11 5 et N 
1 religion of his | Fathers z but 12 wy his = 
entious regard to it very ſoon * 3 


TE „ 


ions, appointed him from the LF, table, beca 


. not conform to the ſenſuality or the ſuper- 
e K and therefore requeſted t 


he th pulſe and Water. 
* mean 4 5 t attended to the ſtudies, 
7 2 enjoined, as a qualification for future uſe- 


| While he 3 — upon right principles, 
— his ſcruples might ſeem to expoſe him to heavy 
cenſures, he doubted. not a ue. Nor Was 43 


ee God brou > py into ce 
apt „though he 2 ab . he *. 
Wo. ak 
richeſt Noel. "The Lad Al allo ec; Fi ch A 
of wiſdom, as 3 that of the e 
Sec e nad excel th deu de 


„ 


bs 
00 is pleaſing to obſerve this:tenderne(s.of. conſcience, 
this abkarrence of evil and firm attachment to true ro- 
We in young people. How. rare are ſuch examples 
hat, in general, do we ſee at that age, but ignorance, 
Haenel love of pleaſure and intemperance? 
But is it not your concern, as much as it was Daniel's, 
to © remember your Creator in the e 


Do you, then, refuſe to conform to thoſe euſtoms and 


maxims of the world, which you know or ſuſpect to be 
wrong ? Are you not, rather, eagerly deſirous of every - 
ſenſual indulgence, and ready to yield to 787175 temp 
tation? Is this the conduct you can juſtify? Or is it 
right to ſacrifice every good principle to a weak and 


_ compliance with your company? hn" 
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6350 enten eulen serrxs. 
lead, as 1 do, your time of life 
. BE 8 hal too of 'of* 175 | 
£64, 3 3 or 15 ſoon enou ugh to atten omy 
3 eligion, when the Do | 
N are abated} What an '2yawed” content 
f 7005 to call his fervice gloom” and mefanchely,' as if 
£ were a hard Maſter, and' unworthy of the ee 
ertions of your beſt days? Ox, how can you 
*that or e will accept yor, when 5 bur ft 2 
Fr 329 but only beca * aſs your ep Flloy ttm 49 
ou are deterred few; a conſtientious regard to your 
| . through. the feat of difficulties.  But' — 
2 created or increaſed by #50 own unbelief i for in 
general thoſe ſuffer leaſt, who are moſt firm in their 


"obedience to God. If you be attegtive to your proper 

5 Work, vou will mA needful 83 ſup- 
x God will give. you” N e 

: Mente; a he did Daniel. fx een 
An incident ſoon becurred, which” Ns faith 
of Daniel, and payed the way for his advancement. | 
The king Nebuchadnezzar, being perplexed by a ſin- WM © 
© gular dream, the particulars of whi AF cool ht oven 55 
J 


N rolled, commanded all his wiſe men to be deſtroyed, 61 
uſe they could not declare or interpret it. | Daniel I 1s 

- muſt have periſhed among the reſt, had not the fl 
kane bene, thee compa panions to join with him re: 
prayer, that the ſecret might be revealed. thi 
-Aecordingly, in anſwer to their petitions, Daniel ob- co 
. tained the defired information, and with watmeſt gra- ca! 
"titude"\ rel He Wl Le 
related with an exactneſs the various 5 
kae and ireunances of the vii, and gave a mi- va 
n hens eaſle aſl, ow Fea wh 
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bende had derived all his deminion, and who 
had condeſc ended to make known to him ſome i — 


tant eyents to come. Daniel was immediately acknow- 


ledged as a 1 of the only true God, — raiſed to 


a ſtate : of high dignity : from that time he preſided as 


Ruler over the whole 1 of Babylon, and fat, _ 


in the gate of ws King. 
his . 


Jewiſh, captive: "cry, hp was this, a ſituation to be envied? 
or did he maintain his int 7 amidit the ſplendours 
of 2 Babylonian courts? ve heard of ſo many 
jnſtances, in Which pas Ya 1g bas been fatal to the 
ſouls of men, that we wonder to ſeg. any, who are riſing a 
in.the world, continue to 2 the life and vigour; ot 


So large 2 fecompence: * 


religion. God and his cauſe are forgomen and: eſpiſed, 


in order to obtain or preſerve, the Amiles of a corrupt 
51 be 2 10 3 Man, that is in hohour, 
and is like the ;beaſts that 2 
wy Hor ee? Gall ey that have riches Ba into the 
kingdom of 1 15 Such being the Inares of \great- 
neſs, it us highly neceſſary to warn thoſe of their dan- 
por, who bf ee of. Weener n 
et ou! pros up your princip es „ 
Is this a needleſs.caution ? Have not many, who in af- 
* and diftrefs diſcoveredthe faireſt appearances of 
OE now in caſe and proſperity. renounced , 
their 1 a and * 7755 molt. olemn yows, 
content;/ to devotion; to:thoſe; 6 


OOTY life? Ein a no au of our wealth, tuo, WH 


Lord, deliy 5 0 15 

Are we ca #750 alk ab 1 rej, the offers of ad. x 
vancement, or to reſign th op; ben s and poſſefong; - 
which are put into our hands This we did:not aſſert. 
Religi ion requires not à total retirement Fa: the 
worl, ee e We in- 
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to be faithful to God according to your 
ities; aud then, we allow, — ex- 
* ed your rank, the” more CEO IT NED : 

Tye - Such was the bright pattern before us. "His higheſt 
- elevation abated not hi ages _ fervour, but father ren 
dtred ĩt more conſpicuous. He forgot not his three 
| belousd companions ; for at his + ry they were all 


1 


{/ 


- 


place and i 


promoted to honour. When called. to interpret the 
dream, which predicted the king's 'expulfioti from his 


dane and from human ſociety, though over-whelined 


with aſtoniſhment and diſtreſs in the proſpect of ſo tre- 


mendous a judgment, he dared not to Eoficeal or to 


ate the truth. As the ſervant and miniſter of Je- 


yah, he warned the haughty tyrant of his guilt and 

7 nee e Grade e 
his i{pleaſure, exhorted him to immediate repentance. 

«Break: oi fd ey hy firm by ee, an 
poor; 
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how few 


thine iniquities 


be 41 
* de or coke), it 


or rant. 


50 is 25 
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ent, jet men are flattered in their ſins, 


cited, pains are taken to quiet their . 
foofithly gens, that any. others are in a fill 
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n Contempt 


their  confciences Julled 'aflerp, eren "while they are 
rottering on the brink of ruin; dr if un terrors are ex- 


ther 3 ee \ 
Ineſs in the ſervice of 
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nnn 
1 contempt of der and then in the nate ah © 
the ſentence” of his {ſpeedy | Pla 4 
A he miniſters of Chriſtare eſpe Gl My Coricerned to 2. 
bes che like fidelity and that i in pt diſcharge, of their 
ofce, without regard to their own, private intereſt. 
It is incumbent” on them, to commend themſelves to 
every ma's conſeienee in the fight of God, by a n 
declaration of the truth, 'without reſetyve or PEE: ; 
They muſt aſſert and explain the awful · doom o of Be 
ners; and, th though they mi Wiſh to delivera i. 4s 
ent meſſage, they mult denourice © the wrath of Jod, 
which cometh*ipon'the children of di elende. In 
this caſe their temporal e emolutment is not to be cenſilted, 
for th ſhould" re nember, To. whom they muſt, e 


acc 
[TeUeſerves'our natd that Daniel paid 1 and 

-uniforin/atteritior to religion, and preſerved. an boly, 
ſpiritual; and devout frame of mind, pe only in an ele- 
vatech tac but alſo in 2 continual hurry of important 
buſtneſs. The chief adminiſtration of the the 

was committed to him, for he acted during every luc | 
celſive reighs as the firſt miniſter of ftate. ' Vet, not- a 


* multiplicity « of cares and | 

in which © involved him, he ee ö 
ſtricteſt regard to e of his God. After ſuck . 

a inſtaner? wilf ary perſons. mention their ſecular, em- 

pleyments and av | ee or CON» : 
cerns of a family, as an excule for gence or re- 
miſſneſs, in the profeffion or praftice 0 of pety? « We 
have no time, is the plea which many but iris? 
fille. Vou are not difigent in turning to good account 


our ſcan lee of leiſure, ou, willingly ſuffer - 

your oppor nf e e to paſd bx 
wel” I 9 then, chat we perceive. » 

E eclenßon in your n NEE widely do p | 

you differ from the charadtr of Daniel 2 ix $4 | 

LEW Belſhazzar, an entire | 

cad, revo tion in the affairs of Babylon took place. 
32. The Medes and Fefſians then poſſeſſed the © 
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Tak under the ernment” of Darius. Yet, ſuch 
N for wiſdom andi integrity, 
be chained the the office of higheſt dignity and truſt, 

2 727 e new niſtrationy and had che chef ma- 

of that 00 5 . empire. But, where-, 


Ih 2 any eminent degree of true religion has appeared, 


though in the moſt exalted ſtatio lg 1 * the ob- 
of hatred and oppolition. This, is a ſtrong indi- 
cation of the de 17 y of our nature, that real holineſs, 
when Eng ed in life, excites diſguſt. and perſe - 
_ cation} Let thoſe, therefore, „ who. will live godly. 
in Chi Jeſus,” R for ſuffering, nor ſtagger in 


to the e trial. Om Pl os let chem be ſolicitous to 


well-coin — the ignorange of fooliſh men.“ 
Ae ca e Daniel | inet and e nequrage them. 


We do not read | 4 y attenipts 17 ee 


unſt him, till the reign of Parjus; but, 


en formed to Want and deftroy $NA . 
d inces pt Ye © em re ended With 


with;envious rage at his 
— . f — to [Ne IG 1 5 
1 een ee miſmanage 4 affairs 

| tion in che duties of hs fun 

defighs; on that 8 ſac, Wa. 
. terifiined, « therefor to make 5 5 gion 
their accuſntion. We | 
bort 4 — th We ia ne Fl 
againſt 18 iel, exce t we 
 corning che law ot his God.” Oy al co 7 
is would: be the * gh nmenda 


pel, if its advocates were, in e 
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all cheir dealings; that their enemies ſhould be obliged 
to confels, there can be no juſt * againſt them, 
except for their Gngularity in ſpiritual; concerns. If 
you would follow Chriſt, or profeſs a regard for his 
truth, “ walk in e them thatare without; 
look well to every part of your behaviour in temporꝭ 
affairs, and to all your engagements in the world. Fox 
many will narrowly ſcrutinize” your conduct, and fl 
rejoice to find occaſion againft you, in.your ſhops, 
your families, your various; departments and. occupa» 
tions.” Should they diſcover any perfidiouſneſs, neglect, 


ic view, and reproach your principles and your allo- 
e with it. 4 of God, | 4 

deavour to diſappoint them zido.that if they determine to 
accuſe; you, they may have no other cauſe, than for 
« the law of your God,” and your ſteadfaſt adherence 
What, then, did Daniel's adverſaries deviſe againſt 
him? They intended to deprive him of the free exer- 
ciſe of his religion, or to take him off by a violent 
death, if he ſhould perſevere in the worſhip of ' Jeho- 
va. In an artful manner they perſuaded the king to 
ſign a, ses which flattered. his vanity, that whoſo- 
ever ſhould prefer a petition to any god or man, except 
to. the reigning monarch, within the ſpace: of thirty 
days, ſhould be caſt into a den of lions. An impious 
command indeed; obedience to which would have been 
ſimful in the extreme. But could not the prophet 


— 
- 


or inconfiſtency, they will not fail to bring it into pub- 


- 


evade the danger, without Py diſavowing his prin- 


ciples? There are thoſe, who aſſert, we ſhould always 
comply with the country and the company we are in; 
that by prudent management we may avoid perſecu- 
tion that we need not acquaint others with © 


faith, and that it were better to keep it to ourſelves. 
Thus many plead for a conformity to the world, and 


pacify their conſciences, while they renounce every 


Tm 5 I. polition of the Goes in compliment to 
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theſe, who know not God, of to Teiten themſelves 


from oppoſition, © Shall we allow, then, that ceab 5. 
is of this pliatt nature, that'we may conceal it from 
obfervation, and that it contains nothing worth con- 
tending for? This would de to ſet afſſſe or explain 
| - away every toftrine and precept in the Bible. & But 
die have not ſo lcirned Crit.“ Our religion is the 
wet valuable and neceſſüry concern: if it be any thing 
ac ND Rea thing For: 7 heſitate à mo- 
ment to give uß our intereſt, our liberty, or life itſelf, 
| 2 © maintain it. 1 e ty 
Such was che firmneſs of Daniel. With all his wiſ- 
dom, he underſtood not thoſe maxims of prudence, 

| Which are thought necery how; and therefore he 
_ Confulted not the faſhfon'vf the-court, nor dreaded the 
wrath of the king, r xcurred the ſentence 
of 'a violent death, “ for” co ice ard God." 
« He went into his houſe, and his windows being open in 
his chamber toward Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 


before bis God, as he didaforetmie?? ?? 
be devotions, here ſpoken of, were probably per- 
ſormed in the midſt of his numerous honfhold; as his 
family worlhip ; for "the time arid place ſeem to have 
been well known, and his enemies, who were watch- 
ing bim for the purpoſe, found him in the very exer- 
ciſe, and heard him pray aloud. Great as he was, he 
officiated as the prieſt of his own Houſe, and, amidſt all 
the hurry of ſtate affairs, kept himſelf at leiſure thrice 
In each day to wait upon his God. Alas I how little 
18 this duty practiſed, even where there are few worldly 
 *avecations, and no dangers to be apprehended I... © 
It wilÞbe aſked perhaps, Why muſt he needs be fo 
exact and ſingular ? Could he not conform for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, abſtam from his uſual fervices for one month, 

* retire to a diſtant part from the notice of the court, or 
conceal himſelf from a diſcovery at home? We are 
- aware of that plauſible ingenuity, which would make 
2; $749; Sha 7 5 1 rence 
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conſcience bend to convenience. Rut in any of theſe 
ways he would have been conſidered as ee 
religion; the deſigns of his enemies would haye been 
anſwered; and they a, in have reproached him with 
cowardice and hypocriſy. He did not therefore heſi- 
tate, but readily Nbmittd to the ſentence ; and, up 
the urgent demands of his acc though the ky 
ninſel laboured to reſcue him, he was actually. 
into a den of ravenous lions. 
There may be a dangerous and abſurd ſcrupuloſity, a 
perverſe and obſtinate contention for. trifles, which 
muſt prejudice the. cauſe of truth and. piety. But be- 
ware, how you extend the maxim of 4 becoming all 
things to all men.” You may complain of ſome ſerious 
zerfons as too preciſe? but do not . your-compliances 
en many ſinners in their evil practices ? Do o 


not teach them to deſpiſe your principles trough your 
timorous deſertion of them? 8 not prefer your 
5 2 reputation, and emolument to the honout 


, IOW. OOM. Ou. 


—w + 


vancement of the Goſpel ? Surely, in the. view 
of Daniel's 2 and diſintereſted you mult de · 
teſt your own ſelfiſhneſs and cowardice. * Who art 
thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that ſhall 
die — and haſt feared continually every day, becauſe of | 
the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were ready to de- 
ſtroy ? And where is the fury of the oppreſſor ? * 
Let us ſee & the end of the Lord in the hiſtory be- 
fore us. Daniel was protected, his enemies utterly 
confounded, and the name of the true God made known 
and glorified throughout that idolatrous country. The 
prophet went down into the midſt. of thoſe fierce and 
voracious animals; and what other conſequence could 
have been expected, than that he would have been in- 
ſtantly devoured? But he went down in faith; and 
therefore the very lions forgot their ſavage nature: 
no manner off hurt was found upon him, becauſe he 
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believed in his God.“ What amazing deliverances 


Have been obtained, through a firm reliance upon the 


divine power ! Tt was this very principle, in the pre- 
ſent inſtance,” & which ſtopped the mouths of lions.” * 


The king felt extreme thitreſs for his perſecuted ſer- 
Fun, and, after a ſleepleſs night, betook himſelf to the 
den early in the morning to enquire the event. He 


d'the venerable ſaint ſitting in ſafety and com 
Ae among the furious — aſſerting his the 70 
and aſcribing his preſervation to the gracious interpo- 
ſition of Jehovah. Immediately he reſcued him from 
his priſon, reſtored him to his former dignity, con- 
demned his accuſers, with their families, who were all 
ed in the 4 by which they had intended 
Daniel to have periſhed, and he iſſued out a decree, 
oclaiming- to his ſubjects the glory of the God of 

en. May we then learn from thi 


is eminent pro- 


phet to ſacti ſice every worldly conſideration to the de- 
mands of conſcience and the ſervice of God ! May we 


truſt our. all with Him, who has a ſovereign right to 


_ employ us and diſpoſe of us, as He pleaſes ; and, leav- 


other inferior concerns, may we deſire chiefly and 


Above all, that whether we live, we may live unto 


trol wary and whether we die, we may die unto the 
Do we admire the courage and ſteadfaſtneſs of 
Daniel? We muſt allow it to be the effect of that in- 
timate communion with God, which he cultivated and 


enjoyed. He ſought help from above, and obtained his 


requeſt. We have remarked his attention to prayer in 


his youth; and we rejoice to obſerve, that even to old 


age this holy fervour continued with him. The laſt 
fix chapters of the book, which bears his name, prove 


the warmth and the efficacy of his devotion. © There we 


ſee him laying aſide the ornaments, which he uſually 
wore as a ccurtier, —abſtaining from his pleaſant foo 
7 Heb, zi. 33. Rom. Liv. 8, | 
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—humbli himſelf in ſackcloth and des. 
re. God, while he confeſſed his own. ſins, and the 
of his people, - pouring out his ardent ſupplications 
their deliverance, and for the manifeſtation. of the 
divine favour to them. -"I'ake. eſpecial notice of this: 


- 
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part of the hiſtory, and learn, whence you wult. de- | 


rive that ſtrength and comfort which will ſupport you ia 
your ſpiritual warfare, Is it not, becauſe you neglect 


retirement and the ſecret duties of religions that your 


knowledge is ſo ſuperficial, your affections ſo weak 


and wavering, that you ſeem to have no fixed princi- 


les, and are ſhaken by every temptation ?..If 

— cultivate an e with God, and you's 
direction and aſſiſtance from Him, it is no wonder that 
He leaves you to be baſfled and overcome. But were 
you conſtant and importunate in your applications to 


Him, you would receive ſuch ſupplies of grace, as 
would enable you to maintain and adorn your profeſſion, . 
wm would enjoy the ſtrong conſolations of the Spirit, 

approach nearer and nearer to the temper and enn | 


525 the bleſſed in heaven. 


obtained a large meaſure of divine commu4; 


nications ;—and he appears more glorious as the | 
phat et of Jehovah, then as the prime miniſter che 


edes and Perſians, He was admitted, as it were, to 


converſe with Angels, nay with the Lord of Angels, 
and was * d by thn we « a-man greatly be- 
loved. ” 

revealed to . and though his predictions contai 
« things hard to de underſtood, which have furniſh 


matter for learned criticiſm, as well as devout contem- 
ion, yet ſome are fv direct and expreſs, that infidels 


e objected to them, as if they muſt have been writ- 


ten after, the accompliſhment. anſwer to his prayer, 


the various revolutions, then about to take place in 
empires of the world, the reſtoration of the Jews; 


the rebuilding of Jeruſalem, were made known to Fa 


He received the cleareſt information concerning the 
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important events in futurity Were 
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| perſons the office, the work, ind the benefits. of the 
eat-Redeemer ;* the preciſe time of his appearance, 
r ſeventy weeks or four hundred and ninety years) - 
nature and deſign of his ſufferings ; the troubles p 
3 2 of the Church ; and the final conſum- 
- mation of all things, the reſurreRion of the dead, of 1 
mme to everlaſting life, and of others to n | 
ame and contempt. 

He had power with God and prevailed” 'in his ſe- 
eret devotions; he was "alſo highly uſeful in his tie 
capacity. Probably through his influence with 5 
the Jews were releaſed from their captivity, Al per: per- 
mitted to return to their own land; though he himſelf 

waintained his poſt, and, it is believed he died in Chal- 
dea, being far advanced in years.“ 

What a value, what an excellency is upon 
is character! You, who are wn ob and bowed 
down with old age, come and fee in Daniel, what 
Would be your perſeverance, feryency, and zeal. Is 

t not your duty, as much as it was his, to «endure to 
tte end“ to pray always and not to faint??? We | 
| fy not, that the like viſions and revelations are to be AE 
lvoked for: they are not wanted; as the ſacred canon 
pf che ſeripture, contain op every thing needful for our 
;  Mformation, is now cloſed, and — is to be added : 
te it. But ſtill, through the — and the faith | 
f Jefus, you' may enjoy communion with God; the | 
t of His countenance; the manifeſtation of his fa- 
your, which, «is better than life; the conſolations 
ef the Ho Ghoſt; the hope full of immortality; the 
ch paſſeth all underſtanding 3” *y = « Jo}; 
is unſpeakable and full of glory. 
Are theſe privileges, nothing? or {of are hep rig 
to v Would you cenſure, as n al 
—— re Rn rem bo Be drone? ron of religion; 
SS real devotion implies no more than ex- 
and a lifeleſs formality f Vou are content, 
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then 
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neſs and power of godlineſs ſhould 


*.3 


partake of their 


reve ſociety hereafter. 
May the faith, the zeal, the holineſs of Daniel ap- 
pear in all the followers, and eſpecially the miniſters of 
Chriſt, that they may, together with him, © ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for 


ever and ever!“ Amen, 
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| the office, the work; and the benefits. of the 
eat Redeemer; the preciſe time of his 

ſeventy weeks or four hundred and ninety years) : 
nature and deſign of his ſufferings; the troubles A 


, undperſecutions'of the Church; and the final conſum- 


mation of ill" things, the reſurreRion of the dead, of | 
ſome” to everlaſting life, and of others to Ari wony, | 
ſhame and contempt. 

He had power with God and prevailed” in his ſe- 
eret devotions; he was alſo highly uſeful in his Public 
capacity. Probably through his influence with Cyrus, 
the Jews were re from their captivity, and per- 
mitted to return to their own land; though he himſelf 
maintained his poſt, and, it is believed he died in Chal 
dea, being far advanced in years. L“ 

What a value, what an excellency is ſtamped upon 


e 


' this character! You, who are e and bowed 


down with old age, come and fee in Daniel, 

Would be your perſeverance, fervency, and vo: 2 

it not your duty, as much as it was his, to «endure to 

the end ?( to pray always and not to faint?” We 

my not, that the like viſions and revelations are to be 

Woked for: they are not wanted; as the ſacred canon 

of the ſcripture, containin 5 every thing needful for our 
information, is now cloſed, and — is to be added 5 
wit. But fil}, through the knowledge and the faith 


ht oft may enjoy communion with God; the 


t of His countenance; the manifeſtation of his - 
Wur, which, «is better than liſe;“ the — 1 
of the Ho Ghoſt; the hope full of. immortality; th 
ch all underſtanding ** 278 6 For 
ich is unſpeakable and full — 2 
Are theſe privileges, nothing? or — re they nothing 
to you? Would you e 2 

— 7 or expectation of 9 805 comforts chm, al 
woe that real devotion implies no more than ex- 
W 


and a lifeleſs formality ? You are content, 
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when God ſhall be glorifiedin them, Ar che ey in Him? 


Vet, unleſs you be made like them here, you will be 
for ever excluded from their ſpeiety herenſter. 

May the faith, the zeal, the holineſs of Daniel ap- 
pear in Se the followers, and eſpecidlly the miniſters of 
Chriſt, that they may, together with him, © ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament,. and as the ſtars for 
ever and ever!”* Amen. 
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N our contemplations on the ancient ſcripture hiſ- 
tory, we have had frequent occaſion to remark, 
t, as men have always been inclined to oppoſe and 


' Corrupt the religion which God has reveale ſo the 


eſtabliſhment and revival of it have moſt evidently pro- 


ceeded from Him. What thanks and praiſe do we owe 


to Him, who has graciouſly interpoſed, - at various 
_ to plant or reſtore his truth! His ſovereign 
providence directs and controls all perſons and tranſac- 
tions with a particular regard to the concerns of his 
Church. The mightieſt potentates and moſt exten- 
five empires are exalted or brought down, in order to 
fulfil his purpoſes for this favoured fociety. Accor- 
dingly He ſays, «© I will give men for thee, and peo- 
ple for thy 12 F | ; , | 
Years before We are now arrived at a very importan 
Chriſt, period, when by a wonderful diſpenſation 
36 the Jews were releaſed from their long cap- 


- tivity, conducted back again to their own land, and re- 


inſtated in many of their former privileges. As this 
was an event of the higheſt conſequence to that nation, 
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1 to preſerve religion in the world, and prepa- 
y ng the way for the appearance of the Gon Deltverer, 
1 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; as it is alſo a ſubiect, to Whicag 
*. there are frequent references in the Old Teſtament; it 
way be proper to take a diſtinct view of it, and en- 
deayour to draw from it. ſome uſeful inſtruRions for 
Their re-eſtabliſhment in Judea was not effected a 
at once, but at different times and by different means. 
They had been carried away at various ſeaſons; and 
they did not all return together. We ſpeak now of 
the firſt recovery of their liberty, as deſcnbed by Ezra. 
in the book which bears his name, and of which, no 
doubt, he was the author. ' on, 
It had been foretold by many of their prophets, that 
they ſhould be brought back, and Babylon be reckons - 
ed with in her turn. Iſaiah and Jeremiah, particular- 
had declared this in the moſt expreſs terms: for 
hey had aſſerted that their baniſhment ſhogld continue, 
oy their land lie deſolate, for ſeventy years; that their” 
releaſe ſhould be obtained in conſequence. of the de- 
ſtruction of Babylon, by a people who ahh + moſt” 
unlikely to accompliſh it, the Medes and. Perſians; 
Nay, very perſon, who ſhould be the inſtrament 
of thi t work, a heathen prince and an. idolater, 
was pointed out by name nearly two hundred years” 
before. 2 to theſe predickions, Cyrus, the” 
General of the Medes and Perſians, ſurpriſed and eons: 
quered Babylon, and deſpoiled it of its glory. He ſuc- 
ceeded Darius in the government, and, immediately 
upon his acceſſion, publiſhed a proclamation, permeing | 
the captive Jews to return to Jeruſalem, and to rebu 
| their  bemae here © co 8 
| Known unto God are all his purpoſes from the be- 
ginning of the world; and when events fo far diſtant, 
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ſo utterly beyond the reach of human corjeRure and 
| eontrivance, are. foretold' in the moſt circumſtantial. 
manner, we canhot ſurely doubt, that the information 
s received. from Heaven, Here, chen, 
| milbed with an indubitable proof « of the divine inſpira- 
tion of the prophets. The 18 _ 
me, chat theſe revolutions took place, e 
but by the appointment and himſelf, 
He therefore claims the for He ſays concern-- 
this very ſubject, «I wi work, and who ſhall let 
| N your ſake 1 Jah fent to Babylon, and 
bor broug Wan their nobles. I am the Lord, 
Holy One, the Creator of Tfrad, your King.“ * 
We. ſtand in admiration of that fovereign influence, 
whickt He exerts upon all, at the fine me that they 
2 their own wiſhes and defires. Daniel, probulily, 
$i have ſome aſcendancy over Cyrus; but we look 
er chan Daniel: «the Lord ſtirred up the ſpitit 
this prince, in order to verify his own declarations. 
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<« The king's heart is in the hand of che Lord, as 


the rivers of water: He turneth it whitherfoever He 


As 

It is a delightful employment to contemplate the di- 
vine. diſp 7 LEA tender and affectionate 
| Concert, 3 which the Lord watches over his people, 
Correcting them i in meaſure, only for their 7 

_and. returning, as it were with eagerneſs, to 
comfort-them with the aſſurances his love. „ He is 
faithful,” that promiſed: this is the ground of their ſe- 
2 80 1 jot N 4 wed ya fail. 
| ings, which He en to upon 
15 . « al} are come to paſs, and = 

thing, hath failed thereof.” 1 With this x 

God, who keepeth covenant and mercy to a c band 
generations,” W have to do. And ſhall we be afraid. 
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— ; for deliverance, 
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ſpake-of redemption from G 
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of ' what they foretold, and proclaims this merci 
releaſe to — enſlaved ſinners, — for themi 
rough the incarnation, Jerifice, and interoeſſion ß 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. „ The good tidings of great 
joy“ are announced to us: let us cry out with gratis 
tude and exultation;: — 2 ye keavens; for the 


m 
dirt 


Dre e pe 
ple did not claim the benefit. e wefs . 
comfortably ſettled in Chaldea, and therefore not deſi- 
rous of 4 — The immenſe difficutries of the» 
journey, and of forming a new ſettlement" in their an- 
eient country, mult lik e wife have dif call thoſe 
who had no ſpiritual views, no faith in or zeal - 
for his g we al _ took the advantage, whoſe 
minds — to 27670 ba wy — 8 
ove Was a at che . 22. ' 
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396 SCRIPTURE CHARACT ERS. 
| td be performed. Objections of this kind would en- 
of the ſons of men would accept the liberty which He 
|  beſtows, if God himſelf did not put ſorch his power, 
__ nnd tir up the ſpirit of ſome to comply qvith the offer. 
O, how highly indebted are they, Who are thus in- 
_ Elined to go — their natural ſtate of bondage, 
undd direct their faces taward Zion! 
Though manyy+ therefore, remained at Babylon, a 
numerous company, t with their principal 
Elders, the Prieſts, and Levites, took their journey; 
and, under the protection of Heaven, they were ſafely. 
Tonducted to Jeruſalem. Soon after their arrival 
there, they ſet up the altar of the God of Iſrael, ce- 
lebrated a bw feſtival, and preſented various oblations' 
- tw Him.« With much zeal and diligence. they made 
preparations for-the-rebuilding of the temple, that their 
religious ſolemnities might be renewed, For this pur- 
poſe Cyrus had reſtorec to them their ſacred. veilels, 
Which were carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
large contributions had been raiſed both among the 
Perſians and the Jews. In the ſecond year the founda- 
tions of the Lord's houſe were laid, under the direc- 
tions of r lineal deſcendant of David and 
their legal prince) and Jeſhua their high, prieſt, of the 
family of Aaron. When the | builders entered upon 
the work, a divine ardour ſeemed to pervade the com- 
pany. The Prieſts and Levites in their proper ap- 
> and with inſtruments of muſick, praiſed the 
Lord and gave thanks to Him, “ whoſe mercy en- 
Adureth for ever: the people alſo ſhouted with loud 
0 _ acclamations of gratitude and joy. The feſtivity, in- 
daeed, was in a meaſure interrupted by ſome. of the old 
perſons, who wept exceedingly, when they recollected 
the ſplendour of their former temple, ſo much grandex 
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2 time it —— Ai — b would be de- 
featod. . Their near neighbours, the . Samaritans, 
whoſe worſhip was a ſad corruption of the true religi : 
at firſt. pretended friendſhip ; but, when all intercom 
em was declined, their enmity clearly appeared; 
and, by falſe es and invidious miſrepreſentations, 
they ſo far prevailed with /the kings of Perſia, as to, 
top. the work during three or four. ſucceſſive reigns. 
At length the admonitions, and exhortations of the pro- 
ets, , Zechariah and Haggai, rouſed the ſpirit of the 
ews, eſpecially of their leaders Zerubhabel and Je- 
ua, who had probably ſunk. into a very culpable re» 
miſſneſs. T Being animated, then, by thoſe. pious teach - 
ers, they returned to the building with freſh ardour, 
and, upon being oppoſed as before, refuſed to deſiſt. 
The ruling, prince, Darius the ſecond, was appealed | 


to; and in a very ſingular, manner he patronized their 


ſcheme, and — it by a very liberal 2 
tion, from his own treaſures. 9 Thus, after many 
Years before delays, they finiſhed Mo — edifice, . 
.| Chriſt, then * it to God, and kept the 
515. feaſt of dedication with 0 8 ſolemnity and 
joy. Their faith and patience had been long tried z 
at laſt the Lord —— interpoſed for them: 2 


it was He, as they devo e. « who- 


op to 
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in the war he houſe of | 
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ie we TANG af ur ons; in being freed! 
from the diffeulties, with 222 abr) Sens 

gr eyed pare Pte her 4 che — 


| © ordininces which are adminiſtered among! us Will 


| wes directed Zechariah to fix our 


nee the e of many? 
For are there not _ „who deſpiſe the church of God, 
und refuſe to Joi ef our religious ſervices ? 


— | 0774 Hs by he contend car neſtiy for the exter- 
es, and yet remain deſtitute of "ol: devollew? 
Where, theri, their boaſted advantage 


- "White our thoughts are engaged upon this cram 
oft A 

nobler, a — oh bs He ſets before us the true 
Terubbad rehitect of his Church, the 
Lord Jeſus Wurd. « 2 — He ſhall build the temple 
of the Lord; and He ſhall bear the glory, and ſhall ſie 
and rule upon his throne,” and he ſhall be a prieſt upon 
His throne and the counſel of peace ſhall be between 
them both.“ This ſtructure riſes under His cure, 
even in our own * for He continues to lay one. 
ſtone upon another. Will you: lend your ' — cn 


725 towards furthering che great deſign? « They 


are far off,“ he, is mall come and build te 
temple of the „But there are many adver- 
ſaries: dificulties of vatious ſorts prevent the progreſs 
and increaſe' of this facred' edifice.” Tet let not the 
ſevereſt oppoſition or the moſt malicious accuſations 
diſcourage you: for the Lord preſides over his own 
_ work; and in due ſerſon it will be completed to his 
abundant praiſe. 4 He ſhall- bring forth the head- 
ſtone qt with-ſhoutings, crying; Grace, Grace 
wnto it!? T? 
Years b n Fer me tine after the te had been 
finiſhed; and the religious ſervices reſtored 

„ at Jeruſalem; matters ſtill wore an unfavour- 


Ale speck. Probably, the people poſſeſſed but Httle 


of the fervour of picty, and formed dangerous con- 
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meftions' with their idolatrous neighboars. '- But tie 
Lord would not ſuffer his own purpoſe to be fruſtratod 
nor his trath to periſh; and therefore He raiſed up- 
another inſtrument for the revival of his cauſes Buna, 
the ſcribe and the prieſt, a man moſt eminent for” his: 
learning, holineſs, wiſdom, and zeal# A large part 
of the nation had not returned from their Spb 
tivity; and Ezra himſelf ſtill reſided at Babylon, abnut 
eighty years from the firſt decree of Cyrus. But hie, 
mind was bent upon promoting. the welfare of Iſrael 
and accordingly he had applied himſelf to ſacred ſtudies, 
that he might be qualified to render them ſome eſſen- 
tial ſervice. * He had prepared his heart to ſeek the 
law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Iſrael 
ſtatutes and op nr Artaxerxes, then upon the! 
throne, being diſpoſed to favour him granted him a 
commiſſion to the extent of his wiſnes. For he gare 
him full powers to go to Jeruſalem, with as many of 
his countrymen as were inclined to accompany him, to 
e the government and eſtabliſh the divine wor- 
ſhip; and he himſelf, together with all his counſellors; 
contributed moſt liberally: to promote the deſign. +! 
In this inſtance, then, as in many others, the pro- 
phecy was fulfilled, «The ſons of ſtrangers ſhall build 
2 walls, and their kings ſhall miniſter unto thee.” $1 
e Lord God, in a ſovereign manner, ofcen impreſſes 
> fear of his majeſty upon thoſe,” who do not cordially- - 
ſubmit to him, and influences them to maintain his“ 
cauſe, though they are not ſincerely attached to it. 
„ Why ſhould there be wrath againſt us? faid Ar- 
taxerxes, He expected, probably, to expiate his own - 
guilt, and purchaſe peace with Heaven, though he till; 
remained an idolater. It is grievous, that thoſe," whos - 
go ſo far, will go no farther ; and that they ſhould cone» 
tinue in ignorance of that very religion, they under- 
ake to vindicate. They are uſeful to the Church of 
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. Clirift, and yet never become members of it. We: 
4 | HHould be thankful to God, however, who diſpoſes them 
| | to aſſiſt in his ſervice. Accordingly, Ezra devouty 

| on ed the divine interpoſition; « Bleſſed be 
od of our fathers, which bath put ſuch-a- 
I king's heart! D“! 
— Haar the man of God, with many 
eden whom the Lord ſtirred up to. accompany: him, 
prepared for the journey. But the difficulties and. 
C2-ID ers, which 2 by the way, were enough 
* are to travel to a _ — 
ert, expoſed to er 

Nr the rage of ra- 
venous beaſts, and the violent aſſaults of robbers, with 
approve . 

ons; in the e an 
— protection of | bong and Ezra would not aſk for a 
Fer leſt the king ſhould reproach him, as incon- 
with his own principles, or diſtruſtful of that 

God, on whom be had profeſſed the firmeſt depen- 
dence. Immediately, therefore, upon their departing 
from Babylon, he ſummoned his fellow travellers, and 
with them in faſting and prayer, that they might 
commit themſelves to the divine care, and implore all. 
needful aſſiſtance; . they proceeded in perfect 

3 Jeruſalem. « 

It is deſcribed by e prophets as a ſurpriſing diſpen- 

" fon of Providence, — they ſhould be Jed, ſupported, 

eſerved, throughout ſuch a 2 as this. The 

Lenk Mater is repreſented as going before them to 
conduct them, and as their reward alſo, to ſereen them 
from every attack ; making bare his arm in the ſight 
2 the nations, for the ſalvation of his people; open- 

ing a way in the wilderneſs and rivers in the deſert, to 
þ e drink to his people, his choſen; and engaging, 
no weapon f againſt them ſhould proſper. + 
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ht ger indeed, have a hig er reference, 
and di our attention to à di tion infinitely 
2 e 3 — of ſinners may their 
their pilgrimage to the eaven - 
82 85 under the oak and protection of their 
and Saviour. You bales — enſlaved 
to ſin and Satan, are exhorted to go forth | 
captviy, and ener on this pilgrim e. Difficulties. . 
— ers may awai for the En. 
ſent evil world, — ig which. you wy to paſs, is a 
deſert land, where ſome inſidious enemies ay e 
vour to inſnare, to plunder, and deſtroy you; where 
many ravenous beaſts ma _—_— you with violence. 
But'the Lord himfelf will th you by the way, as 
— Leader and —— He will provide for 
— ſhall neither hunger nor thirſt: He by, 
— place from the wind and a covert from 
the — as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 
ſaadow of à great rock in a weary land: and under 
His defence, whatever ſition may be raiſed, the 
redeemed of the Lord Mal return, "and © with 


ſinging unto Zion, and everlaſting joy ſhal upon 
— Read. Will not this ſulice? In ae, | 
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| — 
to — — like Ezra, 5 5 
em ea peer, to call ſinners out of their capti- 
ght and go before them in the way to Zion 
en- o ſooner had Ezra, arrived at Jeruſalem, than ne 
10 ſet himſelf with vigour to romote-the work of Gedy, 
ing; But he met with difficulties. © A confide- 
t KN able declenſion had taken place among the people 
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it required his utmoſt exertion. to re 
8 which had been admitted. ; #58 pen 
3 A ahde to the abominations of their heathen, neigh- 
 _ bours,. in conſequence of forming alliances and inter- 
9 marriages with them; and, what rendeted the cuſtom 
3H more general, i re- 
3 eee rulers were chief 
195 i. | 
oo We baue had frequent occalion,, in commenting on 
the ſacred. hiſtory, to remark the many bad fied, 
which follow from the connection of religious perſons 
wick thoſe, who know not God. It appears to have 
been clearly forbidden, and that on the juſteſt grounds, 
in order to preſerve the purity of revelation, and to 
. Bars all corruptions both in principle and prac- 
Teure of this kind have always been 
2 — chiefs of the moſt ſerious nature. 
While men and wotnhen conſult only their paſſions or 
their convenience, oy age ns their part - 
22 what can we expect, but that they will 
F tha jnamadu inf aouth, 
i the divine ordinances, conform to the world, 
2 e of God, and 
vices ol. the ags ALE: whither 


1 


bs, 


. KSA LCFTTF Es. BARS ETSOS?EC 


: 7 


they had deſerved; but he referred the matter to 
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and contrary to the expreſs command of 0 
. had Lt. 
— alliances with the heathens; and .. 
* 


2 4 8 . 
ol * 
* 
— 


4 


-\} 
Was this u needleſs concern? Or naher does it 4 
not become. each one of us to weep and to pray; be- 
_ 8 abounds ; eſpecially when we obſerve 
eclenſions and corrupt practices in ths 
Church of God? Are theſe nothing to us? Do they _ 
excite in us no painful ſenſations? .. Do we not feel 
emotions ſimilar to thoſe of Ezra, when we ſee God 
diſhonoured, his name reproached, and his cauſs 
linking into neglect? Then let us offer to Him owe _ 
— nacen} titions, that He may yet ariſe and have 
mercy upon Zion, . and e away our tranſgreſſions, 
But alas ! we have few pe dus like Ezra, to «ſand 
in the gap.” A genera conformity to de ee 
world has left us but little of the pow \ 
Even thoſe, who. ſhould poſſeſs the greateſt — * 
geal, c have not ſeparated themſelves from the people 
of the lands, doing according to their abominations,? | 
If we cannot —5 theſe abuſes, at leaſt een i 
ſhould weep for them in ſecret places. ,: 1178 
N . indeed, are bound by their ge ts cre : 
ri lament the prevalence of | 
r their abilities ans influence to — 4 —4 
The minifters of God, you will allow, 11, and hw 
warn, and exhort, *cry aloud and ſpare 
the people their tranſgreſſions. Without foaring FA! 
deſpleaſure, they muſt not only intercede with GM. wits 
for their converſion and forgiveneſs, but declare” his 
wrath againſt the offences, - 23 
general cuſtom, even 
4 chief in the treſpaſs.” cep 
2 A ey AO Peace; for if they N 
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not admoniſhyou- to: turn from your evil ways, from 

Pao0our pride, ſenſuality, and profaneneſs, your 4 blood 
will be required at their hands.” But Magiſtrates 


interfere in. a manner, which belongs not to 


Miniſters. They ſhould vigorouſly uſe the authority, 


with which they are intruſted, to prevent and pu- 


niſu outward irregularities, and « not bear the ſword. 


in vain.” .. a 


- Ezra was not only a preacher of righteouſneſs, but alſo 


- -- civil officer, commiſſioned with full power to regulate 


the affairs both of Church and State, to correct as 


well as cenſure abuſes. The diſtreſs, he had diſcover- 
ed, ſoon excited a general alarm among the people. 


Perhaps, he himſelf was ready to deſpond ; but when 
he perceived favourable marks of real contrition in 


them, and ſome perſons ef influence had promiſed him 
their ſupport, immediately with great earneſtneſs he 


entered on the work of reformation,* According to 


the law of Moſes, marriages with idolaters were ex- 
preſaly forbidden; and therefore it was judged 2 
w, | 


ent, agreeably to the ſpirit of that that 
28 away their ſtrange wives, or thoſe at leaſt 
who refuſed 


| aſſembled all the men of Judah; and, after reproving 


them for their ſin, he found them deeply ted-with a 


ſenſe of guilt, and unanimouſly reſolving to comply 


with his injunctions. Many of them © trembled at 
me commandment of God; and the whole company 
bound themſelves by a ſolemn covenant to do His will; 


ſo that, probably, through Ezra's exertions a — 


derable revival of religion took place. 


Veen before For a long time he continued to labour at 


Chris, Jeruſalem in the cauſe of truth and righteouſ- 
1%, neſs. Thirteen years afterwards, when he 


was ſuperſeded in his commiſſion as a wage 99 — 
appointment of Nehemiah, yet as a prieſt and a ſeribe 
Sway | | f 8 Ears, . 14 l p bes Ys 3 
he 


to renounce their Pagan ſuperſtitions. He 


de dul taught and exhorted the people. He br 


| ſition) and that he diſperſed correct copies of them 
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forth the word of God, which he read and ex 
to an immenſe congr ation, upon whom. his inſtruc- 
tions produced the beſt effects. It is generally ſup- 
zoſed, that he collected together the of the old 
N then received in the Church, (to which alſo 
he is thought to have added ſeveral of his own compa» 


4 


through the land. Thus his private ſtudies, as well as 
his public. efforts, were a. peculiar bleſſing, not-only 
during his own time, but to ſucceeding ages.—By, 
our various talents we may promote the intereſts of re- 
ligion in various ways. Such wiſdom, piety, and zeal; 
as we haye here contemplated, muſt be extenſively uſe. 


- "IF 
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* 


ful, We ourſelves enjoy the benefits of his labours; 


for the ſcriptures, which he compiled, are come 

to us. We thank God for theſe ſacred writings, now 
confirmed and illuſtrated 1 ſill clearer 3 
of the new teſtament, They are the ground of our 
hope, the rule of our conduct, the ſource of all our 
conſolation. Let us value them as we ought, and en- 
deavour, like Ezra, to ſpread. them in the wor 
This muſt be the moſt effectual method to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan unto 


God.“ To this, in a great meaſure, we muſt aſcribe 


the ſucceſs of our Reformers; nor can we expect any 


great increaſe of genuine and fervent piety, except the 


word of God be generally read and expounded among 
Esra has exhibited an illuſtrious pattern to the mi⸗ N 


niſters of God, who ſhould learn from him to « take 


heed unto themſelyes and unto their doctrine.“ He 


prepared his. own heart to ſeek the law of the Lord, 


and to do it; and then he inſtructed the people. In 
vain do they attempt to teach others, if they be not 
themſelves impreſſed with divine things, and cltabliſhed 


® Nehem, viii. 1, &. 
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in the love of the truth. Their own hearts muſt feet 
the reality and excellence of thoſe principles, which 
they inculcate ; or elſe they will never preach with 
wneſtneſs, nor will their exhortations be attended 


” with any good effect. All the faithful ambaffaders of 


Dit muſt be able 22 with the Apoſtle, « We be- 
hee, and therefore we ſpeak.”* k {pak 
Hut this is not the concern of your ſpiritual Paſtors 
Ane. Whatever be your ſtation or abilities, you are 
required to exert yourſelves for the” honour of God 
- and the advantage of his Church. Come to the help 
e the Lord: JE proceed not ny this work, 
While you are ſolicitous to reform and fave others, be- 

Th gin ith yourſelves, Conſider the worth of your own 
uls; and then the ſouls of your fellow creatures will 

of infinite value in Jour eſteem ; and when 


| n with the demands of the Goſpel, +] 


» » taſted its ſweetneſs, you can direct, counſel, and en- 


courage them. Is it your deſite? Ah! 2 
are perfectly indifferent about the eternal ſtates 
df themſelves and of all around them! The miniſ- 


den ind people af God, all fee the necefiity of ex- 


ry. eſs and unwearied diligence: and are 
vou at liberty to trifle with divine things, as if they 


Pere of no importance? While you-hear of any one 


lying himſelf out in the ſervice of his God, and for the 

teſt intereſts of men, you ſhould be afraid for your- 

_  felves; for ſuch an inſtance will render your remiſſneſs 
the more inexcuſable, . May God pour out his Spirit, 
to enlighten his Church with the knowledge of his 
word, and inſpire every member of it wich an abun- 

Yant meaſure of faith, love and zeal, that He may be 
K Plorified among us through Jeſus Chriſt! Amen. 
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no account, 1 5 direct our whole attention to the little 1 
remnant of Iſraelites, who had Juſt eſcaped from their 
nn for the ſmall ſociety of the Church is dear- © 

0 Oo than all the families, or all the empires of 
. earth., An EzRA and a NESEMITAH are more 
truly honourable than the moſt renowned warriors and Ws 
philoſop hers of the Pagan world. 4. 

"The biltoty of Nehemiah vety properly follows that _ 

of Ezra, with which it is immediately connected; for 
the former fucceeded the latter, as Je of Jeru- 
em, at the diſtance of about twelve years. The re. 
ſtoration of the Jews was not then complete, Many 
had gained a comfortable ſettlement under the e 
in different parts, who might therefore be unwilli 
return. Of this fort, probably, was the father of 
:hemiah, who feems to have poſſeſſed conſiderable Us 
dit at Shohan, where he e for his- on Place 
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BY he<exerted all his influence m i behalf" of his 
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9 rank and profit, the office 8 to 


I ation; | 2 
luoceiting any favour on the prince, to whom he miniſ- 


tered; nor did he fail to improve the for 
iſtreſſed 


countrymen the Jews. 
We have 3 from ge .— chat perſons 
ma even in a palace, 
ee 
deed, they are — to peculiar ſnares and difficul- 
ties; but on this very account the grace of God is 
5 — the more, by their firmneſs, courage, and 
* perſeverance in the profeſſion and defence of true reli- 
| Such was Nehemiah: may we, in à lower con- 
dition, be enabled to reſiſt the temptations which beſet 
us, and not be aſhamed to avow ourſelves on the ſide 
2 the 5 57 people of God] May we labour, with 
awearied, diligence, . to promote the intereſts of his 
PE ne pn Se 
- Jerulajem, «to raiſe up cay ˖ 
5 '£ 10 repair che br breaches ! * . 
Veste before; He delt in the court of. Artaxerxes 
e Where he might have lived in eaſe, 
445. ſplendour, an every * gratification; 
but he was willing to forego all private conſiderations, 
wen the glor of God wWas at = It may appear 
| — icious, if thoſe pretend, to renounce the warld... and 
to be dead to its enjoyments, Who are cut off ſrom al 
pobility of attaining them; but to xeject its enticing 
offets, an then to be crucified. to i it, * ag Ke 
cited to join in its ewf Bree is a ſtron 
and an illuſtrious diſplay, of divine grace. e 1 
already ſeen, in the 1 hou of Moſes and Daniel, that 
cc faith oyercometh the rf and the very ſame ex- 
cellent ſpirit, which they diſcovered amidſt the magni- 
ficence of a palace, reſted on Nehemiah, His great. 


n irkſome to him, when he * 
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Wat te people of God to whom he thought it his hon- 
our to be allied, were in great affliction and re- 
proach,” left defenceleſs and expoſed to the aſſaults 


of their ſurrounding enemies. « Hefat downand wept, 


and mourned certain days, and faſted, and prayed be- 
fore the God of heaven.“ He confeſſed the juſtice” 
of God in their ſevereſt calamities, and, from the ge- 
membrance of former gracious deliverances, implored 
his merciful interpoſition, and particularly requeſted, 
that the. king's heart might be diſpoſed to favour and 
aſſiſt his plan. 

The diſtreſs of e 
of his countenance; and to the enquiries of Artax- 
erxes concerning it he frankly declared, that it aroſe 


from the deſolate condition of Jeruſalem. f He was 


then encouraged to make known his wiſhes ; but, be- 
fore he offered his petition, though he was waiting as 
an attendant in the royal preſence, he darted up an 
earneſt ſupplication to Hea for the ſuccels of it. 
We fear, Get piety as thjs.is uncommon in a courtier,- - 
But, wherever we are, in all our concerns and ander- 
takings, it is incumbent upon us to 4 commit our way 
unto the Lord: nor can any ſituation or circumſtan- 
ces prevent us from n p by an 
culatory kind of addreſs, ich, though ſhort 2 2 
terrupted, generally. diſcovers a peculiat ardour of 
mind, and prevails: to obtain the bleſſing. Le may be 


uſed in a croud, as well as in the cloſet. 


Aſter ſeeking to God for directon and afliſtance, 
we ares be the more emboldened to proceed. Nehe- 
olicited leave of his Sovereign to go, and build 

and fortify Jeruſalem; nor did he fail in his requeſt. 
Hear his grateful acknowledgment, « The king grant 
ed me, according to the good hand of my God upon 
me. What a firm perſuaſion did this 3 of the 
over-ruling influence of God upon the heart of his 


n 1 fry . 237 Fs 5 


more precious, as being received in anſwer to prayer, 
Will not this reprove the inſideliey, we kad almoſt 
laid the Atheiſm, of many amongſt us? In purſuing 
F 
dun i acquire 

| 98 Gino al 549 » pine ae the hrs of 


e to Heaven, have you been 
Py loud in your thankſgwings, as you were in your 
cries for deliverance? Is it the language of your 
minds, „This has been granted me, according to the 
hand, of my God upon me? 
his deln e for the exerution of 
85 conducted 8 e- 
hemiah leſt the court, and 3 — 2 
_ and us. joutney, animated with this one defire, 
cc to ſeek the welfare of the children of Iſrael.. How 
rare is ſuch ſelfdenial, ſuch a readineſs to ſuffer for re- 
ligion! Many, who ſpeak well of Chriſt, and profeſs 


the ſtrength of their attachment is tried, are 
to- ſacrifice their - pleaſures, eaſe, or preferment : 
therefore they care not that the Church is haraſſed and 
_ opprefied, while they are eagerly purſuing their own 
private advantage and indulgence. Abt where ſhalt 
we find any r of the pious difintereſtedneſs 
of Nehemiah, who, from an — to God 
and his people, forſook the palace of Artaxerxes, and 
ſubimitted 1 to a ſlate of difficulty, ra wank! af 
ſition at Jeruſalem! - | 
This was the city, which God had choſen $0/put his 
name there, in which the * built, and the 
holy ſolemnities adminiſtered, hile 2 there- 
fore, remained in a defolate condition, there could be 


but little of che progreſs of religion. Much had 
deen 1 Zerubbabel and Ezra, to repair her 


waſte 8 11 Nehemiah to 
accompliſh. 
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Ks rojal Maſter! The 'favour procured was, alfo, the 


| extreme difficulties you have — 
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good. wiſhes for the advancement of his eauſe, when | 
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achonipliſn. The walls were broken down, and the 
inhabitants continually liable to the incurſibns and de- 
vaſtations of their hoſtile neighbours. Behold, then, 
this zealous governor, exertin himſelf for the reſtora- 
tion and defence of Zion. had mourned and pray- 
ech for her; now, with an aſtoniſhing firmneſs and ar- 
D H ee et 
half. Soon after luis arrival, he began the nec 
Ne and, to prevent his deſigns being 
trated; he carefully examined the ſtate of the” city 
by | night. Having aſſembled the prieſts and ru- 
lers, he declared his purpoſe, and the object of his 
commiſſion, and exhorted them to focomd his endea- 
vours with the utmoſt vigour. ' im N 
toil upon others, to which he wo 
mit: be did not leave it to underlings, bir Cones 
ſaid he, und let us build Ar- Jeruſalem, 
that we be no more = re Nerd vet" 

U Tee, bald fot who could 
OW 


*k Let us riſe 
up and/build.” 8 1 
rn 7 40 1575 T4 BI) 4 


The application to ourſelyes ihn. 
I has long) ſince' been-deſtroyed; but e Chiirelt 
of Chriſt ſolicits your help. Is not this holy city deſo- 


late, and: expoſed to yarious aſſaults ? An — 
conſideration. of its low ſtate cauſe you any grief? DA 
you faſt and pray, and labour to promote its advance- 
ment? Though you poſſeſs not the power and ab- 
ties of Nehemiah, are you exerting what you have? 
It may be expedient for yon to exhort others; but let 
them ſee that you yourſel ves are in earneſt, and that 

decline no which you would enjoin therm. 
Vour eounſels will be moſt likely to be Het, when 
recommended by your own 2 e fear, that 
other inferiour concerns, buſineſs, pleaſures,” or the 
ſupport of a party, engage your attention; and that 
r and her welfare are 9 to you. Perhaps, 


1 


„ 
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44 are ſo far from building up, that you would demo- 

the walls of Jeruſalem. Ah! what madneſs is this ! 

for 4 God is in che midſt of her;“ and will _ 
ſume to fight againſt the omnipotent Jehovah . 

The pleas, commonly urged in excuſe;for inaQtvity 

and inconantica.; are ſuch as theſe, We are ſo feeble 


\ | '- eat cn le 


thing: At were vain to make any attempt for the hon- 
Sur of God in our narrow ſphere of action. If 
you think meanly of yourſelves, it is well > but if you 
are 41inwilling to put yourſelves to 'trouble, or if 
e or ſtrength, protection, and ſue- 
- ceſs-in ſhe performance of your you are « the 


— and unbelieving,—the wicked and ſlothful ſer- 


| ” who. will be. «caſt into outer darkneſs,” ; 
| : 45 i iculties are in the way: — Then be the more 
vigorous to overcome them. « But we have many 
5 adverſaries: indeed you muſt have, if you work 
| the work of God: and if this argument be of any 
weight, Nehemiah might have remained at Shuſhan, 
WW e ſhall obſerye, that, he poſſeſſed ſo excellent 
a ſpirit, and acted oo ſuch pure, diſintereſted mo · 
tives, he was reſiſted and vilified, as if he had been 
tze baſeſt character. Vet he perſevered and proſpered, 
againſt the bittereſt perſecution. May we learn, to 
* à ſimilar meekneſs, firmrieſs, and cou- 


3 OE FIRES 
2 ——— emies diſcdyered the utmoſt chagrin, 
They to —— and ridicule. his attempt; but 
he. not their words, declaring, that he truſted 
in the God of heaven. for ſupport,” The oppoſition 
| ſeenied to increaſe in its violence ; yet, while they ſet 
upon him with.a mixture of contempt and-indignation, 
he — himſelf. to prayer, and committed bis cauſe 
— a bg Ss ogy Jery 
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1 blem with an armed force, and demoliſh the fic» | 
His own mir wa. roy alſo, were diſpirited; and, 
* exceſs they deſired to decline the 
further proſecution of the — But the good ma 
1 unſhaken and undaunted; and by his 8 
pious conduct the adverſaries were utterly baffled- 
He ht help from God by fervert ſupplication and 
ſame time neglected not the proper means of de- 
— for he appointed a watch to obſerve their mo 
tions day and night. By his animated addreſs he raiſed 
the drooping minds of his countrymen; and afterwards* 
they proceeded: with uncommon. cheerfulneſs and vi- 
our. Even while they continued to labour with one 
Bd in the other they held a weapon; and ſo inceſ-- 
fant was their attention to the work, that they did not 
allow themſelves to put off their clothes for ſleep. 
How eminent a pattern of entire reliance upon God, 
accompanied with circumſpection and diligence in 
095 notwithſtandin 12 difficulties and diſtreſs I 
Theſe ſtrenuous e oem for the fortifying of the city” 
ſeem to 2 been interrupted awhile by the e ee 
of the pe who were involved in the heavieſt cala 
mities.“ Otel the preſſure of famine, they had 
been obliged to mortgage their lands and houſes, and 
2 to ſell their children to their richer 3 for 
che purchaſe of proviſions, and the pa of he 
king's, tribute. They therefore re —— ir grie 
vances to. Nehemiah, and ſtated, that the 1 
tion and crueky had been practiſed upon them. Imme=-- 
diately he took up their cauſe, me fo ſet himſelf with: . 
eat firmneſs to procure them redreſs. He rebuke 
Go new of power and opulence for their uſurious and. 
2 conduct, declaring, It is not goed that ye 
ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God, be- 
ee, of the reproach of the heathen, our enemies? 
1 5 Gecidle argument for Fe n oy 
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M 2. infl Hav 
ay it its proper influence upon us e 
Es bebe propre en wa f 
Tit and behaviour, and would not fail to jreproach us 


, with the leaſt inconſiſtency? On their account, there- 


fore, we ſhould be the more careful, „to walk in the 


fear of our God:“ and thus an Apoſtle exhorts, 


% that the name of God and his doctrine be not 


blaſphemed.”* - 


The pious governor, not content with reprovi e 


| correted the abuſe. He required the nobles and 


rulers to make reſtitution,” and promiſe by a — 
covenant; never to renew the extortion. His exam- 

ple, indeed, might have ſhamed them out of their mean 
and injurious practices. He had left a ſituation of 


. great caſe, honour and profit ; and not only forbore to 


receive the ſupport due to his office for twelve years, 
but at an immenſe expence maintained his numerous 


attendants, in order to carry-on the work, 'and hoſpi- 


tably entertained at his table above a hundred and 

pe more. For all this he expected no recompence 
from men; but he rejoiced in the thought, that it 
would be fayourably regarded by a faithful and gracious 


God. ——Fhis is fuck » an inſtance of noble and difin- 
tereſted liberality, as is rarely to be met with. Yet 
wherever the love of God expands the heart; the hand 
alſo will be open to promote his cauſe and relieve his 

Let us beware of covetouſneſs, which is ini- 
mien to true religion, and has been the foucre of infi- 
nite miſchief and miſery in he world. * gp 
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poſition : and this, too, was aided {ys Canons r= 


Wet; 4 ® x Tims whe 2. e 2 Ifa, xxxli. 8. 
| | reſpondence, 


truly concerned for the glory of God 
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yeſpondence, which ſome of the nobles within the city 
deſtroy kim, or to divert him from his work through 

him to a fri 


terror. They 32 to invite 
conference ; but he diſcovered their malicious deſign, 
and therefore prudently replicd, that fuch and ſo im- 
portant were his engagements, as not to allow the leaſt 
avocation. Four times together they failed of fucceed- 
ing by this artifice. Then they caſt upon him the old 

reproach, that his only object was to ſtir up ſedi- 
tion,. and renounce his allegiance to his prince. The 
infamous charge was denied with all the firmneſs of 
integrity; yet it occaſioned ſome fear in the minds of 
the people: and Nehemiah found it neceſſary to implore 


Sn iſe of God. Car r e 
ſche: 


At laſt they contrived another : under a p 
tence of "conſulting his ſafety, they wiſhed to 

him into a diſhonourable — in which they would 
have triumphed. They therefore hired a falſe prophet, 
who foi a revelation, and adviſed the governor to 
take refuge in the temple, that he might preferve his 


ed as before ; for, with an undaunted courage, a ſtead» 
ice upon God, and a ſtrict regard to the | 


* Vou, 


aware, that ſimilar ſnares will probably be laid for you, 


and that a fimilar caution. and fortitude on your part 
will ſecure you from ma 8. Vour enemies 


— 


«a 
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the charge, without being diſheartened by it; and cry 


earneſtly to God, that amidſt their clamours, He would 


t ſtrengthen your hands. They may endeavour to 
terrify you ede. menaces; and if they ſo far pre- 
vail as to ſtagger your faith, they will ſucceed to your 
| hurt, How awful will be the 2 if «a 
ſtandard-bearer faint,” if a Chriſtian of peculiar emi- 
nence or long continuance in the Church, fall from his 
ſteadfaſtneſs, or renounce his principles !. Be read 
therefore to anſwer, „Should ſuch a man as I flee?” 
Their deſign was to reproach Nehemiah with the 
very ſin, to which they tempted him: and this is the 
common practice of Satan and his agents. They will 
ropoſe and recommend to you ſuch a conduct, as they 
know to be inconſiſtent with your character and en- 
gagements; and if you comply, they will deſpiſe and 
upbraid you for it. But by a bold and ſtriẽt adherence 
to your religious profeſſions, you will impreſs them 
— ag a ſecret: reverence and eſteem for you; at leaſt, 
vou will appear honourable in their eyes, even though 
they hate you. Thus you will confound their purpo- 
ſes, whilſt you are proof 2 ſeduction. Thus, 
alſo, you "i e to yourſelves the protection of a 


' faithful, Almighty God, who will preſerye-you amidſt 


multiplied dangers, and proſper your pious deſigns for 
the ory of his name. 1 : TI OT AIM 


"At length, in fifty two days, the city was incloſed, 


the wall completed, and the gates ſet-up, through Ne- 
hemiah's uncommon aſſiduity and perſeverance. [Then 
| indeed his malicious opponents were aſtoniſhed, and 
dejected, and conſtrained to acknow the hand of 
God in the event. They were much caſt down in 
their aye ues for they perceived that this Work was 

wrought of our God. Such alſo: will be 1 40 0 
1 — who by patient continuance in well 

ing ſeek for and bonour, and immortality.“ 


| The Lord, whom you ſerve with diligence and wh 
will ſupport you through all your trials, and — iy | 
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S that which concetneth you.“ 4 They, 


who hate you, will ſee it and be aſhamed.” + 1 | 


« they ſhall be troubled with terrible fear, and 
be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of your ſalvation; fo far 


beyond all chat they looked for,” . | How wretched,” | 
then, is their ſtate, to whom it wil be ſaid, « Behold, 


ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh 1” $. 


The work of fortification being nets op ger meds 


ſures were adopted for internal ab regulation; Ne 

deputed ache a. men, who ſhould take 3 

the town, of its government and defence, —_ 7 

* ly, returned to the court of Artaxerxes. But 
had a higher concern for his countrymen, than 


merely of a political kind; for it Was his grand object 


to eſtabliſh: among them the ſervice an worſhip 
God. In conjundlion with Ezra, the fcribe, he — 
the ſeriptures to be publiely read and expounded to 
them; the good effects of which immediately appeared. 
They — confeſſed, and lamented with deep» contri - 
tion a diſtreſs, the heinouſneſs of their guilt ; yet he 
encouraged them, for that ſeaſon eſpecially, to indul 

a holy joy as this would miniſter ſtrength to their — 4 
and bear them up above all their trials- Ihe celebra- 
tion of the ſacred feſtivals,. appointed by the law, 


renewed. A ſolemn faſt was inftituted, and kept with a 


peculiar ſeriouſneſs b y all the people. They aſſembled 
before God with all 
acknowledged their iniquities, and earneſtly implor 


the divine forgiveneſs and favour te them. x 
Nor was this all: they entered: into an. expreſs core- 
nant with God, detfaring their entire devotedneſs ta 
cement, which- they ſigned and 

, themſelves to take the word of 
God. for their "guide and direction, 40/renaunes: alk inti- 


Him in. a written 
ſealed, * "They b 
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bs God with all the folemnities of devotion; and loud 
_ acclamations of 


8 of civil ſoci 


antious to ſp 


the world, more than priſons, chains, and — 
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mate. connections with their idolatrous neighbours, to 
of the ſabbath, and to 


nit every 
Tiers with great care and exadtnefs to all the ſervices 
the temple.® Nehemiah alſo provided for the bet- 


| He Mines of ths tg Tyyrentg 46 an inereaſe of 


its inhabitants. For that purpoſe he ordered, that, be- 
ſides the rulers and thoſe wha offered themſblves free. 
2 ery tepth 1410 -ohs warfare cer rune 
NE Ot rt td: On or Fane 88 

neceſſury regulations being ſettled, the of the 
town, ' ere&ed with ſo much labour, were dedieated 


ratitude and joy were raiſed to Him, 


Who had e to protect die plies for his own 


a through ths whole of this bi. 
| yt Purple be. ht, pious 


rnor is an invaluable 
7 religion be not, as ſome aſſert, a 
ate engine : it is admirably adapted +0 promote 
the wells and proſperity of nations, as well as of in- 
dividuals. Thoſe, then, who deſpiſe and oppoſe divine 
revelation, are the greateſt enemies, not only to the 
fpiritual and eternal intereſts, but to the temporal 8 

t 


FPineſs and ſecurity, of their fellow erestures. 


ourſelves, who,” while" they plead 
ethinking,” 1 . the v 5080 


A we have am 
what they call « 


firm] believe the fer n will a be 
227 the knowledge of them, 2 wi ap- 


point and 4 15 the ſolemn celebration 'of che gene 


ordinances. © They will moſt effeQually. conſult the 
real good of the community, by providing public 


means of inſtruction in the word of God. For we 
doubt. not, that the faithful preaching of the Goſpel, 
ſeriouſly attended to, would repreſs the wickedneſs of 
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| —— Perſian court;. and after fome time 


\ eee e kin e; at 


* +430 . leave of the king to revifit Jeruſalem,*. ; 
his abſence various abuſes were 1 


; fo 
tinually prone is man to depart from the way of ri 


con- 
e ee e ee from 
5 to be reclaimed! 1 — 


bi pollen \novwichſiing his bg en 


reprehended'the rulers for their: defernon-0 


e Te et the Lord, wh negated an 
huts: "Dy of te Lon ls Egge ap 


| . in contem of an expreſs command» 


ment. But the pi rate reproved and threats 
— "the. fenders, and thus checked the horrid: viola- 
How impobrtunt an for the attentibn of 
Ebene Jas de ſtrict obſervation ob: the ſabbath 
not only'weceffary to the progrefs;. and the very be- 
ing, of tetiglen, but alt conduc a ER 1c 
welfare-of{ociety. : - BR ie wit - 
Ire rmat riag ts with 'idolaiers hath Gkowife prevailed 
afrefls, us dero again the amhority of Nehemiah in- 
terpoſe He very tharphy cenſared; warned ànd pur 
niſhed! the guilty perſons, though ſome tre high in 


rank and office; and, after ſeparating them from their 
profane connodions,'ve obliged thaw: do er % 
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ſolemn Covenant with God,-that they auI 
new then. Let Chriſtan believers keep at D 


from ſuch alliances. as: theſe, leſt — or diſ- 
3 A ni! faith! make 


an ap has 3 8 through this whale t and 
end ef this' holy den ar anion abhorrence of 
evi}, and a zealous: concern fur the ſetviee and glory 
of God; -a diſregard of his weg ect ee 
a: readineſs to ſuffer any thing fon the good of! the 
Jon tern, not to ; 
qr an wp The Sees 
| afliſt in the work 
N wanted et . 
f 1 ate 1 vane 


ic 


148 ge 


Teen regs: Convinced of e | 
4 ent of its moſt -holy. dates, Ah 1 
— ere e 
the preſence of his God and 2 for “ in His Pome 
EY no man living be juſtified.” But We apprehend, 
that Nehemiab ſpake not with, 5 arrogant expecta- 
tions of 20Phariſee, as if he had any claim upon God 
. for his ſervi or truſted to them for his acceptance 


» Nebem. v. 19. Allie 1% 31. f Plal, cali. 2. 
r. b off 4 bilo A, EC 
rz at : - i. . s 3 1 on 
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and ſalvation For it is evident, he. felt and confeſſed 
himſelf a ſinner, who could demand nothing from God, | 


* 


„ 8e n agg e err = 


N 
5 


me, according to the greatneſs of thy mercy ]“ 
17 acknowledgement from men: 


er e SA ES nf IE ET Sen ln” . 


NEHEMTAH 
on the ground of juſtice, ne 


zecalte;-that: he receiyed no Ne ee 


- y under wr ning fron: and 8 g te 

ur om. ore whom 
haben of. Turns — — brewed d at. their. 
tans, ke might Jock wp to od with a cheerful hope, 
F 


e voter eee e . 


might e pray, upon me, my e for 


oo ooning ing to it, work rem have done ** this people.“ 
£ W 9 We rom the jud = 

ment of a that of * greãt Cocke of bears. 

as to our ſincerity, and can be content to wait for the 
retribution.of our ſervices till the laſt day. We may 
ſafely rely upon the promiſe, and even plead it wi 

God, that a cup of cold water, adminiſtered to a diſ- 
eiple from a real regard to Chriſt, ſhall not be unno- 
ticed. ---It' is: not inconſiſtent with faith, but rather an 
enetciſe of it, to expect and atk: what He has pledged 
himſelf to beſtow. While we have reſpect unto the 


recompence of reward, we remember, this is given 
us by the Covenant, and js entirely « of grace, nat of 


debt. For after a life of unwearied activity, and ex- 
tenſiye uſefulneſs, we ſhall ſtill ſee; cauſe to abhor our- 
ſelves; and fepent in duſt and aſhes, and muſt cry out 


with Nehemiah, 4 Spare me, O my 8 W 
| ee eee | 
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is the wiſe and graci of 

that his Church in general, as a ſociety, and each 
its members in particular, muſt paſo through much 
tribulation. They are called to le vrith a varie- 
ty 'of: difficulties, in ſome of which ſeem almoſt | 
overwhelmed; © ready to perifh/” - But, while chkir ; 
faith is thus put to the trial, the g ef God is: - 
 nifeſted in their hay conduct; His power, truth, and | 
love are di d by the reals wrought. for 
them. An infallible aſſuranee alſo is g mat 
they ſhall _ prevail over all the oppoſition of their 
enemies, and be /preferye>to- the heavenly kingdom, 
where they ſhall be crowned with ider and glory fo 

| 

) 


- 
* 


ever. 15 
We have had fr t end dels to remark; that 


equen | 

man's natural averſion to real godlineſs, which at all 

- times diſpoſes him to perſecute, has in fome inſtances 
wry pips to proceed fo far, as to threaten the 


To 
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| for lis great name's fake, to the comfort of 
his and th mes der ies. * The 
wicked plotteth againſt the | gnaſhoth upon 
He feeth that his d. wy vere. yay is is'# generul 
obfervation; which been verified in every age: | 
fall now find it to be Muſtrate@ and e 


you alway, even unto the end of the world r 
s Title narrative relates a particular deliverance 


of Ahafuerus, one of the Perſian monarchs. He 
have been the ſame with that Artaxerxes, 


8 
from Ezra received his commiſſion: for at the 


period, to which theſe tranfactions are referred the 


Jews 
Jon captivity, but were A diſperſed in very large 


numbers throughout the Perſtan dominions. The Hook - 
has its name from Efther, who was à principd'inftruc 

ment of my ot the deliverance; but it direds 
our attention to two other characters, who are 
confpicuous in the hiſtory, Haman a bitter' perſecutor, 
and Whordecai à zealous defender, of the Church. 


May we all learn from it the folly, ſin, and danger of 


e inſt God, and be - ore of the fe- 
ity And happinefs of his people amidſt all their trials, 
as bo Join the Geber and fay, „We will go with 
youg Jar he have heard that Goo in with youu 


9 * 


td. l. 12, 13. f Matt, u 20,” 1 Zech. vile 23, 
24 The 


$ 


** The Lord God, who is perfectly acquainted, with 


15 go deſiſt e. ſeed of Abrahan\. © We for- 
[4 5 ell upon the magnificence, luxury, and ex- 
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Years befors his own plans and purpoſes from the begin- 
Chriſt, about e. had — prepared, in the court 


460, an advocate and a patron for 


ceſs ber which the celebtated in his 

ve a cad the divorce of 85 
But in that event we perceive and 
ire the end influence of Jehovah, whoſe 
e it 4s n of men, ſo 


to render chem bſervient to his own 85 Whilſt 
follow their hearts defires, they proceed 


| 53 is cou els deter- 


. To ſupply the place of the diſcarded Vaſhti, another 
conſort was to be choſen: and do we not won- 


| der, that Eſther, a young Jeweſs, ſhould be raiſed to 


this honour? She was then in a ſtate of captivity at 
Shuſhan; and, being an orphan, ſhe had been brought 


up by ber couſin Mordecai, to whom ſhe gud the at- 
tention and obedience due to —.— 1 ſſeſſed 
that 3 


ſuch a peculiar gracefulneſs 
attracted the notice, and gained the * 7 the 


| king. At Mordecai's requeſt, we had not diſcovered 


her extraction; as that might have prevented, her ad- 


Vancement. But we are to aſeribe her exaltation to 


God, who . putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, 
who ( raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, that He may 
ſet him with princes: & for He had deſigned to make 
uſe of her influence at court for great good. Morde- 
ans eee rument.in 


Heb N e purpoſe. But for ſome wn; he re- 
ranch low ſituation as a porter, or inferior 2 
— in | 


palace. Vet eyen there he 
2 ſervice, as intitle him to the eee and pave 
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the eee For he ſaved the 
hfe of by detecting and diſoloſing a con- 
* — "had BS formed againſt him: How 
wy Lap one little incident lead to another, and 
AK ird, on which events of the nn, 

tance to the whole world finall depend 

- Such was the poſture of when Haman | roſs 
to the firſt dignity in the Rate, and obtained the place 
of prime miniſter over that extenſive empire. He is 
ſu to have been of the curſed ſeed of Amalek, 
a deſcendant of Agag, whom Saul had been com- 
marided to deſtroy: and, for that reaſon perhaps, he 

might be e ve to the Jews, their 
decided enemy, 2 king had enjoined perſons of all 
ranks to bow down to Haman with the utmoſt rever- 
ence and homage; and Mordecat alone refuſed to ren- 
| der him this honour. It may not be. eaſy to aſcertain 
the true motive for his refuſal. | His objection, ſproba- 
bly, was not merely that Haman was of a profane cha 
racter, but either that he required an idolatrous kind 
olf veneration, or that he {| from that pation; 

whom God had pronounced accurſed and ordered to be 
extirpated. + As leaſt, from Mordecai's general repu- 
tation we preſume, that he acted on this occaſion, not 


from pride or obſtinacy, but from a real conſcientious 


ciple, - Such a treatment, however, from a perſon 
po much his inferior, Haman not bear. And 
now we ſhall behold. in this Amalckite the moſt deteſ- 
table tempers, and the miſerable effects: of hatred, ma- 
lice,” and an unſatisfied, diſappointed ambition. 
He was full of wrath; and immediately he pro- 
 ceeded to ſeek revenge. Ho inſatiabſe was his re 
The!blond of one poor Jew would not ſuffice: he 
_ termined that thouſands ſhould bleed with him. ing 
informed of Mordecai's extraction and religious ſcru- 


Ech. ii. 1, Kc. + Dr. Prid. Connect. Part i, Book 5. £ 


_ ane 
' .\ "Theo 
| 


_ erder that he 
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wh wor degeher, hy i it were poſible, © he 


. 
3 then, r 
in Haman; 


; prevailed i 
 "to:thew,| though not to myers what was 1 2 
With all the f of an-idolater he caſt lots, in 


might be directed to the moſt conveni- 
ent day forthe execution of his plan: and even this 
very circumſtance: the Lord himſelf over-ruled: - For 
the nutter was ſo delayed, as to afford time enough to 
prey — fingular,. obſtinate, . om 
| — 

a temper, that it 9 _ of the 
vernment to deit AT the po 
. — "Deir ur G 
regard to or hat a r impo- 
tic, mercileſs cd! and how 0 d muſt be the 


e 10 
| 3 project. But, though fin - 
„ as it were, to the very 
e at, an inviſible, Almighty Power « puts 
„ and his bridle in their fps, and 
Dre 8 How vain, and contemptible are 


the ſtrongeſt inſt: Jehovah ,' « 
1 , 22 


them in deriſion . Human aid wilt be found & poor 
ſupport t0 our ſouls in the 3 danger: but a reli- 
ane upon the divine merey and truth will diſpel our 
fears. Had Haman obtained his wiſh, and the 
. all: dave" bervmd oF IP the 


4 eee wi 266 -* + Pſals l. 4. D 
3 , * dd great 
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che Lord ſhall have 


How could the prophecies conecrning the 


% 
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great Redeemer of the world have been fulfiled? The 
everlaſting Covenant itſelf muſt have failed,” before 
this diabolical ſyſtem could take place, But whence 


was deliverance to be expected It is not often we 


—_ pag out Have prone he which eee 
interpoſe to help us; it is our part to 
faith and hope. « His 27 in the ſea, and his path 
in the great waters, and his footſteps are not known.“ 
On the publication of the edict, the utmoſt horror 
and confuſion overwhelmed the poor, perſecuted peo- 
ple, who were marked out for ruin. Mordecal ex- 
reſſed the anguiſh of his heart by all external ſigns of 
— e and by his loud and bitter cries through · 
out the city.+ At length, queen Eſther herſelf recei- 
ved information of the intended maſlacre, and parti- 
with her devoted countrymen in their diſtreſs. 
i charged her to exert all her influence * 
the king on their behalf. But ſhe was afraid even 
preſent her ſupplication: for the Perſian laws foi 
every perſon, not excepting the royal confort, on pai 
of death to approach the ſovereign without His 20 
and ſhe had ſome reaſon to apprehend, that his 'alfec- 
tion for her was abated. She expoſtulated, cee 
with Mordecai on the impropriety of venturing to of? 
fer her petition, when ſhe muſt forfeit her life, unleſs 
ſhe” could gain ſo favourable an _— from bim, 
2 d l e out his den ſceptre to ber. 
Mordeeai'replied with an aſtoniſhing firmneſs, that the 
Moody decree was levelled againſt oy, as well as other 
rower typ in the palace. He fur- 


ther remarked; that, if ſhe refuſed to mediate, delivers = 


ance would : doubtleſs ariſe from a different q 
while ſhe and her kindred would be deſtroyed : apts 
encouraged her to hope, that poſfibly her OS. 
tion had been 9 N as the means af reſi 

nation. Vpon this, the heſitated one, bu cone 


2: + Blk hari 29, e ti! + en, 
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| ſented to hazard her ſafety: yet ſhe de 


C | 
29 


was 
the king, his heart was inclined to favour her, and 
_—_ | Py 


nt om 
„ obſerving a 


ber on aſcendency or ent; 


ſolemn faſt of three days, ſhe firſt ſought the divine di- 
reclĩon and affiſtance, and then approached the king. 


We o 


2 to feel for the calamities of others, eſpe- 
f ly for 


e of the Church, and ſhould be willing 


to incur dangers and diſtreſſes, that we may procure 
relief for them. Though we know not, what inſtru- 


ments it may pleaſe God to make uſe of, ſuch as we 
are we ſhould. devote ourſelves, our intereſt, and abi. 
lities to Him, and rejoĩce to be employed in his ſervice. 
It is an honourable cauſe to be engaged in; ſo that if 


gur offers ſhould be rejected, and all our attempts ſhould 


fail, we need not be aſhamed. But we. may expect 
great things at the hand of our God, and believe, that, 
for his own glory, He will graciouſly fulfil the deſires, 


Which he has given us. Even a weak faith, ſuch as 


ſther's ſeems to have been, has often produced won- 
effects. Doubtleſs, inceſſant prayer aſcended u 
to God on this occaſion; which was a token for g 
For the cries of His people have power with him, and. 
bring don his bleſſings upon them. Ah! why are we 
ſo backward to apply to him in the perilous time? Why 
do we ever caſt away our hope, as if 4 He had for- 
Pole, to be gracious?” He cannot be unmindful of 
7 


who firmly rely on Him, and humbly ſupplicate 


his aid. Theſe, therefore, though ſeehle in themſelves, 
having the Omnipotent God for their defence, are 


« terrible as an army with banners, and accordingly | 


they have put their thouſands to flight; In vain che 


2 Haman plans his bloody ſchemes; in vain Aha- 


erus iſſues out his cruel edit, and millions in his 


: empire prepare to maſſacre the Jews 2 the Lord liſtens 
„ 


E Let us mark the ſteps, by which this deliverance 


effected. When Eſther preſented herſelf before 


grant 
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me her petition, even to the half of his dominions.® © 
requeſted, that he and . „ 
— & an entertainment ſhe had ided ; which 
being acceded to, ſhe deſired that would 
chejowifie on the ſucceeding -In the mean 
elated with the honour of ſuch a ami 
2 boaſted of it to his friends: yet his jo 
damped, and his indignation excited, while he el 
that Mordecai ſtill refuſed to ſhew him 3 
What a confeſſion of the vanity of all worldly 
deur, and of the miiery of a proud, mali, 13 
did he make, when he ſaid, & All this availeth 
thing, ſo — as I ſee Mordecai the fun e at he 
— e, therefore, readily came into the 
of diſpatching this troubleſome man; and, not 

e wait for he removal eee £. 
tion, PP 
red a-gallows for his execution. 

Do we not perceive, in this miniſter of 
ſtate, a character the moſt deſpicable and wretched ? 
Yet many of thoſe probably, n e 
and envies, as being exalted to the higheſt, eminence, 
reſemble Haman. Something is ſtill wanted to com- 
plete - their happineſs ; and fo long as they cannot at- 
tain any one wiſh of their hearts, all cheir other poſ- 
ſeſſions avail them nothing; they can tafte no. ſweet- - 
neſs in them. Perſons the ;greateſt power and dig- 
nity muſt-meet with diſappointments. and vexations of 
this kind, which imbitter all their enjoyments. Such 


is the curſe entailed upon human Learn, then, 
that God alone can ſatisfy your . the whole cre - 
ation could not fill or content u. ſouls, but would 
leave an aching void without "You „call the 
proud happy, who diſplay much pomp and magnifi- 
cence; but you are miſtaken in your eſtimate. Man 
Nor. experience far leſs uneaſineſs than ter 7 
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Felicity is neceſſarihy gonnected de eig 
| 3 i ill wil ha ſald, /« 


"1 Selen bei 
man, whom the king d 

22 ſuffered the moſt di ſappointi 

| conceived himſelf to be 5 — intended, and 
0 mph that the objeftof f 1 . 
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r 8 T H E R & 49 
F e and 
reſeued fium the intended aer Js . 
charged Haman with contriving that horrid wiekedneſs: 
and finſtantly the incenſed monarch commanded him to 


ff 


be A and to be hanged on the v 1 
lows he had e for — The oo 2105 
of the di miniſter were confiſcated ; and, being 


left to Eſther's diſpoſal, they were transferred to Mor- 
decai, who was then advanced to the higheſt dignities 
in the ſtate, and appointed ſucceſſor to an. Still 
the ſanguinaty decree remained, which Eſther, there - 
fore, with tears and importanity beſought the king to 
This would have been contrary to'the princi- 

ple of the Perſian nt, which not 
its laws to be and yet, to prevent the miſe 
chi e vous effects of his former edit, he iſſued out 2 | 
ſecond, allowing the Jews 2 _- whole m. | 
pre to arm themſelves, to fla thoſe, who | 
12 — 2 125 * bY ) | 
Tue gracious interpoſition of God, in favour of this | 
perſecuted people, became fo conſpicuous, that not | 
— themſelves perceived and - acknowledged it | 
with gratitude! and joy, but others alfo felt a ſecret re- | 
verence for them, joined their ſociety, and embraced 
their religion. 'Ae-tength che 'decifive day arrived; 
and, though ſo remarkable an alteration had taken place | 
in their behalf, and the ſovereign had avowed himfelf - 
their friend, ſo much enmity againit them ſtill fubſiſted, | 
that great numbers roſe up with an intent to' deſtroy I} 
them. But here again the Lord Helped them, and li 
their bactles for em. Such was the influence | 
of Mordecai,. ſuck the impreſſon made upon the minds 
of men concerning them, that they had many powers 
en || ful patrons and and thus they obtained an 
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her all-peop ——̃ parties 
I ve 
| . that occaſion, through their malicious op- 
1 poſition to the cauſe of God; and it is 
noted, chat the ten ſons of Haman periſhed miſerably. 
How ſignal, then, was the confuſion, how entire 
che ruin the enemies of the Church! „The hea- 
then are ſunk down in the pit that they made: in the 
net, which hid, is their oun foot taken, The 
Lord is known by the j which He executeth: 
the wicked is ſnared in e work of his own hands. 
For Jol thine enemies, © Lord, for 1o! thine ene- 
mies ſhall : all the workers of — — ſhall be 
ſcattered,” Let us not envy the- proſperity of ſin- 
ners; for & their triumphing is ſhort.” rhe, all be 
driven away in their — and ſhall receive their 
| puniſhment, infinitely more treinendous than can be 
now 8 3 — — 
ſcene 1 3: as 
A nan Kune 2 ſhall beraſhained and 
| confounded for ter — ns Pan and, in- 
| Read of their profane ſcoffs and ſenſual mirth, «they 
ſhall lie down in ſorrow, and experience 
out eternity 5 woepings wal nad. _—_—— of 


Bleſſed be God; the dnndies e e dabei 
| ed in our favoured nation; but is there nothi ——— 
ſpirit of Haman diſcovered? What mean all 

temptuous , ſpeeches, and the cruel dexilions, which 
wound the reputation of thoſe, who profeſs an ardent 
eſteem for the Ts and tread" in his Reps ?' Let 
aſk the ſcorners, gainſt whomi do ye ſport your- 
ſelves? Is it not —— Him, who will avenge the 
inſults put upon his pany ?; « Can your hearts endure, 
or can, your, hands in the days that he ſhall 
deal with you?” + Can you ward off the ſtroke of 
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will be of his apptobation and delight for euer. 
9298 of God in pron his Church 
rs || not excited much. at that. time, but 
. | gave. riſe to an annual feſtiv the feaſt of Pas 
* e is obſerved to this day, and by which the reali 
this hiſtory is clearly confirmed. The whole wand 
1: ion . the goodneſs, and faithfulneſs of GOd 
* towards them that fear him, and tended, under ſijs cn 
-.- trolling influence, to advance the intereſts of truth and 
\< || righteouſneſs. Mordecai filled his important ſtation with, ' 
1 ability and integrity, and in all the height of his proſ- 
perity the firm friend of his deſpiſed /bre« 
thren.+ As . ſuch a purpoſe, 
it is probable that he patronized thoſe zealous re- 3 
— Bug Ezra and Nel emiah, and / procured them 
their commiſſions, for the better regulation of the city 
— 9 of Rn Thus they proved. a mn a 
1 in their eration. Ake 

"The cfg mercial deliy erances. of his peo 3 "4 
ſhould be had in —— 1 the glory of them 
ol be given, ta — ans mf experience, 
et us be encourag rely upon Him in every ſue⸗- 
ceeding ſeaſon of Lane and diſtreſs. He — oſten 
manifeſted the ſame gracious concern for the ſuppart 
and enlargement of his Church in modern 1 and 
we may y leave the N it to Him, 
for He has ſaid, & The gates of hell ſhall not pievail 
2 it. . We — jy K* W 

to gain but, ſince 

6 4. The reign * rejoice in "the hope, that 
e Cd FR 


bet is, the ſead of Lots, fo called from the lots caſt by K 
to fix the exact time of the deſtruction, which he had planned, 
+ Esth. 8. 3. 1 Matt. xvi ns. 55 
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UR ſhort' nt * the e hifoties 3 in Ve 
; old teſtament has exhibited the characters of ſome 
preſumptuous ſinners : ſuch were Cain, Pharaoh, Baa- 
SS Saul, Ahab, and Belſhazzar. But our attention 
has been chiefly turned toward the ſaints of God, «the 
excellent of the earth, «redeemed; from amongſt 
men;' who were the means of continuing the Church, 
of 1 op ag hap the ring 3 mes 23 
ope appearance e t Re- 
b has} oa we Aras pt and 
in order to fix a deeper impreſſion on our minds in fa- 
vour of true piety, we once more direct our regard to 
poſſes of the latter deſcription. 2 
The ancient. « fathers, where are they ? and the 
prophets, do they live for ever? They have paſſed 
ſucceſñon before us: ang we obſerve, that when they 
bad ſeverally acted their parts, they retired and 
place to others. Having quitted the earth, they Boos 
now entered on a more glorious ſtate . and 
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4 teceived the end of their Faith,” wnidlt the hume - 


e 73 
not our s yet appear N "Dy" D we in in mea-" 
ſure — Or have we any j ult” ground of | 
hope and expeRtation, tat we Thall e ſame 
bleſſed inheritahce ? Bo es useful in thei 1 5 | 
their ght ſhone around them: e all as 3 
ny witneſfes'for God, while they lived, bearing teſti- _ 
mony to His truth, and . — men by their . 
— and” inſtriiftfons the mature and niet effity c | 
afid fervent devotion,” Eyen now alfo, « bei 
ce it peak“ to us, O let pr e heard, 
and their echortations complied with: * beth be 
confſerel 25 — on all the followers of | 
and en ing therl to Cendute to the end. They 
can tell us excellent is the fervice, in which we 
are ee how faithful and gracjous che Maſter,,. 
whorfi dye are called to obey; how fuffcient the up 
pore, Which He will admmiſter under all dur trials, 

ſure and glorious the recompence, which He wi 
finally eco. This is the repreſentation of an iniſpi- 
red Writer; this the application Which he makes of 
SchipruRE CHAN ACT ERG. After recounting the 
achievements of the ancient worthies, he thus” cloſes 
the ſubje;-< Wherefore, ſering we alſo are compaſſed” 
1 great z cout of witneſſes, "Tet us lay 
w and the fin which doth foeafily be- 
ſet us, and'let us run with patience the race that is (et 
before us, 4 unte the 8 257 and killer fp 


of our faith.“ ? 
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While we are 
e , che caſes of thoſe, wg 


dave trodden the road beſore us; may afford as ſochs 


relief and conſolation, We may be perhaps, 
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ongunce from their united te imony, that it is not 4 
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% SERTPTURE CHARACTERS, 
0 * who * 5, . ded their lives to the deat * 
wee do not merely zumire the excellence of the men, but 
we praiſe God, who © makes his ftrength & in 
weakneſs,” and we are led to pray, that He would 


4 Work in us both to will and to do, and fulfil in us 


All the good pleaſure of his/gootneſs,””* 
0 3 your. utter inability to copy their ex- 

ample? We refer you to Him, whoſe'grace is ſuf- 
AHicient for you,” and aſſure you; that « His hand js not 
ſhortened, that it cannot fave, neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear.“ But if you remain proud, ma- 
licious, vindictive, covetous, or intemperate, & are ye 


not carnal, and walk as men?” + The knowledge of 


the Saviour would ſubdue in you theſe evil affections; 

_ and his Spirit would render you, as it did the ancient 
_ Hints, humble, patient, devout, and heavenly minded. 
For the fruit thereof «is love, joy, peace, longſuffer- 
ing, 5 "goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempe- 
5 rance,” $> | P's &* | 1 | n — 4 
Should we examine further into the teſtimony of 
theſe witneſſes, they would all agree in declaring the 
- Infinite value of Chriſt, and the efficacy of a firm re- 
lance upon Him. We need. not here enquire, with 


what degree of clearneſs ey underſtood the great | mop | 
eli⸗ 


of ſalvation, or compare the different revelations 


| vered #6 the Church in the different ages of the ward. 


Suffice it to ſay, that they were divinely inſtrudted to 
_  Jook forwards to the appearance of a glorious 3 2 an 
as the Redeemer of — and to fix their whole de- 
Pe > on Him. The Goſpel, therefore, was predch- 

E to them, as well as to us; and the Lord Jeſus 
_ Cliriſt was the grand object of their deſire, as he ſhould 

be of ours. To Him our firſt parent Adam directed 
his regard, when he received the original promiſe of 
the ſeed of the woman.“ 5 Righteous Abel truſted 
in Him, when. he offered an excellent facrifice by 


. ge. . . + 1 Cor, . 3. 4 Cal, „. 22,23." 
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Faith. 4 Abraham rejoiced to ſee His day; and he 4 
ſaw-it, and was glad. +: Moſes wrote and propheſied 
much concerning Him, 2s e the end of — for 
righteouſneſs: to every one that believeth. f = | 
throughout his pſalms, « teſtified the ſufferings: of 
ED 
his d brea 8 prane, in; 
* 2 Covenant, ordered in all things and 
ſure” 9 Jeremiah proclaimed: his name as The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs; and Daniel alſo declared 
that «'Meffiah the Prince ſhauld be cut off, to make 
reconciliation for e and to bang in exerlaiting . 
Ti PI: 22 8 * ei #1 
We abel nor 24d more. « Mary prophets and 
men defired to ſee thoſe things, which we 
ſee, and have not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe things, 
which we hear, and have not heard them.” q@—< They 
rereived not the promiſe,” in the full completion; 
« God having A chat 
they without us ſhould not be made perfect. ** Would. - 
8 Prize your nities, 
be thankful that che clear light of the Goſpelſhines 
n you. O conſider the excellency and the worth 
of th Saviour, who' 2 1 e 
dee that ye not. Wie he 
comes io bieſs 1 
_ for he is 'the chiefeſt among ten 
ether lovely. Look unto Him, and be ye ſaved, 
e ends of the earth, Elſe, eee 
. 2 
we pay to-their [teſtimony 7. Do! Y 
did, to. look into che . . 
* 3 e 
artes g- N 2 
n . „ 2 1 Jahn, 0 30% ſ; 15 ES — 
„ e 06% Nor K. 4. $-Luke, xxiv. 4. 2 Pete, 13. 
2 Sam. xxili, g. I Jer. vii. 6. Dan. ix. 2426. 
Matt. xiii, 17. % Heb. xi. 39, 40. 
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- ty to_chuſe another. We muſt likewiſe obſerve the 
rules, which are minutely preſcribed: for & no man 
ds crowned, except he ve fawful) . Come, then, 
Ye de, r and enter the pron ed by 
. ole w characters, who have gone before, who 
have Fail wer _ with Joy, and obtained the 


oy, 

85 this end, you muſt «lay aſide. every weight,” 
25 $6 9b . 
If they would delay your progreſs. Thoſe, who are 
iy meh 3 heavy 2 cannot move with A 
eps; they af ented from making the ne- 
ret. And are obſtructed in the 
| ian race by the cares and vanities of the world, 

s 8 ARTS os rr of life. Are ee war 


: een, going A 3 or fooliſh amuſe- 
ments? and are not your affections divided between 


bf dings ne tem and Thi eternal? Would you 


you muſt « forget | 


may 
| Hol ig wh ue in 
E s which are before, an $ the 
mark, for che prize of the high of God in 
Chrift ſeſus.“ But while you lors 99 time cones 
away; fl e day of grace is expiring ; the ſeaſon 


for exertion will ſoon be clofed ; and, when 3 


cometh, the conteſt will be finally decided, and 
. 1 ITA 
| , then, of ev an 


| riouliced : but there is one ſin particularly E: 
It is that, «which doth ſo eaſily beſet us 3” ch 
— 21 ATY 
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| huently overcome. This may 
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; be different in different 
dus: the conſtitution air! bodies, the natural 
of your minds v your ſituations, connections, 


and employments in life, expoſe you to various ſnares. 


So the characters, we have delineated, are marked with 
peculiar failings : in fome we an 
ide, or l in others to cowardice! or un- 
lie. You will readily diſcover your own weakneſs; 
and there eſpecially you muſt ſet and maintain your 
watch.” Do not — 4 your r Hp boſom luſts; 
nor retain your right hand, « ht eye, * if they ified 
but ber 9 e 
a painful operation, r come 
thore of ve el, Would you ſay, This is à ſmall 
fault? e you : but you are 
judges; and you ſhould be reminded, that many have 
periſhed for ever, in conſequence of what they have 


_ accounted trivial "faults. Not to mention, that one 


eſfion. leads the way. to another and a greater, we 

obſerve, that if there be a fin more nece to be 
abandoned than all the reſt, it is that '« which; moſt ea- 
fly. deſets you; becauſe it is continually near you, ſo- 
lciting indulgence; it affaults and baffles you, befare 


you perceive the attack; and therefore it will moſt - 
effeQually prevent your advancement, i | 
In ſpiritual courſe you are alſo required 

4 3 — which implies that man 

ſevere' difficulties muſt be expected 

cluded, that ſtrenuous exertions bat cope "i | 
RR Dy ITED 
eount. Vet do not «faint in Par nay, Bu 


your' 
_ 
On 
From the very compariſon of a race, —_— N. Th 
wearied” and diſcouraged” by the varlows trials, wh 


Jou meet with? You complain of inward al which 
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__OOCONCEUSDON as 
| Tdi mast a vnto: N alfty for your entire 
mcoptance: with. God, rn 
veres.// Yew cannot demand an admiſffion into 3 
44. —— 5 7 
— ind e S 
| inter 
Vis. Thecerown of righ SED 
* ey te: dire, Shiv love, | 
ut upon his ri | 
whole — e er a continual regied to 
bis example. MMuſtrious characters have been 
ſet before you: but the grand pattern of all excellence 
and on yet remains to be exhibited. He, in- 
deeds ee w and eclipſes the reſt. If the 
others be as ftars in the firmament, this glorious Lu- 
r oo Fix 
r eyes on Him, endour. 
+. x Irigy pot legacy e the ſteps in which He - 
trod; for ns He was in this world; fo mah 78 be: | 
| and you are to be followers of the ſaints, oply ſo far as 
they were of Chrift,* _ | 
« He is the author and finiſher of our faith.” He 
has inſtituted the race, and invited you to the conteſt. 
He- has pointed out the way; He alfo will enc e 
and ſtrengthen you, throughout the courſe : He waits 
at the end to receive you; He will then publicly de- 
clare his-approbati6n of you before men and angels, 
« Well done, good and faithful ſervants ;*” and with 
his own hands e will put upon you the crown of un- 
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ABEL, a ſhepherd, offered a acrifice from- the Bb 


| flock, by faith, I. 27—accepted,” 28—a holy man, and 
therefore hated; and murdered by Cain, 30 the firſt / 
martyr, 31,—his blood cried to av got us chat of 
Chriſt, 33. WAVE © 
Anu, the Friend of God, I. 63,77 7==this deſcendant of 
-  Shem, 64—probably an idolater, till called at the a e 
ſeventy- five, 65—departed from Ur—the reaſbus of this 
ſeparation, 66—obeyed t I by faith, 68—conduged 
to Canaan—a ftranger an journer there, ,70-—matn- 
_- tained the public worſhip of the true God—iftreſſed by 
famine, retired to Egypt, where he denied his wife, 71 
 —returned to —— and parted from Lot in a generous 
manner, 72 — received a freſh confirmation of * = 
miſes, 73—to reſcue Lot, fought and conq1 
| Kings,—met by — paid tithes / to 
him, 74—diftreſſed, as having no heir, comforted by 
further . 8 En — Ire 2 ratifi- 
cation o ovenant, 78—ju „ 81— 
married „ by whom he had Iſhmael, 82—obtained 
- freſh promiſes, and was called As a na u—curcumciſed - 
L —aflured of the birth of Iſaac; and of the * 
1 — him, 84—88—viſited by three Angels, who 
Iſaac's birth, and God's vengeance againſt 
HO 91—interceded for _ 93—commended for 
religious management o amily, 94—prevari- 
r „ | 
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body, and in his pegs 33 Uable to eternal 
death, ig received a promiſe of the Saviour, called his 
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” 3 N reagent of them, 12g—diſtreſſ- 
1 for 2 
eruſalem, 

. with 4 (49 reſg- 


afalem, . 


3 * 


hte 


married Abi 424 


[2 ' 


Solomon 


- poimed of God, und 


— 
Po 5 

poſed 167 

5 
wa 

* 

rr 

4 

Doan 


 — 1 — and ſentenced Ahab 
| Naboth's vineyard, 243—reproved Abaziah's ſervants, 
- -and foratold'his death, 244—called down fire from 
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